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(The  old  homestead  of  Andre  Cyr,  whom  Cyr  Plantation  was  named  after) 


CHAPTER  462  OF  THE  PRIVATE 
AND  SPECIAL  LAWS  OF  MAINE 
OF  THE  YEAR  1870 

AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  THE 
ORGANIZATION  OF  CERTAIN 
PLANTATIONS  IN  AROOSTOOK  COUNTY 


Be  if  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  legislature  as¬ 
sembled  as  follows: 

SEC.  1  The  organization  of  the  Plantations  of:  Cyr,  Hamlin,  Van  Buren, 
St.  John,  St.  Francis,  Wallagrass  and  Eagle  Lake,  in  Aroostook 
County,  are  hereby  confirmed  and  made  valid,  as  though  all  the 
requirements  of  the  statutes  had  been  fully  complied  with  in  mak¬ 
ing  said  organizations  and  transmitting  the  returns  thereof  to  the 
secretary  of  state's  office:  and  all  the  acts  and  doings  of  said 
Plantations  in  voting,  raising  and  expending  money  for  schools 
and  other  purposes  in  past  years,  and  of  the  assessors  of  said  Plan¬ 
tations  in  assessing  and  committing  the  tax  bills  of  said  Planta¬ 
tions  for  collection,  are  hereby  legalized. 

SEC.  2  The  assessors  of  said  Plantations  for  the  time  being  are  hereby 
authorized  to  commit  by  warrant  in  due  form  of  law,  the  tax  bills 
remaining  unpaid  in  the  assessment  of  past  years,  to  any  Consta¬ 
ble  or  collector  of  said  Plantations,  with  authority  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  such,  notwithstanding  any  errors  ot  omissions  of  said 
assessors  in  the  commitments  of  those  years. 

SEC.  3  This  act  shall  take  effect  when  approved. 

APPROVED  MARCH  12,  1870 


****************** 


NOTE:  The  pictures  on  the  cover  are  not  of 
the  original  Cyr  brothers,  but  are  there  only 
to  represent  the  nine  Cyr  brothers  that  were  in 
the  area . 

They  were:  Pierre,  Oliver,  Francois, 
Antoine,  Paul,  Jacques,  Firmin,  Joseph,  and 
Jean-Baptiste  Jr. 
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I  dedicate  this  book  to  my  dear  beloved,  departed  father,  Mr.  Isi¬ 
dore  Dumond,  who  dearly  enjoyed  living  and  reminiscing  old  times.  How  he 
would  have  ravished  helping  us  out  with  many  details.  His  memory  was  re¬ 
markable.  He  saw  or  heard  things  once  and  would  remember  for  years.  He 
had  very  little  education  but  kept  himself  up-dated.  He  was  a  hard  and  en¬ 
ergetic  working  man;  brought  up  a  family  of  14,  with  a  devoted  and  dedi¬ 
cated  wife,  Mattie  Madore,  of  whom  ten  are  still  living.  It  was,  thanks  to 
him,  that  the  back  roads  in  Cyr  Plantation  were  first  plowed  for  vehicles  in 
winter  months.  He  did  so  for  ten  years.  His  son,  Stacy,  is  following  in  his 
footsteps.  His  work  and  deeds  performed  in  the  area  will  long  be  remembered. 


I  also  want  to  dedicate  this  Centennial  Book  to  the  State  of  Maine 
in  joining  them  with  their  sesquicentennial  year.  It  has  been  a  great  pleas¬ 
ure  celebrating  Cyr  Plantation's  centennial  the  same  year  as  the  sesquicen¬ 
tennial  of  Maine. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Alphy^  Le^sseur,  Chairman 
Cyr  Plantation  Centennial 
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GRAND  PRE  VILLAGE 


/. 

caaianS 
FROM:  FRANCE  .  .  . 

...  TO:  CYR  PLANTATION 

The  name  "Acadian"  was  given  to  the 
colonies  of  New  France,  now  known  as  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,-  and  Prince  'Edward 
Island.  The  French  and  English  could  never 
settle  its  boundaries  causing  many  difficulties 
between  the  two  parties.  The  first  French  set¬ 
tlers  in  Acadia  were  from  Port  Royal  in  1605. 
They  worked  hard  tilling  the  soil,  erecting 
dikes  to  keep  the  water  at  high  tide.  Within 
a  matter  of  years,  the  population  grew.  With 
patience  and  devoted  time,  the  Acadians  be¬ 
came  a  prosperous  agricultural  district.  The 
women  helped  play  a  great  part  in  their  lives. 
They  could  spin,  weave  wool,  flax  and  hemp. 
Gatherings  were  held  at  someone's  house  for 
the  enjoyment  of  singing,  dancing  and  ex¬ 
changing  jokes,  and  were  always  ready  to  lend 
a  helping  hand.  They  were  very  pious  and  be¬ 
lieved  in  peace  and  equality. 

The  year  1713  marks  the  beginning  of 
trouble  for  the  Acadians.  The  Treaty  of  Utrect 
of  1713  gave  the  Acadians  the  right  to  practice 
their  religion  any  way  they  wanted  as  long  as 


the  law  of  Great  Britain  did  allow  the  same. 
The  Acadians  decided  they  would  rather  leave 
than  have  to  follow  such  rules  but  did  not  leave 
because  of  complicating  factors. 

Meanwhile,  the  Governor,  realizing  that 
if  the  Acadians  left,  it  would  strip  its  agricul¬ 
tural  industry,  its  inhabitants,  and  its  Indians, 
who  engaged  considerable  trade  with  the  Brit— 
tish.  In  1717,  the  Acadians,  worried  by  the 
Indians,  wanted  to  leave  but  offered  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown  providing 
they'd  be  exempt  from  fighting  the  French  or 
the  Indians.  They  demanded  British  troops  for 
protection.  It  was  a  great  debate.  Finally,  in 
1720,  Col .  Philipps,  the  governor,  proclaimed 
that  the  Acadians  must  take  an  unqualified  oath 
of  allegiance  or  leave  the  country  within  three 
months  without  selling,  disposing  of,  or  taking 
with  them  any  property.  The  Acadians  re¬ 
fused,  saying  an  oath  without  reservation  would 
bring  the  Indians  down  on  them. 

By  1730,  the  Acadians  were  known  as 
"French  neutrals".  For  a  while  their  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  British  improved,  but  by  1744, 
France  and  England  were  again  at  war.  The  A- 
cadians  were  unprepared  for  hostilities.  The 
Acadians  voluntarily  helped  rebuild  forts.  De¬ 
spite  four  invasions  they  stayed  out  of  fighting. 
War  in  Nova  Scotia  made  the  English  review 


\ 
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their  policies  towards  the  Acadians.  Although 
the  Acadians  remained  neutral  during  the  war 
of  1744-1748,  the  English  still  regarded  them 
sympathetic  to  the  French.  In  1750,  the  Aca¬ 
dians  asked  permission  to  leave  Nava  Scotia, 
and  Governor  Cornwallis  refused,  saying  that 
"passports  cannot  be  issued  until  peace  and 
tranquility  are  re-established  in  the  Province . " 
For  the  next  four  years,  the  Acadians  lived 
peaceful ly  and  worked  vigorously  with  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  provided  enough  grain  and  meat  for 
the  colony. 

On  June  2,  1755,  trouble  really  started 
for  the  Acadians.  A  force  of  British  soldiers 
raided  Grand-Pre,  seizing  anything  they  found 
for  their  use.  The  governor  informed  the  Aca¬ 
dians  that  if  they  desired  to  show  obedience  to 
the  British,  an  oath  must  betaken  immediately. 
They  were  given  24  hours  to  make  their  deci¬ 
sion.  The  Acadians  answered  they  had  no  de¬ 
sire  for  an  oath,  therefore  were  arrested  and 
confined.  Governor  Lawrence  issued  his  orders 
at  Beausejour,  Pitziquid,  and  Annapolis,  to 
prepare  deportation  of  the  Acadian  population 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Colonel  John  Winslow  re¬ 
ceived  the  orders  and  used  the  church  as  his 
headquarters,  ordering  all  sacred  objects  re¬ 
moved  .  They  pitched  tents  on  the  church 
grounds  and  used  the  priesthouse  as  his  billet 
which  was  vacant  due  to  the  imprisonment  of 
the  priest. 

The  Acadians  were  quiet  and  restless.  The 
grain  stood  unharvested  in  fields  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  brooded  sadly,  seeing  how  their  church 
was  being  used. 

On  September  2,  all  men  and  boys  ten 
years  and  over  were  ordered  to  gather  at  the 
Grand-Pre  church  in  three  days,  not  knowing 
what  was  in  store  for  them.  On  September  5, 
the  orders  were  read  to  the  Acadians  assembled 
in  the  church,  as  follows:  "...  That  your 
lands  and  tenements,  cattle  of  all  kinds  and 
livestock  of  all  sorts,  are  forfeited  to  the  Crown 
with  all  your  other  effects,  saving  your  money 
and  household  goods,  and  you,  yourselves,  to 
be  removed  from  this  Province. 

"That  the  whole  French  inhabitants  of  these 
districts  be  removed,  and  I  am,  through  his 


Majesty's  goodness,  directed  to  allow  you  lib¬ 
erty  to  your  money  and  household  goods,  as 
much  as  you  can  carry  without  discommoding 
the  vessels  you  go  in.  I  shall  do  everything  i r. 
my  power  that  all  those  goods  be  secured  to 
you  and  that  you  are  not  molested  in  carrying 
of  them,  and  also  that  the  whole  family  shall 
go  in  the  same  vessel  and  make  this  removal  as 
easy  as  his  majesty's  service  will  admit,  and 
hope  that  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  you 
may  fall,  you  may  be  faithful  subjects  and  a 
peaceable  and  happy  people. 

"I  must  also  inform  you  that  it  is  his  Maj¬ 
esty's  pleasure  that  you  remain  in  security  un¬ 
der  the  inspection  and  direction  of  the  troops 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  command." 

They  were  aghast  that  they  would  actually 
be  removed.  Deportation  plans  were  put  into 
action.  The  Acadians  of  Chignecto  ignored 
the  orders  and  fled  to  the  woods  which  is  now 
New  Brunswick.  The  village  of  Chipody  was 
burned.  The  village  of  Petit  codiac  was  set  on 
fire  by  the  British  troops.  The  Acadians,  an¬ 
gered  at  such  destruction,  attacked,  killed  and 
wounded  29  soldiers.  The  Acadians  from  Co- 
bequid  (Truro)  fled  to  Isle  of  St.  Jean,  now 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

By  September  7,  five  ships  were  in  for  the 
deportation.  With  fixed  bayonets,  the  men 
were  ordered  on  a  ship,  separating  them  from 
their  families.  This  caused  anguish  and  a  sor¬ 
rowing  procession  of  a  mile  and  a  half  long 
trail  to  the  landing  place,  the  Gaspereau  Riv¬ 
er.  Ninety  married  men  were  brought  to  the 
ship  and  kept  aboard  until  final  embarkation 
in  October.  Relatives  were  allowed  to  visit 
them  daily.  The  final  embarkation  of  the  A- 
cadians  began  on  October  8.  The  women  went 
on  in  great  distress,  carrying  their  children  in 
their  arms;  others  carrying  their  decrepit  par¬ 
ents  in  their  carts,  moving  with  great  confu¬ 
sion  and  making  a  scene  of  woe  and  distress. 
It  took  29  days  for  the  Acadians  to  board  the 
transport  after  making  the  tragic  trek.  Finally, 
on  October  27  a  fleet  of  14  vessels  sailed  car¬ 
rying  at  least  6,500  Acadians  in  crowded 
decks,  leaving  behind  them  their  half-burned 
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homes,  livestock,  crops  and  many  personal 
possessions.  The  deportation  continued  for 
more  than  eight  years,  involving  14,000  Aca- 
dians . 

In  1763,  when  Britain  and  France  signed 
a  treaty  of  peace,  2,000  Acadians  were  left  in 
France.  It  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  Acadians, 
leaving  behind  the  land  they  had  worked  for  a 
century.  The  separation  of  families  and  dis¬ 
pursing  to  foreign  countries  whose  people  were 
unwilling  and  unprepared  to  welcome  them, 
was  inconsolable.  Connecticut  was  the  only 
American  Colony  that  had  been  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Acadians.  Virginia  refused 
1 ,500  Acadians  so  they  were  transported  to 
England.  Boston  received  2,000,  New  York 
200,  Connecticut  300,  and  the  remainder  were 
distributed  along  the  southern  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  Acadians  were  given  little  hos¬ 
pitality.  At  most  places  they  were  met  with 
distrust  and  contempt.  Four  ships  never  reached 
their  destination.  One  sank  in  a  storm  and  two 
were  driven  by  the  winds  to  San  Domingo.  The 
fourth  ship  was  captured  by  Acadians  and  sailed 
to  the  St.  John  River  in  New  Brunswick.  There 
they  were  met  by  other  Acadians  who  had  fled 
to  the  woods  at  the  time  of  deportation.  Al¬ 
though  they  were  free,  they  were  faced  with 
hardships  and  miseries.  They  had  nothing  to 
start  with;  no  tools,  no  money,  no  education. 
All  they  had  was  their  religion  and  French  an¬ 
cestries.  Having  lived  for  half  a  century  by 
hunting  and  fishing,  they  had  lost  their  ambi¬ 
tion  and  art  of  agriculture .  The  Acadians  of 
the  lower  St.  John  were  of  service  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Canadians  and  were  of  great  help  to  the 
governor  of  Quebec  and  Halifax  by  carrying 
the  mail  and  protecting  all  lines  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  two  Capitals. 

The  Acadian  settlements  in  the  lower  St. 
John  was  already  flourishing  at  the  time  of 
the  American  Revolutionary  War. 

In  1786  their  land  was  seized  and  deed¬ 
ed  to  the  Loyalists,  who  without  pity  evicted 
the  Acadians.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
two  loyalists,  Edward  Winslow  and  Ward  Chap¬ 
man,  showed  some  interest  towards  the  evicted 
Acadians  and  obtained  for  them  land  grants 
from  the  New  Brunswick  government.  Fifteen 


Acadians  were  granted  deeds  to  farmland  in  an 
area  where  the  English  had  a  majority. 

In  July  1783,  a  military  commander  sent 
a  committee  to  inspect  the  upper  St.  John  River 
and  found  that  the  colony  of  Springhill  near 
Fredericton  was  the  most  prosperous  Acadian 
settlement.  There  were  61  families,  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  357.  Regardless  of  all  the  help  the  A- 
cadians  gave  during  the  war  of  independence. 
Governor  Carleton  confiscated  their  land  and 
gave  it  to  the  Loyalists.  We  must  be  reminded 
that  the  Acadians  had  taken  the  oath  of  al¬ 
legiance  without  reservation  and  had  to  re¬ 
main  faithful  to  Britain  as  they  had  promised 
But  as  ever,  the  English  always  came  first  when 
the  present  interest  of  the  fatherland  was  con¬ 
cerned  . 

In  1785  the  Acadians  sent  a  petition  to  the 
officials  in  Quebec  and  New  Brunswick  to  ob¬ 
tain  land  in  the  Madawaska  area.  Twenty-four 
Acadians  and  Canadians  asked  land  grants  in 
Madawaska,  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  the 
Madawaska  river  falls.  The  Acadian  petition¬ 
ers  were:  Louis  Mercure,  Jean  Martin,  Joseph 
Daigle,  Sr.,  Joseph  Daigle,  Jr.,  Daniel  Gau- 
din,  Simon  Martin,  Armand  Martin,  Paul 
Francois  Cyr,  Joseph  Cyr,  Jr.,  Pierre  Cyr, 
Jean-Baptiste  Cyr,  Firmin  Cyr,  Alexandre  Ay- 
otte,  and  Francois  Martin.  The  Canadian  pe¬ 
titioners  were:  Pierre  Duperry,  Jean  Lizotte, 
Pierre  Lizotte,  Augustin  Dube,  Robert  Fournier 
and  Louis  Sanfacon. 

Another  petition  found  in  the  Canadian 
archives  was  addressed  to  the  governor  general 
of  Canada .  This  petition  was  signed  by  Jean- 
Baptiste  Cyr,  his  wife  Marguerite  Cormier  and 
his  nine  sons,  Pierre,  Oliver,  Francois,  An¬ 
toine,  Paul,  Jacques,  Joseph,  Firmin,  and 
Jean-Baptiste  Cyr,  Jr.  Also,  Alexandre  Ay- 
otte,  Zacharie  Ayotte,  Joseph  Daigle,  Sr., 
Joseph  Daigle,  Jr.,  Oliver  Thibodeau  and 
Louis  Sanfacon. 

A  few  days  after  receiving  this  promise  of 
land,  Jean-Baptiste  Cyr  held  a  meeting  at  his 
residence  where  it  was  decided  that  half  of  the 
colony  would  go  to  Madawaska,  the  other  half 
to  equally  divided  Amon  Memramcook,  Mira- 
michi,  Tracadie,  Caraquet  and  Bathurst. 
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In  June  1785,  families  left  Fredericton 
and  vicinity  to  go  up  the  St.  John  River,  tak¬ 
ing  the  bare  necessities  of  clothing  and  food 
as  they  were  using  canoes.  After  ten  weary 
days  they  came  upon  a  peak  of  highlands  which 
dominated  the  valley  of  the  lower  St.  John 
River  and  from  there  they  could  see  a  broad 
valley  with  hills  on  both  sides.  They  were  at 
the  door  of  the  promised  land,  and  there  they 
took  a  very  needed  rest.  They  continued  their 
journey  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  Mal- 
ecites  village  and  set  foot  on  the  elevated  flat, 
a  short  distance  from  the  present  St.  David 
church  in  Madawaska,  Maine.  The  Indians 
were  reluctant  at  first  but  soon  made  friends 
with  the  new  settlers.  The  vast  territory  be¬ 
tween  Grand  Falls  and  Lake  Temiscouata  has 
always  been  known  as  the  land  of  the  Male- 
cites.  During  the  first  summer  the  pioneers  se¬ 
lected  and  cleared  their  land.  The  first  year 
they  all  lived  as  one  big  family,  sharing  every¬ 
thing.  On  the  south  bank  of  the  St.  John  Riv¬ 
er  were  found  the  families  of  Pierre  Duperry, 
Paul  Potier,  Joseph  Daigle,  Baptiste  Fournier, 
Joseph  Daigle,  Jr.,  Jacques  Cyr,  Baptiste 
Thibodeau,  Louis  Sansfacon.  On  the  north 
bank  near  the  Indian  village,  the  families  of 
Louis  and  Michel  Mercure  were  found.  Near 
the  Iroquois  RiverwereOliver  and  Pierre  Cyr. 
By  1787  20  chimneys  could  be  seen  showing  the 
colonization  of  the  Madawaska  area  growing. 
They  had  to  wait  five  years  for  their  grants. 
The  following  conditions  were  imposed  on  the 
pioneers  for  the  titles  to  the  granted  farmlands: 
Obliged  to  pay  two  shillings  per  100  subsidized 
acreas  on  St.  Michael's  Day  (Sept.  29;  three 
acres  of  farmland  had  to  be  cleared  within 
three  years  on  50  acres  granted  and  a  dwelling 
15x20'  had  to  be  constructed;  all  swampland 
had  to  be  drained  on  the  same  conditions.  The 
first  grant  in  Grand  River  (Van  Buren)  south 
bank,  to:  Augqstin  Violette,  Francis  Violette 
and  Joseph  Cyr,  Jr.  This  is  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  present  town  where  the  first  St. 
Bruno's  Church  was  built.  A  cross  was  erected 
as  a  reminder  of  the  old  church  and  cemetery. 
Grand  River  (St.  Leonard)  north  bonk,  to:  Hi  I  — 
arion  Cyr  and  Joseph  Soucy. 

The  colony  was  making  rapid  progress  and 


the  clearing  of  land  was  way  ahead  and  crops 
were  in  abundance.  They  had  to  leave  the 
river  shores  on  account  of  floods  in  the  spring 
and  moved  to  higher  grounds. 

As  people  came  in  large  numbers  to  the 
region  of  Madawaska,  it  became  necessary  to 
have  a  civil  organization  in  order  to  have  con¬ 
trol  over  the  population.  Civil,  military  and 
religious  bodies  had  become  necessary  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  purposes.  Lord  Dorchester,  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Canada,  sent  word  to  the  governor  of 
New  Brunswick  that  he  had  appointed  Captain 
Francis  Cyr  and  his  brother  Lt. Jacques  Cyr,  as 
military  officers  for  the  Madawaska  district  and 
requested  that  he  confirm  his  appointments. 
The  Acadians  refused  to  accept  a  position  in 
the  office  of  Justice-of-the-Peace,  due  to  the 
oath  they  had  to  make  during  the  reign  of  E- 
lizabeth.  The  oath  was:  to  renounce  the 
Catholic  faith  and  declare  idolatrous, Catholic 
dogmas  and  creed.  Among  the  pioneers  lived 
a  teacher  named  Thomas  Costin,  Scotch  and  a 
Protestant,  knew  French  and  was  well-liked  in 
the  vicinity,  who  was  appointed  as  Magistrate. 
In  1825  he  was  converted  to  Catholicism  and 
died  of  old  age  at  Riviere  du  Loup. 

There  was  a  great  dispute  as  to  which  side 
of  the  river  the  church  would  be  built.  The 
citizens  of  the  north  side  signed  a  petition  to 
the  New  Brunswick  governor  granting  Lot  24  of 
the  Mazerolle  settlements  for  public  buildings. 
On  that  lot,  the  church  of  St.  Basile,  N.B. 
was  built.  Roads  were  built  in  the  more  popu¬ 
lated  settlements  and  old  roads  were  improved 
in  1792.  Road  Commissioners,  constables  and 
foresters  were  appointed  by  the  government. 
Relay  stations  were  established  between  Grand 
Falls  and  Madawaska  formail  carriers  and  trav¬ 
elers.  The  double  jurisdiction  caused  conflicts 
between  the  Provinces  of  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick . 

In  1794  a  commission  was  appointed  by 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to  study 
the  contested  boundary. 

For  a  time  the  men  outnumbered  the  women 
so  the  men  had  to  travel  to  Kamouraska  to  find 
a  wife. 
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In  those  days,  all  contracts  were  made 
orally.  Their  word  was  as  good  as  gold. 

The  year  1797  is  known  as  the  'year  of 
black  famine',  when  the  colonists  lost  their 
crops  two  consecutive  years  due  to  floods,  early 
frost,  and  snow.  Many  went  to  Fredericton  and 
St.  Lawrence  for  the  winter  and  those  who  re¬ 
mained  behind  lived  on  game  and  herbs. 

Marguerite  "Blanche"  Thibodeau,  wife  of 
Joseph  Cyr,  worked  wonders  of  heroism  and 
charity.  She  was  known  as  the  protector,  the 
angel  of  the  weak,  the  invalid,  and  the  hungry 
people  of  the  colony. 

In  the  spring  of  1797  Madawaska  had  its 
first  resident  pastor.  Father  Francois  Ciquart. 
He  served  as  the  father,  teacher,  doctor,  law¬ 
yer  and  judge  to  the  colony. 

In  1820  the  United  States  undertook  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  census  in  the  entire  area,  finding  1,171 
people  and  55  families.  The  American  census 
takers  murdered  some  of  the  French  names. 
Listed  as  Jean  Baptiste  Cyr  is  "John  Betishire"; 
David  LeSourd  became  "David  Lewsure"  nick¬ 
name  of  David  Cyr.  Benjamin  Boucher  became 
"Barnum  Bushiere";  Honore  Levasseur  became 
"Honerd  Levassus";  Anselme  Albert  became 
"Handsome  All  Bear",  Francois  Cormier  be¬ 
came  "Francis  Carney". 

In  1838  Van  Buren  and  Cyr  Plantation  had 
its  first  church  and  pastor.  Pastor  Father  An¬ 
toine  Gosselin  records  that  in  1839  Van  Buren 
had  125  Acadian  families. 

A  series  of  revolts,  debates  and  demobili¬ 
zation  between  New  Brunswick  and  Maine, 
brought  the  United  States  and  England  well 
within  a  short  range  of  war.  In  1827  troops 
were  sent  to  fortify  the  town  of  Houlton  and  to 
build  the  military  road  to  the  St.  John  Valley. 
The  Webster-Ashburton  Treaty  was  the  turning 
point  in  the  history  for  the  inhabitants  of  A- 
merican  Madawaska.  They  adapted  themselves 
very  well  under  a  new  allegiance.  Many  Ca¬ 
nadians  got  a  longing  for  the  United  States  and 
migrated  to  the  New  England  industrial  centers. 

Christopher  Cyr,  David  Cyr,  Aimable  and 


Pierre  Ouellette,  George  and  Augustine  Ma- 
dore,  and  Joseph  Lapierre,  Sr.,  are  known  to 
be  among  Cyr  Plantation's  first  settlers.  Chris¬ 
topher  Cyr  and  son  Andre  are  known  to  be  the 
first  settlers  around  1842-43.  They  came  up  a- 
long  Hammond  Brook  and  cleared  a  lot  longside 
the  brook,  built  a  camp  and  later  had  the  grant 
for  Lots  31  and  77.  About  five  miles  from  the 
town  of  Van  Buren  on  Caribou  Road,  many  other 
Cyrs  followed,  such  as  Oliver,  David,  Alexis 
and  Francis  Cyr.  Aimable  and  Pierre  Ouellette 
are  also  known  as  early  settlers  on  Lots  ^28  and 
74.  Joe  Lapierre  came  arQund  1849  on  Lot  18. 
After  the  family  grew,  Andre  Cyr  was  obliged 
to  build  a  bigger  house.  The  front  part  of  the 
house  (standing  today)  is  built  of  square  wood 
pieces  8x8.  His  great-grandson,  Abel,  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead,  the  one  and  only 
Cyr  in  the  Plantation  today.  Cyr  Plantation 
was  named  after  the  Cyrs,  being  numerous  in 
the  vicinity. 

In  1870  Cyr  Plantation  was  organized  as  a 
Plantation.  It  is  a  full  township  with  an  area 
of  24,547  square  feet,  equal  to  6.5  to  6.4 
miles  square.  Cyr  Plantation  is  situated  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  Aroostook  County,  70  miles 
north  of  Houlton.  Between  it  and  the  St.  John 
River  on  the  east,  is  Hamlin  Plantation,  and  on 
the  north,  the  town  of  Van  Buren.  The  Ham¬ 
mond  and  Violette  Brooks  form  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts,  and  Railway  Brook  running  south 
into  the  Little  Madawaska  forms  a  part  of  the 
western  boundary.  The  township  is  without 
high  hills.  The  soil  is  red  loam,  yielding  good 
crops  of  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat,  and  its  fa¬ 
mous  potatoes. 

In  1870  the  settlement  was  principally  up¬ 
on  the  stage-line  from  Caribou  to  Van  Buren, 
now  known  as  Caribou  Road.  During  the  cen¬ 
tury  there  were  people  living  on  rear  lots  in 
the  Plantation.  The  roads  on  the  west  side  are 
known  today  as:  the  Abel  Cyr,  Michel  Lajoie, 
Onezime  Ouellette,  Cross  Road,  LaPlante  and 
St.  Mary  Roads.  On  the  east  side  were  Ed¬ 
mund  Ouellette,  Madore  and  Lavoie  Roads. 
Madore  and  Laplante  Roads  are  the  only  back 
roads  left  today  being  used  as  residential  area. 

At  one  time  two  sawmills  and  a  starch  fac- 
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tory  were  in  operation  in  Cyr  Plantation.  The 
starch  factory,  owned  by  Mr.  Honore  Gagnon, 
a  Democrat,  played  a  political  role  in  the 
Plantation.  Democrat  and  Republican  parties 
were  strong  in  the  area.  Each  party  had  their 
chosen  place  to  deal  with.  The  Republicans 
had  their  starch  factory  in  Hamlin,  owned  by 
the  Martins.  Each  Party  had  their  own  hard¬ 
ware  store  in  Van  Buren. 

For  a  period  of  time,  Mr.  Aimable  Ouell¬ 
ette  and  David  Cyr  were  lumber  dealers. 

In  1870,  Cyr  Plantation  sent  25  men  to  the 
aid  of  the  Union  cause  in  the  war  of  the  re¬ 
bellion,  of  whom  11  were  lost.* 

The  free  Baptists  erected  a  neat  church  in 
the  Plantation.  The  majority  of  the  people 
were  Catholics  in  1870.  Today,  1970,  all  are 
Catholic  and  commute  to  St.  Bruno's  parish  in 
Van  Buren,  Maine.  Commuting  to  church  to¬ 
day  is  quite  different  from  a  century  ago.  They 
used  to  have  to  walk  or  ride  in  buggies  pulled 
by  a  horse,  and  in  winter  they  had  to  shovel 
their  way  through.  They  erected  crosses  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places  and  when  it  was  impossible  to  go 
to  church  they  would  perform  their  duties  gath¬ 
ered  around  the  cross. 

There  were  six  one-room  public  schools. 
By  1922,  177  pupils  were  attending  school  from 
1st  to  8th  grades,  with  an  average  of  29  pupils 
per  school.  The  schools  were  valued  at  $200 
each.  At  present  the  students  are  transported 
by  bus  to  Van  Buren.  The  four  surrounding 
towns  (Cyr,  Hamlin,  Van  Buren  and  Grand  Isle) 
have  formed  a  school  district  known  as  School 
Administrative  District  #24  (S.A.D/24).  We 
have,  as  of  today,  57  pupils  attending  school. 
The  population  in  1870was  356,  in  1880  it  was 
558  and  today,  1970,  remains  a  population  of 
150.  The  decrease  in  population  is  due  to  the 
economy  of  the  qrea .  Potatoes  are  its  main  in¬ 
dustry  and  the  potato  market  is  quite  low  at  the 
present  time.  Having  no  other  industry  in  the 
area,  the  people  are  leaving  in  search  of  bet¬ 
ter  opportunity  areas.  It  is  a  great  sorrow  to 
see  our  young  ones  leave  the  old  homesteads 
where  good  living  had  provided  big  families, 
happy  homes,  wide  open  country  fields,  clean 


and  fresh  air  and  water.  The  families  remain¬ 
ing  are  working  hard  to  maintain  the  land  of 
their  ancestors.  The  valuation  of  estates  in 
1870  was  $28,066.00  as  compared  to  1970, 
$203,705.00.  Tax  rate  in  1870,  .012,  and  in 
1970,  .126. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Cyr  Planta¬ 
tion  officers,  fees  and  commitments: 

1870 

Salary 

Assessors  Thomas  Sirois 

(The  $22.00  was  Hilaire  Duplessie 

divided  equally  Aimable  Ouellette 

among  the  3  assessors)  $22.00 


Clerk 

Thomas  Sirois 

6.00 

Treasurer 

Thomas  Sirois 

3.00 

Tax  Collector 

Joseph  Madore 

6.00 

Supt .  of  School 

Joseph  Fournier 

9.00 

Support  of  School 

85.00 

School  Committees 

Joseph  Lajoie 

3.00 

Joseph  Madore 

3.00 

Frank  Madore 

3.00 

Survey  of  Highways 

Hilary  Cyr 

Joseph  Madore 
Francis  Madore 

Fence  Viewer 

Hilary  Cyr 

Joseph  Lajoie 
Xavier  Ouellette 

Scaler 

Thomas  Sirois 

Constable 

Joseph  Lajoie 

Roads  and  Bridges 

$  250.00 

TOTAL  COMMITMENTS:  $  390.00 


1970 


Salary 


Assessors 

Alphy  Levasseur 

1,000.00 

Normand  Lajoie 

75.00 

Normand  D.  Ouellette 

75.00 

Clerk 

Roger  Lapierre 

50.00 

Treasurer 

Aristide  Lapierre 

125.00 
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Tax  Collector  Aristide  Lapierre  900.00 

Health  Officer  Alphy  Levasseur  5.00 


Supt.  of  Schools 


Charles  Tanous 
SAD  ^24  $19,304.10 

Mrs.  Norman  Lajoie 
Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur 


Survey  of  Highway  Normand  Lajoie 
Fence  Viewer  Alphy  Levasseur 


Scaler 

Constables 

Fire  Wardens 

Plantation  Report 
Auditor's  Fee 
Fire  Dept. 

Freight  on  Surplus 
Plantation  Hall 
Public  Nursing 
State  Aid  Road 


State  of  Maine 
Aristide  Lapierre 
Stacy  Dumond 
Conde  Madore 
Stacy  Dumond 
Gerald  Gagnon 
W.W.  Shean 
Van  Buren,  Me . 
Cole's  Express 
Expenses 
State  of  Maine 
Reconstruct  Roads 
Roads  &  Bridges  Summer  &  Winter 
Purchase  of  Road  Equip  .-Grader 
St  .John  Vol  .Act  .Council .  .  . 

(Federal  Program) 


County  Tax 
Abatements 
Overlay 

(Unused  unexpended  balance 
$3,000.00  for  school) 


55.00 

115.00 

800.00 

300.00 

175.00 

50.00 

1,800.00 

1,800.00 

400.00 

32.62 

1,117.19 

16.00 

899.09 


28,294.00 
-  3,000.00 


TOTAL  COMMITMENTS 


$  25,294.00 


NOTE:  Mrs.  Lawrence  Violette  of  Madawaska 
has  given  permission  to  quote  from  her  late 
husband's  book.  How  the  Acadians  Came 
to  Maine. 


****** 


When  a  secretary  is  a  peach. 

The  boss'  wife  usually  cans  her! 
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EARLY  RESIDENTS  LISTED  FROM  HISTORY 


EXTRACT  OF  U.S.  CENSUS  OF  1820  FOR  MADAWASKA 

(Editor's  note:  The  father's  name  is  first  listed 
followed  by  number  of  family  members.  It  is 
the  actual  spelling  as  taken  from  the  old  rec¬ 
ords.  The  correct  spelling  is  in  parenthesis  as 
near  as  could  be  determined.) 


Francis  Violet 
Alevey  Tebedore 
Joseph  Markcue 
Henri  Turdey 
Lewis  Willet 
Jos.  Sanpeshow 
Susan  Tibedore 
Jereviah  Dubey 
Bart  Burgoin 
Andrew  Martin 
Belon  Martin 
Bartis  Morris 
Charles  Bolio 
Peter  PcCure 
Jerman  Morio 
Bazill  Martin 
David  Crock 
Larison  Violet 
Lewis  Sanpishow 
Francis  Carney 
Fredric  Tario 
Sion  Fred  Tario 
Peter  Camio 
Alexandre 
Olivier  Tibedore 
Augustin  Violet 
Lario  Bel  If  ley 
Nicholas  Pelkey 
John  Betuhe 
Alexander  Crock 
John  B.  Tibedore 
Lewis  Stephed 
Henry  Versier 
David  Tibedore 
Michael  Tibedore 
Peter  Crock 
John  Batis  Tibedore 


9 

8  (Alexis  Thibodeau) 

1  (Mercure) 

7  (Tardif) 

15  (Ouellette) 

6  (Sanfacon) 

1 1  (Thibodeau) 

13 

7 
7 

4  (Beloni) 

7  (Maurice) 

7  (Beaulieu) 

6  (Mercure-McClure) 

9  (Germain  Morreau) 

5  (Basil) 

10 

4  (Larion) 

7  (Sanfacon) 

13  (Cormier) 

6  (Theriault) 

10  (Theriault) 

9  (Cormier) 

6 

6  (Thibodeau) 

13 

6  (Bellefleur) 

6  (Pelletier) 

5  (Boutot) 

4 

8  (Thibodeau) 

3 

2  (Vasseur) 

5  (Thibodeau) 

5  (Thibodeau) 

7 

2  (Thibodeau) 


•  oron  Sear 
Isaac  Violete 
John  Isaac  Violet 
Alexandre  Violet 
John  Mireshier 
Peter  Pelthey 
Charles  Martin 
John  B.  Martin 
Augustin  Martin 
Michael  Man 
Vincent  Albert 
Germain  Saurire 
Ron  Pelkey 
Jarom  Mario 
Vasio  Bare 
Barnum  Bushiere 
Jermain  Joshia 
Betis  Joshia 
Ely  Neehoson 
Lems  Simirron 
Joseph  Ma shau 
John  Hartford 
John  Hitchambou 
Lewis  Lecbore 
Paul  Marquis 
Gruino  Chasse 
Joseph  Michaud 
Albert  Albera  Jr. 
Alare  An  L'Clare 
Jos  Martin 
Simon  Martin 
Joseph  Albert 
Elecis  Cyr 
Joseph  Cyr 
Benjamin  Nador 
Lewis  Belflour 
Michael  Mercure 


12  (Larion  Cyr) 

5 

9 

7 

13 

5  (Pelletier) 

4 

11 

6 

9 

5 

12  (Souci) 

10  (Pelletier) 

9  (Jerome  Morreau) 

9  (Bard) 

7  (Boucher) 

8  (Germain) 

14  (Batiste) 

10  (Elie) 

9  (Clement  Simon) 

12  (Michaudl 

6 
8 
5 

4 

5  (Guillaume) 

11 

4 

3  (Alorie  Leclerc) 

9 

9 

9 

13  (Alexis) 

11 

13  (Nadeau) 

9  (Bellefleur) 

8 


12 


Batis  Lewsure 

5  (Lousier) 

Lewis  Mecure 

10  (Mercure) 

Joseph  Lewsure 

6  (Lausier) 

Francis  Martin  Jr. 

11 

Francis  Tibedo 

5  (Thibodeau) 

Michale  Martin 

10 

Jeremiah  Crock 

6 

Micheal  Serene 

18 

Harris  Laushiere 

4  (Honore  Levasseur) 

Lewis  Belflour 

7  (Bellefleur) 

David  Cyr 

Anthony  Gange 

1 1  (Gagne) 

Charles  Adyet 

7  (Ayotte) 

Nicholas  Pelletier 

18 

Peter  Duperre 

3 

Augustine  Pelletier 

3 

Peter  Lezart 

11  (Lizotte) 

Nicholas  Pelletier  Jr. 

6 

John  Betisiere 

10  (J.  B.  Cyr) 

Francis  Violet 

5 

Christopher  Cyr 

10 

John  B.  Parser 

5 

Joseph  Cyr 

7 

Gregoire  Tibedore 

12  (Thibodeau) 

Christopher  Cyr 

10 

Paulet  Tibedore 

9  (Paul  Thibodeau) 

John  Batis  Daigle 

10 

John  B .  Gavah 

3  (Gauvin) 

Chrisost  Cyr 

12  (Chryostome) 

Augustin  Gavah 

3  (Gauvin) 

Joseph  Adyet 

7  (Ayotte) 

Phenney  Stephedo 

8  (  Phenias  Thibodeau) 

Xavier  Cyr 

12 

Benjamin  Versier 

4  (Levasseur) 

Joseph  Daigle 

9 

Joseph  Tarrio 

5 

Domeque  Daigle 

6  (Dominique  Daigle) 

Laurence  Tario 

7 

Michael  Bablert 

4  (Albert) 

Pherman  Dusett 

11  (Firm in  Doucette) 

John  B.  Tibedore  Jr. 

6  (Thibodeau) 

Mermeit  Daigle 

9 

George  Tibedore 

10  (Thibodeau) 

Jos  Pelkey 

10  (Pelletier) 

Betis  Tibedore 

5  (Thibodeau) 

Leon  Belflour 

3  (Bellefleur) 

John  B .  Tibedore 

6  (Thibodeau) 

John  Thibodeau 

9 

Clement  Sauciere 

12  (Saucier) 

John  B.  Thibodeau 

7 

Jos  Michaud 

8 

John  Sier 

3  (Cyr) 

Isaac  Violetrd 

10  (Violet) 

Michael  Thibodeau 

5 

Fermin  Nadore 

10  (Nadeau) 

David  Thibodeau 

5 

German  Dube 

9 

Joseph  Thibodeau 

8 

Nathan  Baker 

7 

George  Thibodeau 

8 

Colemashee  Chrint 

12 

Lewis  Thibodeau 

3 

Joseph  Mashau 

2’  (Michaud) 

B.Q.  Thibodore 

5  (Thibodeau) 

Jereny  Jermer 

12  (Geremie  Germain) 

Francis  Dorsett 

9  (Doucette) 

Paul  Marker 

14  (Marquis) 

Lorent  Jenian 

7  (Laurent  Genest) 

Joseph  Albare 

7  (Albert) 

Joseph  Jenian 

5  (Genest) 

Levy  Clare 

8  (Levite  LeClaire) 

Benj .  Lerassaus 

4  (Levasseur) 

Joseph  Nadow 

-  (Nadeau) 

Honerd  Lerassaus 

10  (Levasseur) 

if.******************* 


Seems  strange  that  the  man  who  has  money  to  burn  cannot  take  it  with  him . The  end 

never  really  justifies  the  meanness.  .  .  .Bathing  suits  point  out  the  figure,  but  slacks  reveal 
the  facts.  .  .  .Forty  is  a  good  age:  women  are  still  interested  in  you,  but  the  Army  isn't. 
Drive  safely  and  avoid  the  mourning  after.  .  .  .A  bright  eye  indicates  curiosity,  a  black  eye, 
too  much.  .  .  .  Whenever  I  hear  modern  music,  I  endeavor  to  find  out  who  decomposed  it. 
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A  MEANS  OF  TRAVELING  IN  1850 


REMINDERS  OF  OTHER  DAYS 
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MRS.  EUPHEMIE  OUELLETTE  WITH 
HER  GREAT  GRANDMOTHER'S 
SPINNING  WHEEL  BOUGHT  IN  1860. 

HER  SINGER  SEWING  MACHINE  OF  1915 
IS  TO  THE  LEFT, 

AND  HOLDING  IN  HER  LEFT  HAND  IS  A 
CANDLE  MAKER. 

EVERYTHING  IS  IN  GOOD  WORKING 
CONDITION  TODAY! 


"MY  WEDDING  DRESS" 

MRS.  ISIDORE  DUMOND,  44  YEARS  AGO 
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ST.  BRUNO'S 

FIRST  CATHOLIC  CHURCH! 


Back  of  this  card  was  post  marked 
Van  Buren,  Me.,  Aug.  8  p.m., 
1907,  and  mailed  with  a  1  cent 
postage  stamp  to  Mr.  Edward 
Lacombe,  Presque  Isle,  Me. 

Front  of  card  was  used  for 
message . 

(Printed  in  small  print  on  back: 
"Made  in  Germany  for  Geo.  E. 
Watson,  Van  Buren,  Me.  This 
side  is  for  the  address.") 


REMODELED  ...  ...  NEWLY  BUILT 


-  16  - 


FORMER  RESIDENCE  OF 
Jos.  Martin  and  R.  Armand  Albert 
being  used  as  a  repository  in  the 
Corpus  Christ!  procession . 
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CORPUS  CHRISTI  PROCESSION 


CUSTOMS  OF  YESTERYEAR  REFLECT  RELIGIOUS  NATURE  OF  AREA 


GROTTO  IN  BACK  OF  ST.  MARY'S  COLLEGE  .  .  .  1903 


,  ;  JW  JM 

v-  jl*  r»  =,  -  * 

gj#-  *i  -  ^  * 


1*  « .  1 


,  ,^V 

;**4  ■ -/  •■■ 

*5*  •  '••ft-*'  <••*/•»  .‘  ■  *•■'  V.- '•  •*■.  '  '.'•  • 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren.  Me 


.  ,  >  .  T  ^2L  >■ 


PICTURES  BRING  BACK  MEMORIES 
OF  OTHER  DA  YS  IN  VAN  BUREN 


OLD  TIMERS 

PARADE  AT  THE  TURNING 
POINT  IN  VAN  BUREN'S 
RAILROAD  STATION. 
RAILROAD  CARS  CAN 
BE  SEEN  AT  TOP  OF  PHOTO! 
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FIRST  POST  OFFICE  IN  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE,  SERVING  CYR,  HAMLIN,  &  KEEGAN 


CHARLES  HAMMOND 
VAN  BUREN  POSTMASTER 
1870 
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AIMABLE  OUELLETTE, 

CYR  PLANTATION'S  MAIL 
CARRIER  IN  1860.  A  SIMILAR 
TEAM  AND  BUGGY  WAS  USED 
BY  MR.  OUELLETTE  TO  HAUL 
MAIL  FROM 

CARIBOU  TO  VAN  BUREN 


r 


TODAY'S  MAILMAN 
MR.  LUCIEN  OUELLETTE 
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EARLY  RESIDENTS 
LISTED  FROM  HISTORY 

These  are  the  U.S.  census  reports  for  Cyr 
Plantation  for  the  years  I860,  1870,  and  1880. 
You  can  see  in  these  reports  a  growth  from  a 
handful  of  residences  to  nearly  a  hundred  farms. 
In  1860,  U.S.  census  taker,  John  Farrell,  re¬ 
corded  ?5  families  living  in  Township  L,  which 
later  became  Cyr  Plantation.  In  June  of  1870, 
A.  S.  Richards,  a  Van  Buren  merchant,  listed 
60  families  in  56  residences.  The  1880  census 
taker.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Pelletier  of  Van  Buren, 
showed  80  families  in  73  homes  living  in  Cyr 
Plantation. 

From  these  records,  you  can  distinguish 
the  earlier  settlers  from  the  later  arrivals.  For 
example,  the  Ouellette's,  the  Madore's  and 
the  Duplessis's  were  in  Cyr  Plantation  prior  to 
1860,  while  the  Deveau's,  the  Lajoie's  and  the 
Couturier's  arrived  only  after  the  1870's.  Some 
families  who  lived  here  one  hundred  years  ago 
are  gone:  the  Graces',  the  Proulx',  and  the 
Mercures' . 

It  must  be  noted  that  in  the  original  census 
reports  the  maiden  name  of  each  spouse  was 
not  listed.  It  is  only  through  further  research 
that  I  was  able  to  find  them.  I  have  entered 
these  names  in  parenthesis,  e.g.  "Stanislas 
Madore  married  Elizabeth  (Parent)."  Some 
names  were  misspelled  or  erroneously  entered 
in  the  census.  When  able  to,  I  fxave  placed 
the  correct  spelling  in  parenthesis  next  to  the 
original  spelling  used  by  the  census  taker. 

In  most  instances  I  have  indicated  the 
place  of  birth  of  individuals  born  outside  the 
state  of  Maine.  Where  no  birth  place  was  giv¬ 
en,  it  is  generally  safe  to  assume  the  birthplace 
is  Maine. 

Guy  F.  Dubay 


1860  U.S.  CENSUS 
TAKEN  BY  JOHN  FARRELL 
JUNE  1-4,  TOWNSHIP  L 

1  .  Denis  Farrel,  35,  Me.,  Severine  (Michaud) 
33,  Canada.  Charles  10. 

July  ,61,  (Julie  Dube,  mother) 

James  Michaud,  15,  N.B. 

2.  Remo  (?)  Cormier,  24 

B.F.  Young,  Nancy  20. 

3.  Robert  Power,  40,  Ireland,  Margaret  (Far¬ 
rell),  38,  Me.  Patrick  13,  Margaret  16,  Mary 
Anne  9,  Robert  11,  July  Anne  (14  (Julienne), 
Catherine  7,  John  5,  Denis  3,  Peter  1  (Ire¬ 
land)  . 

John  Hays,  78,  lumberman. 

4.  Henry  Cormier,  43,  Me.,  Angele  (Nadeau) 
22,  Me.  Francois  age  2. 

5.  Thomas  Madore,  46,  Canada,  Mary  (Cor¬ 
mier),  42,  Me.  Arthemise  14,  Francois  13, 
Lucy  12,  Sophia  4,  Demerise  3. 

6.  Benjamin  Madore,  41,  Canada,  Lucy  (Ayot) 
29,  Me.  Denis  10,  Benjamin  9,  Joseph  8, 
Solomon  7,  Mary  4,  Simier  2  (Simeon),  Felix 
age  1  (Phileas) 

7.  Amos  •  (Aimable)  Ouellette,  24,  Canada, 
Zoway  (Zoe  Ayot),  23,  Me.  Joseph  2,  and 
Vital  3  months. 

8.  Xavier  Ouellette,  39,  Canada,  Talita 
(Athalie  Madore),  40,  Canada.  Anthony  8, 
Joseph  6,  Xavier  4,  Mary  2,  Urbain  1  month. 

9.  Hilaire  Duplissy,  34,  Me.,  Mary  (Madore) 
40,  Canada.  Michael  10,  Benjamin  7,  Sophie 
5,  Demerise  1 . 

10.  Francois  Madore,  34,  Canada,  Justine 
(Ayot),  24,  Me.  Augustin  8,  Sophia  6,  Fearah 
4,  Onsime  2  (Onesime),  Victoria  2  months. 

1 1 .  Francois  Madore,  30,  Canada,  Flevy  (La- 
plante,  27,  Canada.  Euzeb  8  (Eusebe),  Jo¬ 
seph  6,  Jane  2. 

12.  Michael  Thibodeau,  34,  Me.,  Emily 
(Madore),  29,  Me.  Valery  8,  Michael  7, 
Vina  5,  May  3,  Peter  2  and  Adeline  2  months. 


13.  Nicolas  Gova  (Govin?),  52,  Canada, 
Placite,  40,  Canada.  Victoria  17  (Canada), 
Joseph  12  (Canada),  Isreal  10  (Canada). 

14.  Stanislas  Madore,  31,  Canada,  Elizabeth 
(Parent),  32,  Me.  Thomas  11,  Achille  10, 
Cyrille  8,  Denis  6,  Xavier  3,  Flevy  1 . 

15.  Francis  Lizotte,  65,  Me.,  Margaret  (Cyr) 
54,  Me.  Francis  19,  Philomene  17,  Registe 
14,  Mitaite  13  (Methaide),  Prime  11,  Vital  9. 

16.  Remie  Dumond,  43,  Canada,  Eleonore 
Duperry),  Canada .  Modeste  15  (Canada),  Se¬ 
vere  14  (Canada),  Sophie  12  (Canada),  Joseph 
6  (Canada,  Ferdinand  4  (Canada),  Clemen¬ 
tine  3  (Canada) . 

17.  Euzeb  (Eusebe)  Michaud,  25,  Canada, 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Farrell)  20,  Me.  Peter  3,  and 
George  age  1 . 

18.  Francis  Cyr,  (Croc),  27,  N.B.,  Margaret 
(Cyr),  24,  N.B. 

19.  Philip  Langlais,  37,  Louis  (Duplessy)  31, 
Edward  11,  Joseph  9,  Felix  8,  John  6. 

20.  Hilaire  Cyr,  37,  Me.,  Eleonore  (Rose 
Thibodeau),  Me.  Theophile  16,  Hilaire  18, 
Elias  15,  Michael  12,  Denis  10,  Mary  9, 
George  7,  Charlotte  5,  John  3,  Jane  6  months. 

21.  Andrew  Cyr,  22,  N.B. 

22.  Michael  Thibodeau,  63,  N.B.,  Margaret 
(Cyr),  62,  N.B.  Hilaire  33,  Lucy  29,  Hilaire 
8,  Mary  7,  Prudent  5,  Victoria  3,  Elias  1, 
Vital  20,  Marcel  17. 

Joseph  Madore  49,  Fresime  (Thibodeau) 
48,  Theophilus  8. 

23.  Louis  Violette,  Maine 

24.  Remi  Bushey  (Boucher),  50,  Canada,  Jo¬ 
seph  Bushey,  50,  Canada,  Leonore  (Duplessis) 


36,  Me.  Fearmie  12  (Firmin),  Isaie  10,  July  9 
(Julie),  David  6,  Joseph  4. 

25.  Cyprien  Grace,  55,  Canada,  Venerante 
(Violette)  47,  N.B.  Xavier  20,  Paschal  15, 
Denis  12,  Cyprien  10,  Priscille  9,  Michael  5. 

26.  Xavier  Squirrel  (St.  Germain),  38,  Can¬ 
ada,  Semire  (Ouellet),  37,  Canada.  Xavier 
8,  Philonise  7,  Elisa  5,  Augustine  3,  Baptiste 
2,  Ferdinand  6  months. 

27.  Hilaire  Squirrel  (St.  Germain)  45,  Cana¬ 
da,  Modeste  (Nadeau),  *36,  Me.  Domitilde 
14,  Emily  10,  Hilaire  7,  John  1. 

28.  Joseph  Lapierre,  32,  Canada,  Magde- 
leine  (Parent),  17,  Me.  Joseph  8,  Paul  4  mos. 

Augustin  Madore,  83,  Canada. 

29.  Andrew  Nado  (Nadeau),  27,  N.B.,  Mar¬ 
garet  (Grace),  24,  N.  B.  Venerande  6,  Fir¬ 
min  4,  Delina  2. 

30.  Andrew  King,  62,  Me.,  Mary,  42,  N.B., 
Francis  19,  Vina  17,  Alexis  14,  Urbain  12, 
and  Phileas  2 . 

31.  Aaron  King,  26,  Me.,  Julianne  (Souci), 
25,  N.B.  EmilienCyr7,  Natalie  Cyr  5. 

32.  Xavier  Cormier,  28,  Serah  (Salome?)  50. 

33.  Belone  Martin,  42,  Judie  (Judith  Leblanc) 
32.  Paul  10,  Sophia  8,  Flevy  5,  Vital  2, 
John  1  month . 

34.  Joseph  Duperrie  (Duperry),  23,  Me., 
Julienne  (Nadeau),  24,  N.B. 

Therese  (Fournier),  56,  Canada,  (Mother) 

35.  Edward  Duplissey,  57,  Me.,  Mary  (Ouell¬ 
ette,  53.  Philomen  15,  Sophia  13,  Mary  11, 
Diego  8. 

Michael,  81,  Canada  (his  father). 


******************** 


You  can  accomplish  anything  if  you  have  patience.  You  can  even  carry  water  in  a  sieve  if  you 
wait  until  it  freezes. 

The  moon  will  probably  be  our  next  vacation  spot.  People  who  go  there  won't  have  an  earthly 
thing  to  do. 
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Dr.  George  Cloutier,  St.  Leonard,  N.B. 
He  served  the  valley  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  for  many  years. 
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Dr.  Oneil  Labbe,  our  physician 
of  today,  and  a  native  of  the  area 


DR.  TOUSSAINT  WAS  ALSO 
OUR  DOCTOR  IN 
THE  EARLY  DAYS 
(No  picture  available) 


Our  young  Dr.  Philip  Sanfacon 
A  native  of  Grand  Isle,  Maine 
and  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Sanfacon 
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EARLY  RESIDENTS 
LISTED  FROM  HISTORY 

1870  U.S.  CENSUS 
TAKEN  BY  A.  S.  RICHARDS 
JUNE  17-21,  CYR  PLANTATION 

1- 1  Cormier,  Sally  (Salomee),  46,  Maine. 

2- 2  Duplisses,  Richard,  26,  Eleonore,  29. 

3- 3  Viancour,  Paul,  24,  Canada;  Grace, 
Emerance)  Mary,  24,  Canada. 

4- 4  Ouellette,  Peter,  72,  Canada;  (Isaie) 
(Isaia,  35,  Me;  (Dumond)  Sarah,  Canada;  La- 
vina  12,  Julianne  10,  Joseph'8,  Louis  5,  Abel 
3,  Faleanie  8  months. 

5- 5  Madore,  Joseph,  60;  Francis,  52;  Tardy, 
Adolphe  19,  Viancour,  Prise? I le  18. 

6- 6  Prue  (Proulx),  John,  50,  Canada;  (Thibo¬ 
deau)  Phebe  (Flavie);  Harriet  17  (Henrietta), 
Vital  14,  Dina  13,  Joanis  10  (Jeanne),  July 
Anne  (Julienne),  Anthony  3,  Angelique  2. 

7- 7  Albert,  Octave,  23;  (Cyr)  Mary,  20; 
Sophie  1 . 

8- 8  Thibado,  Michael,  77,  Canada;  (Cyr) 
Margaret,  72,  Canada;  Marcel  26,  (Ouellette) 
Angelique  19,  Modeste  3,  Vital  1. 

9- 9  Coran  (Caron)  Octave,  30,  Canada;  (Thi¬ 
bodeau)  Modeste,  30;  Margaret  11,  Dina  9, 
Octave  8,  Sarah  6,  Frank  3,  Marcel  1. 

10- 10  Cyr,  Learnce  (Hilarion),  48;  (Thibo¬ 
deau)  Roseanne,  47;  George  17,  Charlotte  13, 
John  11,  Flavie  9,  Sophie  7. 

11- 11  Sirois,  Charles,  55,  Canada;  (Parent) 
Margaret,  46,  Jane  7. 

12- 12  Ouellette,  Edward,  52,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent)  Angelique/ 42,  Me.;  Louisa  24,  Charlotte 
16,  Zoise  (Zoe)  15,  Mathilda  13,  Philomena 
11,  Marceline  9,  Vitaline  4,  Alfred  1,  Mary  2. 

13- 13  Cyr,  Michael,  22,  Me.;  (Cyr)  Zite  21. 

14- 14  Cyr,  Andre,  31,  N.B.;  (Violette)  Mo¬ 
deste,  29;  Zite  4,  Anthony  3,  Severine  2,  Su- 


sanne  3  months;  Pelletier,  Helene,  18,  domes¬ 
tic  servant. 

15- 15  Cyr,  Tuffield  (Theophile),  25,  (Sirois) 
Femif  22,  (Euphemie)  Levasseur;  Baptiste  4, 
Belony  3,  Tuffield  8  months  (Theophile). 

16- 16  Ouellette,  Peter,  25,  Canada;  (Ayot) 
(Uphemia,  22;  Anthony  4,  Simon  3,  Abel  1, 
Joseph  1  month. 

17- 17  Ouellette,  Amos  (Aimable),  34;  (Ayot) 
Joyse  (Zoe),  32;  Joseph  11,  Vital  10,  Nancy 
8,  Peter  7,  Antoine  5,  Catherine  4,  Belony  3, 
Mary  1 . 

18- 18  Levasseur,  Regist,  30;  (Sirois)  (Duples- 
sis)  Belinda,  31;  Margaret  9,  Sophia  8,  Isaiah 
6,  Eloi  4,  Peter  2,  Susan  10  months. 

19- 19  Thibado,  Hileir  (Hilaire),  42;  (Corr- 
veau,  Olympe)  Olive,  40;  Heleir  19,  Zite  17, 
Prudent  18,  Victoria  14,  Eli  11,  Marcel  9, 
Vital  6,  Sophia  5,  Margaret  4,  Isaiah  2. 

20- 20  Mercur(e),  Thomas,  26,  N.B.;  Christie 
28,  N.B.;  Delina  6,  Julia  3,  Thomas  1. 

21- 21  Cormier;  Fabien,  58,  Me.;  (Langlais) 
Amelia  (Emelie),  43;  John  21,  Maxime  19, 
Francis  17,  Severe  16,  Seonore  14,  Elizabeth 
12,  Samuel  9,  Lieze  (Elise)  8,  Liezeanne  4, 
Precilla  2. 

22- 22  Duperre,  Joseph,  43,  Canada;  (Nadeau) 
Julienne,  34,  N.B.;  Firmin  18,  Georgiana  8, 
Joseph  7,  Caroline  6,  Mary  4. 

Batier,  Catherine,  domestic  servant. 

23- 23  Deplissie,  Edward,  67,  N.B.;  (Ouell¬ 
ette)  Mary,  66,  Canada. 

24- 24  Ouellette,  Fabien,  36,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent)  Mary,  21,  Me.;  Joseph  5,  Sophia  3, 
Leah  1 . 

24- 25  Deplissis,  Abraham,  38;  Uphemia,  27. 

25- 26  Peltier,  Maxime,  36,  Canada;  (Mi¬ 
chaud)  Adeline,  32,  Canada;  Euphemie  9 
(Canada),  Napoleon  7  (Canada),  Susan  4 
(Canada),  Joseph  1,  Mary  1  month. 

26- 27  Martin,  Belony,  51,  N.B.;  (Leblanc) 
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Julia,  44;  Paul  18,  Flavia  15,  Vital  13,  John 
10,  Denis  8,  Belony  6,  Ada  4,  Eliza  1 . 

27- 28  King  (Roy)  Aron  (Aaron),  46,  N.B.; 
(Souci)  Julianne,  45,  N.B. 

29  Grace,  Paschal,  27;  (Cyr)  Amelia,  17; 
Laura  1  month. 

28- 30  Ayot,  Thomas,  29,  Me.;  (Corriveau) 
Adelaide,  3,  Canada;  Antoine,  Theodore, 
Denis,  Belony;  Cureveau,  Mary  7  Canada. 

29- 31  Cyr,  Denis,  24;  (Cormier)  Denise,  22; 
Charles  2,  Mary  5  months. 

30- 31  Grace,  Xavier,  30;  (Roy)  Veliance  28; 
Sophia  7,  Eloi  5,  Joseph  3,  Simon  6  months. 

32.  King  (Roy);  Francis,  30;  Victoria,  21; 
Alphonse  2,  Delina  1. 

32- 34  King  (Roy)  Abraham,  73,  N.B.;  Tel lis 
(Athalie)  66.  (Varville  Sirois?) 

31- 33  Lepierre,  Joseph,  47,  Canada;  (Cyr) 
Margaret,  33;  Joseph  Jean  18,  Susan  9;  Vinah 
4,  Demerise  3,  Adonis  1. 

33- 35  St.  Germain,  Heleir,  53,  Canada; 
(Nadeau)  Modeste,  53,  Canada;  Heleir  17, 
John  11,  Firmin  6,  Demerise  22,  Delina  8, 
Julia  3 . 

34- 36  Ouilette,  Leadie,  33;  Xavier  12,  Is¬ 
rael  10,  Florent  4,  Dinah  1 . 

35- 37  Grace,  Zyprien,  65,  Canada;  (Violette) 
Velivante,  58,  Canada;  Michael  15. 

36- 38  Sirois,  Thomas,  25,  Me.;  (Grace)  Pre- 
cilla  19;  Joseph  5,  Napoleon  2  months. 

37- 39  Michaud,  Zebulon  (Eusebe),  37;  (Far¬ 
rell)  Elizabeth,  30;  Peter  13,  George  11,  Ze¬ 
bulon  9,  Firmin  6,  Mary  E.  4,  Catherine  2, 
Edward  1  month. 

38- 40  Cormier,  Henry,  51;  (Nadeau)  Angel- 
ique,  37;  Francis  11,  Joseph  10,  Madeleine  8, 
Anastasha  6. 

39- 41  Peter,  Francis,  36,  Canada;  Mary,  47, 
Canada;  Peter  12  (Canada),  Baptiste  10  (Can¬ 
ada),  Prudent  6  (Canada). 

40- 42  Cyr,  David,  58;  (Farrell)  Margaret,  47; 


Severine  14,  John  10,  Julia  Farrell,  72,  N.B., 
(mother). 

41- 44  Madore,  Charles,  28,  Canada;  Mary, 
24,  N.B.;  Mary  5,  James  3,  Simon  6  months. 

42- 45  Madore,  Francis,  40,  Canada;  (La- 
plante)  Phebe,  39,  Canada;  Zebulon  (Eisebe) 
17,  Me.;  Joseph  13,  Genevieve  12,  Frederick 
9,  Benjamin  5,  Peter  3,  Mary  2  months. 

(Couturier)  Taylor,  Mary,  26,  domestic 
servant. 

43- 46  Deplises,  Heleir,  43,  Me.;  (Cote)  Ada, 
29,  Canada;  Michael  19,  Benjamin  17;  Dem¬ 
erise  10,  Sophia  15,  Severine  7, 

44- 47  Ouellette,  Xavier,  49,  Canada;  (MaO 
dore)  Tallie,  54,  Canada;  Anthony  16,  Joseph 
15,  Xavier  14,  Mary  12,  Hubert  10,  Meyph  (?) 
Victoria  6  (Canada),  Sarah  Ouellette,  15,  do¬ 
mestic  servant. 

45- 48  Ouellette,  Antoine,  44,  Canada;  (Ayot) 
Louisa,  40,  Me.;  Benjamin  Madore  19,  Solo¬ 
mon  Madore  16,  Joseph  Madore  17,  Simon  13, 
Felix  11,  Mary  14,  Margaret  Ouellette,  20, 
Canada,  domestic  servant. 

49.  Aretha  Ouellette  (?),  46,  Canada; 
Meyah  (?)  Arthemise  13,  (Canada),  Bap¬ 
tiste  11  (Canada),  Fred  9  (Canada). 

46- 50  Madore,  Augustus,  97,  Canada;  Ma¬ 
dore,  Thomas  50,  Canada;  (Cormier)  Mary, 
52;  Francis  22,  Arthemise  22,  Sophia  15,  Dem¬ 
erise  13. 

47- 51  Madore,  F.  L.,  44,  Canada;  Augustd, 
36;  Augustus  17,  Sophia  15,  Firmin  14,  Oz- 
eme  12  (Onesime),  Demerise  8,  Joseph  6,  Da¬ 
vid  3,  Frederick  2. 

48- 52  Madore,  Stanislas,  46,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent)  Elizabeth,  40;  Thomas  22,  Achille  20, 
Cyrille  18,  Denis  17,  Xavier  15,  Flavia. 9, 
Leah  5,  Dinah  3  (Lumina),  Amos  6  months, 
Lezianne  Ouellette,  Canada. 

49- 53  Dumond,  Remi,  58,  Canada;  (Duperry) 
Leonore,  45,  Canada;  Joseph  15,  Ferdinand  13, 
Edward  9,  Clementine  11,  Lansie  7,  Mary  2. 

50- 54  Gonion  (Gagnon),  Noel,  26;  (Roy) 
Zite,  17. 
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51- 55  Gonion  (Gagnon),  Louis  J.,  28;  (Roy) 
Flavia,  20;  Joseph  2,  Phebe  1  (Flavie). 

52- 56  Cote,  Paul  (Hypolite),  34;  (Roy)  Mary; 
Paul  Jean  8  (Napoleon),  Julia  6,  Isaiah  5, 
Simon  3. 

53- 57  Lavoie,  Peter  Jean,  25,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent,  Anne)  Phebe,  20;  Joseph  1. 

54- 58  Lavoie,  John,  43,  Canada;  (Cyr)  Mary, 
35,  N.B.;  Maxime  17(N.B.;  Michael  11  (N. 
B.);  Mary  15(N.B.),  Sophie  13,(N.B.) 

55- 59  Lavoie,  Peter,  58,  Canada;  (Madore) 
Mary,  50,  Canada;  Lawrence  19  (Canada), 
Francis  16  (Canada),  Clementine  12  (Canada), 
Joseph  10  (Canada),  Eloi  6  (Maine). 

56- 60  Fournier,  Joseph,  41;  (Nadeau)  Mary, 
36;  Ugene  (Euzebe)  16,  Mary  13,  Marceline 
10,  Joseph  8,  Mathilda  6,  Alexis  4,  Richard 
1  month. 


CYR  PLANT  A  TION  SAWMILL 

OWNED  AND  OPERATED  BY  MR.  HONORE  GAGNON 


A  starch  factory  stood  to  the  left  of  the  sawmill  alongside  the  Hammond  Brook  on  Madore 
Road,  known  in  the  area  as  "La  Petite  Riviere".  The  boarding  house  stood  east  of  the 
Brook.  The  last  ones  to  run  the  boarding  house  were  Mr  .and  Mrs.  Joseph  Cyr.  Both  places 
would  employ  approximately  30  to  40  people. 


-  28  - 


1872  ST.  BRUNO’S  CENSUS 


AROOSTOOK  ROAD 

(Husband  and  wife  listed  in  that  order) 

Salomee  Cormier  and  Zepherine  Michaud;  Jos 
Couturier  and  Adelaid  Ouellette;  Paul  Vaill- 
ancourt  and  Emerine  Grace;  Isaie  Ouellette 
and  Seconde  Dumont;  Jos  Madore  and  Euphro- 
sine  Thibodeau;  Jean  Plourde  and  Flavie  Thi¬ 
bodeau;  Marcel  Thibodeau  and  Angele  Ouell¬ 
ette;  Michel  Thibodeau  and  Marguerite  Cyr; 
Alairie  Cyr  and  Rose  Thibodeau;  Michel  Cyr 
and  Docithe  Ouellette;  Thomas  Sirois  and  Mar¬ 
quette  Parent;  Andre  Cyrand  Modeste  Violette; 
Damien  Lavoie  and  Vitaline  Ouellette;  Pierre 
Ouellette  and  Euphemie  Ayotte;  Thomas  Ayotte 
and  Adele  Corriveau;  Aimable  Ouellette  and 
Zoe  Ayotte;  Denis  Ouellette  and  Angele  Mar¬ 
tin;  Edouard  Ouellette  and  Angel ique  Parent; 
Jo  Bernard  and  Lucie  Raymond;  Fabien  Cormier 
and  Emilie  Wobart;  Fabien  Ouellette  and  Ma¬ 
rie  Sirois;  Edward  Duplessis  and  Marie  Ouell¬ 
ette;  Maxime  Pelletier  and  Delina  Martin;  Be- 
noni  Martin  and  Judith  Ablonc;  Jos  Lapierre 
and  Marguerite  Cyr;  Cyprien  Grace  and  Vene- 
rende  Violette;  Edward  Cyrand  Marguerite  Tar- 
dif;  Euzebe  Michaud  and  Elise  Farrell. 

CYR  BACK  SETTLEMENT 

Jos  Cyr  and  Demerise  Ayotte;  Abraham  Roy  and 
Therese  Fournier;  Xavier  Grace  and  Venerende 
Roy;  Alex  Beaulieu  and  Modest  Ayotte;  Regis 
Levasseur  and  Obeline  Duplessis;  Jos  Duperry 


and  Jullienne  Nadeau;  Cleophas  Duplessi  and 
Arthemise  Madore;  Francis  Roy  and  Victoire 
Pelletier;  Thomas  Sirois  and  Priscille  Dick; 
Francis  Lemieux  and  Marie  Ouellette;  Archille 
Madore  and  Marguerite  Ouellette;  Remi  Du¬ 
mont  and  Eleonore  Duperry;  Jules  Levasseur  and 
Emelie  St.  Germain;  Stanislas  Lajoie  (from 
Grand  Falls)  and  Marie  Laplante;  Francis  Ber¬ 
nier  and  Elise  Cyr;  Abraham  Marquis  and  Ar¬ 
themise  Lajoie;  Cyprien  Berube  and  Mathaide 
Terriault. 

BONIFACE  -  BACK  SETTLEMENT 

Theodore  Cyr  and  Josephine  Raymond;  Laurent 
Martin  and  Veu  Exa  Violette;  Baptiste  Martin 
and  Euphenie  Thibodeau;  Pierre  Lavoie  and 
Nancy  Parent;  Michele  Bourgoin  and  Flavie 
Beaulieu;  Bruno  Royand  Angele  Beaulieu;  Jean 
Baptiste  Roy  and  Henriette  Ouellette;  Pierre 
Lavoie  and  Marie  Madore;  Abraham  Roy  and 
Philomen  Nadeau . 

MADORE  SECTION 

Thomas  Madore  and  Marie  Dick;  Felix  Linette 
and  Angel  ique  Parent;  Francois  Madore  and 
Flavie  Madore;  Stanislas  Madore  and  Elise 
Parent;  Antoine  Ouellette  and  Lea  Ayotte; 
Thomas  Madore  and  Marie  Cormier;  Benjamin 
Madore  and  Louise  Ayotte;  Francis  Madore  and 
Artemese  Dione;  Francois  Lavoie  and  Marie 
Cyr. 
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TOWN  MEETINGS  SPAN  100  YEARS 


Cyr  Plantation  held  its  first  public  town 
meeting  on  March  24,  1870,  at  9:00  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  in  a  one-room  school  house  ^2 
situated  on  the  corner  lot  of  George  Deveau's 
farm . 

The  Warrants  were  posted  at  Francois  Ma- 
dore's  blacksmith  shop  and  one  at  the  school- 
house.  The  meeting  took  place  in  the  same 
manner  as  today's. 

The  total  commitment  of  1870  was  $425.00 
as  compared  to  1970's  $25,294.00. 

The  first  Assessors  were:  Thomas  Sirois, 
1st;  Hilaire  Duplessi,  2nd;  Aimable  Ouellette, 
3rd.  They  chose  Peter  Charles  Keegan  as  their 
bookkeeper,  justice  of  the  peace  and  legal  ad¬ 
visor.  (Early  pictures  of  Thomas  Sirois  and 
Peter  C.  Keegan  on  page  44. 

The  following  will  describe  what  took 
place  in  the  past  one  hundred  years: 

1870,  1871,  1872  —  Voted  regular  budget. 

1873  —  Voted  not  to  allow  cattle  to  run  on  the 
highway. 

1874  —  Elected  school  committee  for  three 
years.  Voted  to  allow  .25  cents  an  hour 
for  a  span  of  horses  and  12  1/2  cents  an 
hour  for  a  man . 

1878  —  Hiring  of  teachers  was  left  up  to  the 
school  committee. 

1880  —  It  was  voted  that  the  rear  back  settle¬ 
ment  from  Thomas  Martin  to  Denis  Madore 
be  one  district  for  school . 

1882  —  A  special  meeting  was  held  to  replace 
first  selectman,  Mr.  Thomas  Sirois  who 
died,  by  Richard  Levasseur.  Paid  J.  B. 
Pelletier  $50  for  a  road  across  his  land. 
Paid  $9  to  Jaytrikay  &  Stearns  of  Caribou 
for  settling  Cyr  Plantation  affairs. 

1883  —  A  petition  filed  to  build  a  road  lead¬ 


ing  to  St.  Mary's  by  way  Alphonse  La- 
plante's  today. 

1884  —  Accepted  a  new  road  in  District  ^1 
from  the  county  road  to  the  lots  of  Regis 
Levasseur,  Joseph  Ouellette  and  Cleophas 
Duplessi . 

ALSO,  a  new  way  in  District  ^2  to  Da- 
mase  Martin. 

VOTED  to  pay  Assessors  in  laying  roads  in 
1883. 

1886  —  Accepted  the  town  way  laid  out  in 
1885  by  the  Assessors  as  Michel  Lajoie 
Road. 

VOTED  that  District  ^2  raise  the  sum  of 
$50  in  labor  to  help  Dist.  ^1  repair  bridge 
on  Ancaine  Michaud  Stream. 

VOTED  $10  for  the  damage  of  the  above 
road  to  Andrew  Cyr  and  Hilaire  Thibodeau . 
Accepted  the  settlement  of  Hutin  Madore. 
VOTED  to  hunt  up  the  persons  or  person 
who  had  hired  Madigan  &  Denworth  in  the 
name  of  the  Plantation.  Voted  school  a- 
gent  hires  teachers. 

1887  —  VOTED  that  the  tax  collector  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  taxes  left  unpaid  at  the  end 
of  the  municipal  year  and  he  pay  balance 
unpaid  at  the  meeting  of  1888. 

Special  meeting  April  25,  1887:  VOTED  to 
build  a  new  school  in  District  ^2,  the  sum 
of  $150  and  $10  to  defray  expenses. 

1888  —  VOTED  that  all  arrears  of  highways  be 
put  on  the  money  tax  at  50  cents  on  the 
dollar. 

THAT  the  surveyor  be  paid  his  time  after 
paying  his  road  tax  at  1 .50  for  12  hours. 

1889  —  VOTED  for  a  Truant  Officer  at  $3.00 
a  year. 

1890  —  VOTED  to  pay  Assessors  $13  for  mak¬ 
ing  out  state  valuation  of  1889. 

1891  — Accepted  the  accounts  of  Assessors  and 
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Treasurer  and  Collector  for  extra  service 
and  the  expense.  Accepted  John  Parks 
Road  $120 and  Michele  Duplessi  Road  $125. 

1903  —  VOTED  Fred  Violette  as  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  School . 

REFUSED  to  change  the  location  ofMadore 
Rd.  from  its  present  location. 

REFUSED  to  accept  the  road  laid  out  by 
the  Assessors  from  the  Parks  Rd.  to  lot  of 
Joseph  Levasseur. 

1904  —  VOTED:  Refused  to  build  a  school  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Edward  Cyr. 

REFUSED  to  lay  out  or  build  a  road  from 
Marcheterre  Rd.to  the  town  of  Van  Buren 
along  the  stream  (Petite  Fourche). 
REFUSED  to  buy  a  road  machine. 

REFUSED  to  join  Van  Buren  and  Hamlin 
Plantation  in  laying  out  and  building  a 
road  from  Gagnon  Mill  to  some  point  on 


the  River  Rd.  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jos¬ 
eph  Sirois  or  Denis  Violette. 

VOTED:  $100.00  for  repairing  school  house. 

1905  —  VOTED:  to  change  the  road  that  leads 
to  Hammond  Brook  to  put  it  between  Denis 
King  and  Ovide  Pelletier. 

VOTED  to  repair  schoolhouse,  $50.00 
VOTED  to  buy  a  carriage,  $100.00 
VOTED  to  buy  a  snow  plow,  $25.00 

1906  —  VOTED  to  change  the  road  between 
Xavier  Ouellette  and  Michel  Gagnon. 
VOTED  fora  carriage,  $287.46 
VOTED  for  a  snow  plow,  $30.00 
VOTED  Napoleon  Lapierre  as  School  Su¬ 
perintendent  . 

REFUSED  to  buy  a  road  machine. 

(When  a  year  is  omitted,  the  issues  were  inci¬ 
dental  or  sometimes  similar  to  previous  year.) 


************ 
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REMINISCENSE  OF  FORMER  WA  YS  DEPICTED  BY  EARLY  PHOTOS 


\ 


"Weaving  in  early  1 900's,  kept  a 
woman  pretty  busy,"  says  Mrs. 


(At  right) 

Spinning  days  of  Mrs.  Francois  Lavoie 

in  early  1900's. 


"That's  it,  blow  and  I'll  scrape, 
says  Mrs.  Francois  Lavoie  to 
Mrs.  Agnes  Couturier.  "It's 
blood  sausage  time." 
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Building  a  bam  for  R.  P.  Cyr, 

"Men  do  the  pounding  and  us  women 
will  do  the  cooking,"  says  Mrs.  Remie 
P.  Cyr  (left)  and  Mrs.  W.  Cyr  (right)  of  Hamlin. 
2nd  lady  is  Madeleine  Cyr;  3rd  lady  is  Mrs. 
Edmund  Ayotte 


Above  photo,  Isidore  Dumond, 
Leo  Madore,  James  Madore, 
Tony  Bell . 


PICTURES  BRING  BACK 
MEMORIES  OF 
OTHER  DAYS 


"Leave  your  horses  at  Jos  Parent's  Livery  Stable  while  run¬ 
ning  your  errands  in  town."  Edmund  Beaulieu, Paul  Mor- 
neault,  Jim  Thibodeau,  and  guest  William  Lajoie. 
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CYR  PLANTATION  (SEPTEMBER  24,  1892) 
ACCEPTANCE  OF  MADORE  ROAD 


To  the  assessors  of  Cyr  Plantation,  Greetings: 

We  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  said  Cyr  Plantation  pray  your. honorable  bodys  to  lay 
out  a  Plantation  way  in  said  Cyr  Pit.  to  wit:  commencing  at  the  Plantation  way  in  said  Plan¬ 
tation,  known  as  the  Madore  Road,  then  running  South  East  to  Hammond  Brook  then  across 
said  brook  then  South  to  south  line  of  line  of  Lot  No.  94,  this  way  to  be  for  the  use  of  said 
Cyr  Plantation . 

Signed: 

Olivier  Lapointe 
Michel  Duplessis 
J .  P  .  Parks 

★  ★  .  ★  *  ★  * 

NOTICE:  Is  hereby  giving  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  assessors  of  Cyr  Plantation  upon*the 
application  of  Olivier  Lapointe,  Michel  Duplessis  and  J.  P.  Parks  to  lay  out  a  Plantation  way 
in  said  Plantation,  for  the  use  of  said  Plantation,  beginning  at  the  Plantation  way  in  said  Cyr 
known  as  Madore  Road,  thence  running  South  East  to  Hammond  Brook  thence  across  said  brook 
thence  South  to  south  line  of  line  of  Lots  No.  94  in  said  Plantation  and  that  they  will  meet 
for  said  purpose  on  the  4th  day  of  October  1892  at  Denis  Madore's  house  in  said  Plantation 
at  12  o'clock  noon,  and  all  persons  interested  therein  will  given  their  devices  according. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  26th  day  of  September  A.  D.  1892. 

Signed: 

Francois  Cormier 
Francois  Madore 

Wit:  T.  K.  Pelletier  Pierre  Ouellette 

****** 


The  subscribers,  assessors  of  Cyr  Plantation  upon  the  application  of  Olivier  Lapointe, 
Michel  Duplessis  and  J.  P'.  Parks.  To  lay  out  a  Plantation  way  in  said  Plantation,  beginning 
at  the  Plantation  say  in  said  Cyr  known  as  Madore  Road  thence  running  South  East  to  Ham¬ 
mond  Brook  thence  across  said  brook,  thence  South  to  south  line  of  line  of  lots  No.  94  in  said 
Plantation,  having  given  seven  days  notice  of  our  intention  to  lay  out  the  same  and  stated  in 
said  notice  the  tenning  thereof  by  posting  said  notices  in  two  places  in  said  Plantation  and  in 
security  of  the  purposed  Route  to  Wit:  At  Denis  Madore's  House  and  at  School  Dist.  No.  3  in 
said  Plantation  on  the  26th  day  of  September  A.D.  1892  and  having  met  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  that  purpose  and  having  personally  examined  the  route  proposed  and  of  opinion 
that  there  is  occasion  for  a  new  Plantation  way  for  the  use  of  said  Plantation  as  purposed,  we 
therefore  lay  out  said  way  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  Plantation  road  known  as  the  Madore  Road  thence  running  South  and 
following  the  brook,  thence  across  said  brook  when  it  is  now  bridged,  thence  South  following 
the  way  now  and  to  the  south  line  of  Lot  No.  94  in  said  Plantation,  said  surveyed  way  to  be 
25  feet  wide,  32  rods  in  length  and  30  feet  in  width  at  the  junction  of  said  road  with  the 
Madore  Road  aforesaid.  Such  laying  out  with  the  boundaries  and  admandements  has  been 
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Filed  with  the  town  clerk  on  the  18th  day  of  March  1893  being  seven  days  before  this  meeting 
and  are  now  hereby  approved  such  laying  out  with  the  bounderies  and  admendements  of  the 
same,  the  said  Plantation  at  the  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  regularly  warned  and  notified  for 
their  to  accept  and  allow  the  same. 

Giving  under  our  hand  this  4th  day  of  October  A.  D.  1892. 

Sign: 

Francois  Cormier 
Francois  Madore 

Witness:  Thomas  Pelletier 

Attest:  Joseph  Lapierre,  Clerk  Cyr  Plantation 

(THIS  IS  TAKEN  FROM  RECORDS  IN  THE  TOWN  CLERK'S  BOOK) 

Many  of  the  mistakes  have  been  retained  in  order  to  give  authenticity;  some 
mistakes  have  been  corrected  in  order  to  give  better  comprehension. 


****************** 
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EARLY  RESIDENTS  LISTED  FROM  HISTORY 

1880  U.S.  CENSUS 

TAKEN  BY  DR.  THOMAS  H.  PELLETIER  FOR  CYR  PLANTATION 


1- 1  Joseph  Fournier,  53;  (Nadeau)  Basilice, 
45;  Marceline21/  Joseph  18,  Domitilde  15, 
Alexis  12,  Regist  10,  Eusebe  4. 

2- 2  Fournier,  Eugene,  25;  (Levesque)  Angel- 
ique,  23,  N.B.;  Dina  3,  Sophie  2,  Severine 
1  month . 

3- 3  Levesque,  Louis, 36,  Canada;  (Duplessis?) 
Valerie,  41,  Canada. 

4- 4  Madore,  Francois,  53,  Canada;  (Laplante) 
Flavie,  50,  Canada;  Joseph  26,  Alfred  19, 
Genevieve  22,  Benjamin  15,  Pierre  12,  Chris¬ 
tie  10,  Francis  8,  Gracieuse  5. 

Severine  Duplessis,  17,  servant. 

5- 5  Duplessis,  Hilaire,  42;  (Cote)  Ada,  40; 
Demerise  21,  Louis  9,  Omerine  6,  Aurelia  5, 
Alma  3,  Solomon  2 . 

Escarie  Cote,  25,  sister-in-law. 

6- 6  Ouellette,  Joseph,  26;  Xavier  24  (bro¬ 
ther),  Marie  22  (sister),  Urbain  20  (brother), 
Xavier  61  (father),  (Madore)  Athalie  60  (Mo¬ 
ther),  Victoria  16  (cousin). 

Xavier  Rioux,  59,  boarder,  carpenter. 


7-7  Stanislas  Madore,  56,  Canada;  (Parent) 
Elizabeth,  52,  Me.;  Xavier  23,  Flavie  21,  Lea 
15,  Vina  12,  Aime  10,  Julie  9,  Victoria  8. 

7- 8  Madore,  Denis,  25;  (Nadeau)  Merceline, 
20;  Anna  10  months. 

8- 9  Couturier,  Joseph,  38,  Canada;  (Adel¬ 
aide  Ouellet)  Delaise,  42,  Canada;  Joseph  16, 
Henri  14,  Alphonse  12,  Ferdinand  11,  Alexis 
9,  Josephine  4,  Celina  2. 

9- 10  Couturier,  Antoine,  25,  Canada;  (La¬ 
voie)  Marie,  22,  Canada. 

9- 11  Couturier,  Alphonse,  34,  Canada;  So¬ 
phie,  23,  Maine. 

10- 12  Couturier,  Prudent,  27,  Canada; 

(Ouellette)  Philomene,  21,  Maine. 

11- 13  Nadeau,  Firmin,  29;  Sophie,  30;  Marie 
4,  Virginie  3. 

Thomas  Couturier,  30,  boarder. 

12- 14  Lavoie,  Larry,  29;  (Dumont)  Emelie,  30; 
Marie  6,  Alphonse  5,  Julie  4,  Elie  2,  Joseph 
6  months. 
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13- 15  Lavoie,  John,  52,  N.B.;  (Cyr)  Marie 
48,  N.B.;  Michael  20,  Denis  18,  John  16. 

14- 16  Lavoie,  Pierre,  64,  Canada;  (Madore) 
Marie,  60,  Canada;  Francois  25,  Eloi  16,  Lucy 
21  (daughter-in-law),  Didier  Couturier,  20, 
Canada  (stepson). 

15- 17  Madore,  Eusebe,  26;  (Fournier)  Marie, 

22. 

16- 18  Gagnon,  Noel,  36;  (Roy)  Flavie,  31; 
Joseph  11,  Marie  10,  Noel  9,  Alphonse  5, 
Solomon  3,  Ozithe  7. 

18- 20  Cote,  Hypolite,  49;  (Roy)  Marie,  35; 
Julie  17,  Paul  15,  Isaie  13,  Alexis  11,  Aime 
9,  Fred  9,  Solomon  7,  Charles  4,  Prudent  2. 

19- 21  Duplessis,  Michael,  28;  (Lapointe) 
Julie,  26;  Marie  7,  Ada  4,  Napoleon  2. 

Marie,  72,  Canada  (grandmother). 

20- 22  Gagnon,  Joseph,  29,  Maine;  Laise, 
25,  Canada;  Marie  7,  Edward  6,  Anna. 

21- 22  Madore,  Benjamin,  28;  (Parent)  Julie 
33;  Susan  7,  Sebastien  5,  Marie  Anne  10  mos. 

22- 23  Madore,  Joseph,  27;  Euphemie,  20; 
Simon  2,  Josephine  3  months. 

Simeon,  23,  (brother). 

23- 25  Madore,  Thomas,  68,  Canada;  (Le¬ 
vesque)  Marie,  62;  Francois  34  (son),  Sophie 
25  (daughter),  Demerise  23  (daughter),  (Di¬ 
onne)  Arthmise  34  (daughter-in-law),  Scho- 
lastique  6 (granddaughter),  Joseph 6  (grandson), 
Marie  2  (granddaughter),  Angelique  3  months 
(granddaughter) . 

Christine  Dionne,  43,  boarder. 

24- 26  Dumont,  Remy,  68,  Canada;  (Duperry) 
Eleonore,  50,  Canada;  Ferdinand  23,  Edward 
Stasie  17,  Marie  12,  Michael  9. 

24- 27  Dube,  George,  26;  (Dumont)  Clemen¬ 
tine  21;  Marie  2,  Delima  1  month. 

25- 28  Vaillancour,  Paul,  35,  Me.;  (Dick) 
Emerance,  35,  Canada;  Frank  13,  Napoleon 
11,  Marguerite  6,  Odelie  3,  Thomas  1. 

25-28  Michaud,  Antoine,  32;  Marie,  26;  Al¬ 
exis  6,  William  4,  Marie  2,  Odelie  2  months. 


27- 30  Madore,  Joseph,  70,  Canada;  (Thibo¬ 
deau)  Euphrosine,  61,  Canada. 

28- 31  Bouchard,  Francois,  22;  Prescile,  18. 

29- 32  Proulx,  John,  58,  Canada;  (Thibodeau) 
Flavie,  45,  Me.;  Vital  25,  Eunice  19,  Julie- 
ane  15,  Antoine  14,  Angelique  12,  Frank  9, 
Olive  7,  Marie  Anne  5. 

30- 33  Lavoie,  Vitaline,  50,  N.B.;  Delima 
Vaillancourt,  18,  adopted. 

31- 34  Cyr,  Michael,  30;  (Violette)  Ozithe, 
31;  Sophie  10,  Vitaline  8,  Armel  7,  Joseph  5, 
Catherine  3,  Anna  3  months. 

32- 35  Cyr,  Hilaire,  59;  (Thibodeau)  Rose,  58; 
Flavie  18,  John  22,  Sophie  16,  Napoleon  10. 

33- 36  Thibodeau,  Hilaire,  29;  (Ouellette) 
Emelie,  25;  John  5,  Thomas  3,  Emma  1. 

33- 37  Thibodeau,  Marcel,  38;  (Ouellette) 
Angele,  29;  Modeste  13,  Vital  11,  Sophie  7, 
George  1 . 

34- 38  Farrell,  Dennis,  55;  Christie,  35;  So¬ 
phie  4,  Ellen  j.  3,  Maggue  J.  1. 

Sophie  Cyr  12  (stepdaughter),  Amos  Cyr 
10  (Stepson),  Marie  Anne  Cyr  8  (stepdaughter). 

35- 39  Cyr,  Andre,  40;  (Violette)  Modeste,  39; 
Ozithe  14,  Antoine  13,  Severine  12,  Susanne 
10,  Denis  8,  Joseph  7,  David  4,  Simon  5, 
Helene  1 . 

36- 40  Lajoie,  Treffle,  46,  Canada;  (Michaud) 
Demerise,  39;  William  15,  Sophie  14,  Joseph 
12,  Michael  7,  Napoleon  5,  Philomene  3,  Ol¬ 
ivier  1 . 

36- 41  Michaud,  Arsene,  63,  Canada;  (Des- 
chenes)  Athalie,  60;  Lucy  25,  Marcel  23,  Bel- 
ony  19. 

37- 42  Beaulie,  Alexis,  43,  N.B.;  (Ayot)  Ma¬ 
deleine,  43,  Me.;  Florent  19,  Damas  17,  O- 
zithe  15,  Phebrenie  13,  Marguerite  11,  Max- 
ime  8. 

38- 43  Ouellette,  Pierre,  42,  Canada;  (Ayot) 
Euphemie,  32;  Antoine  14,  Simeon  13, Abel  11, 
Joseph  10,  Demerise  7,  Alphonse  5,  Belony  2. 
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39- 44  Ouellette,  Amable,  45,  Canada;  (Ayot) 
Zoe,  43,  Me.;  Joseph  21,  Vital  20,  Stasie  18, 
Pierre  17,  Lea  17,  Antoine  15,  Belony  11, 
Marie  10,  Elie  8,  Elise  7,  Denis  5,  Solomon  3. 

40- 45  Levasseur,  Registe,  40;  (Duplessis)  Be- 
line,  41;  Marie  19,  Sophie  17,  Isaie  15,  Ed¬ 
ouard  14,  Paul  12,  Susanne  10,  Thaddee  8, 
Joseph  6,  John  4,  Elise  5  months. 

41- 46  Grivois,  Alexis,  46;  (Ouellette)  Louise, 
36;  Joseph  7,  Fred  11,  Thomas  4,  Philomen  3, 
Sophie  1 . 

42- 47  Ouellette,  Edward,  64,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent)  Angelique,  56;  Mathilda  23,  Marcel  line 
20,  Victoria  15,  Marie  11. 

43- 48  Parks,  John  P.,  37,  Me.;  Mary,  35, 
Me.;  Elizabeth  15,  John  14,  Mary  J.  12, 
George  10,  Nancy  9,  Frederick  2,  Odelia  1. 

44- 49  Cormier,  Baptiste,  31;  (Lajoie)  Lea,  26, 
N.B.;  Elodie  5  months. 

45- 50  Cormier,  Maxime,  29,  Me.;  (Martin) 
Arthemise,  30,  Me.;  Phebrenie  4,  Pea  3. 

46- 51  Cormier,  Francois,  27;  (Ayot)  Zoe,  25; 
Edmond  5,  Anna  2,  Helene  1. 

Fabien  68  (father),  Emelie  56  (mother), 
Priscille  12  (sister),  Severin  25  (brother),  Sam- 
ual  20  (brother) . 

47- 52  Duperry,  Joseph,  53,  Canada;  (Na¬ 
deau)  Julienne,  46,  N.B.;  Georgiana  18,  Jo¬ 
seph  17,  Caroline  16,  Paul  10,  Fred  7,  Abel 
5,  Delina  3. 

48- 53  Ouellette,  Fabien,  35,  Canada;  (Par¬ 
ent,  Philomen)  Dorime,  30;  Joseph  16,  Sophie 
13,  Lea  10,  Genevieve  9,  Thaddie  7. 

49- 54  Duplessis,  Didier,  40;  Eleonore,  47; 
Didier  13,  Thomas  12,  Edward  7,  Solomon  2. 

50- 55  Duplessis,  Cleophas,  45;  (Madore)  Ar¬ 
themise,  35;  Lisa  2,  Anna  11  months. 

51- 56  La]oie,  Joseph,  56,  N.B.;  (Deschenes) 
Athalie,  42,  Me.;  Victoria  23  (N.B.),  Max¬ 
ime  25  (N.B.),  Vital  20  (N.  B.),  Cyprien  18 
(N.  B.),  Demerise  16  (N.  B.),  Odelie  13  (N. 
B.),  Joseph  14  (N.  B.),  William  12  (N.  B.), 


Eusebe  8  (Maine) . 

52- 57  Martin,  Judith  (Leblanc),  49,  N.  B.; 
Paul  29  (son,  farmer),  Flavie  23,  Vital  21, 
Denis  18,  Belony  15,  Edite  13,  Elise  10,  Lev- 
ite  8. 

53- 58  Martin,  Damas,  40,  N.  B.;  (Moreau) 
Stasie,  38,  N.B.;  Isidore  18  (N.  B.),  Flavie 
15  (N .B .),  Paul  13  (N.B.),  Hubert  12  (N.B.), 
Christe  10  (N.B.),  Julie  6  (N.B.),  Leonore  4 
(N.B.,  Ozithe  3  (Maine). 

54- 59  Lajoie,  Noel,  27,,N.B.;  (Cormier)  E- 
lizabeth,  22,  Maine. 

55- 60  Lapierre,  Joseph,  47,  Canada;  (Cyr) 
Margaret,  43,  Me.;  Vina  14,  Demerise  12, 
Fred  9,  Marguerite  8,  Lea  7,  Napoleon  6, 
Phileas  4,  Vital  3,  Laura  2. 

Athalie  Fournier,  16,  N.B.  (servant). 

56- 61  Violette,  Hermenegilde,  .35,  N.B.; 
(Madore)  Sophie,  25;  Demerise  7,  Adele  5, 
Lesime  3,  Francis  1 . 

57- 62  Lapierre,  Joseph,  Jr.,  28;  (Bourgoin) 
Marie,  25;  Agnes  1 . 

58- 63  Michaud,  Phirin  (Zephirin  49;  (Lajoie) 
Sara,  37,  Canada  (both);  Malcolm  23  (N.B.), 
Lina  20  (N.B.),  Denis  18  (N.B.),  John  15  (N. 
B.),  Euphemie  6  (N.  B.),  Betsy  Ann  5  (Me .), 
Josephine  3  (Me.),  George  3  mos.  (Me.). 

59- 64  Dick,  Xavier,  46;  (Roy)  Venerante,  38; 
Sophie  17,  Eloi  14,  Joseph  13,  Thaddie  10, 
Dennis  9,  Marguerite  7,  Julie  5,  Aram  3, 
Laura  1 . 

60- 65  Dick,  Michel,  25;  (Soucy)  Ozithe,  27; 
Delima  8  months.  Cyprien  71  (father)  Canada; 
Nadeau,  Flavie,  17  (niece). 

61- 66  Sirois,  Thomas,  39;  (Grace)  Prespile, 
29;  Joseph  14,  Napoleon,  Sophie,  Leonie, 
Julie,  Elise,  Thomas. 

62- 67  Michaud,  Eusebe,  47,  Canada;  (Farr¬ 
ell  (Elizabeth  A.,  40,  Me.;  Peter  23,  George 
21,  Andrew  18,  Phirin  16  (Zephirin),  Mary  14, 
Alice  12,  Edward  10,  Julie  8,  Fred  3. 

63- 68  Pelletier,  Belony,  29,  Me.;  (Michaud) 
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Deline,  21,  Canada;  Marie  2,  Alma  1. 

64- 69  Pelletier,  Maxime,  48,  Canada;  (Mi¬ 
chaud)  (Deline, )41,  Canada;  Cesarie  14,  Na¬ 
poleon  16,  Joseph  12,  Marie  11,  Clarice  9, 
Zalia  6,  Ovide  5,  Maxime  3  months. 

65- 70  Cyr,  David,  67;  (Farrell)  Marguerite, 
56;  John  21,  Mary  8  (granddaughter);  Charles 
7  (grandson),  Malvina  Ayotte  16  (granddaugh¬ 
ter),  David  Ayotte  14  (grandson),  Lisa  Beau¬ 
lieu  4  (adopted) . 

66- 71  Lajoie,  Michel ,  43,  Canada;  (Marquis) 
Emma,  44,  N.  B.;  Joseph  13,  Emma  11,  Fla- 
vie  9,  Michel  7,  Maxime  4,  Francis  1 . 

66- 72  Bechard,  William,  25,  Canada;  De- 
lina,  32,  Me.;  Marie  1. 

67- 73  Bechard,  Napoleon,  24,  Canada;  (La¬ 
joie)  Olive,  23,  Jane  3  months. 

68- 74  Cyr,  Joseph,  43;  (Ayot)  Demerise,  36; 
Abel  13,  Mary  12,  Flavie  11,  Josephine  7, 
Marguerite  3,  Edmund  3,  Virginie  2,  Helene 
1  month. 

69- 75  Parent,  Achille,  38;  (Sirois)  Marie,  41, 


Me.;  Sophie  12,  Fred  10. 

70- 76  Madore,  Achil le,  30;  (Ouellette)  Mar¬ 
guerite,  30;  Joseph  8,  Marie  6,  Delima  5, 
Abel  4,  Antoine  2,  Napoleon  4  months. 

71- 77  Lemieux,  Francois,  42,  Canada;  Marie, 
50,  Canada;  Francis  21  (Canada),  Baptiste  20 
(Canada),  Prudent  16  (Canada). 

72- 78  Madore,  Thomas,  31,  Me.;  (Devost) 
Adelphine  17,  N.B.;  Clodia  8  months. 

72- 79  Devot,  George,  44,  Canada;  (Roussel) 
Adelphine,  40,  Canada;  Georgina,  16,  N.B., 
Napoleon  14  N.B.,  Auguste  13  N.B.,  Odelie 
8  (N.B.). 

73- 80  Madore,  Auguste,  27;  (Plourde)  Made¬ 
leine,  27;  Ambroise  5,  Elise  3,  Edmund  1  . 

Marguerite  Sirois,  11,  N.B.,  niece. 

74- 81  Madore,  Francis,  53,  Canada;  (Ayot) 
Justine,  47,  Me.;  Phirin  24,  Ozime  22,  Dem¬ 
erise  18,  Joseph  16,  Levite  14,  Fred  12. 

William  Doucet,  25,  school  teacher,  N. 
B.;  Salome  Cormier,  52. 
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FROM  THE  DAYS  OF  THE  OLD  HORSE  AMD  SNOW  PLOW  .  .  . 


Sebasfien  Madore's  Team 


.  .  .  TO  OUR  FIRST  MOTORIZED  SNOW  PLOW 


First  snow  plow  in  Cyr  Pit.  1939  —  Isidore  Dumond  on  DanK 
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REMINDERS  OF  OTHER  DAYS' 

FIRST  YEAR 
MADORE  ROAD 
WAS  OPEN 


"It's  ready  to  go!"  Above  Is  first  snow  plow 
in  Cyr  Plantation  —  made  by  Emile  Baker 
and  owned  by  Isidore  Dumond. 


TWO  PICTURES  BELOW  DEPICT  MADORE  ROAD  SNOW-BOUND  IN  1959 
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PETER  CHARLES  KEEGAN,  our  firs t 
legal  advisor  for  the  Plantation. 


THOMAS  SIROIS,  Cyr  Plantation's 
first  selectman. 


J 
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Our  1970  Selectmen 


NORMAND  LA  JO  IE 
2nd  Selectman 


ALPHY  LEVASSEUR 

1st  Selectman 
Third  Grade 


NORMAN  D.  OUELLETTE 

3rd  Selectman 
Third  Grade 
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RECORD  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS  FROM  1870  TO  1970 


MODERATORS,  YRS 

Joseph  Lavoie,  4 
Joseph  Fournier,  1 
Euzebe  Michaud,  2 
Hilary  Cyr,  1 
Joseph  LaPierre,  1 
John  P.  Parks,  2 
Damien  Pelletier,  1 
Augustin  Madore,  2 
Edward  Cyr,  4 
Pat  P .  Parks,  4 
Francois  Cormier,  7 
John  Parks,  1 
Aimable  Ouellette,  2 
Joseph  Violette,  2 
Fred  B.  Violette,  4 


1910  to  1920,  unsure 


1st  SELECTMEN,  YRS  2nd  SELECTMEN,  YRS  3rd  SELECTMEN,  YRS 


Thomas  Sirois,  12 
Joseph  Cyr,  1 
Thomas  Sirois  Jr.,  3 
Amos  Ouellette,  1 
Ferdinand  Picard  2 
Frank  Cormier,  8 
Edward  Cyr,  3 
Augustin  Madore,  3 
Dedime  Morin,  2 
Jos  B.  Violette,  4 
Napoleon  LaPierre, 
Neil  LaPierre,  5 
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Aimable  Ouellette,  3 
Cleophas  Duplessie,  5 
Francois  Madore,  5 
Frank  Madore,  3 
Joseph  Fournier,  2 
Frank  Cormier  1 
Antoine  Michaud,  1 
Michel  Duplessi,  1 
John  Proulx  ,  1 
Pierre  Ouellette,  2 
Xavier  Ouellette,  1 
Eli  Ouellette,  2 
Cyprien  Lajoie,  1 
Euzebe  Fournier,  1 
Belonie  Ouellette,  3 
Elie  Ouel lette,  6 
Willie  Madore,  5 


Hilaire  Duplessi  1 
Thomas  Madore,  7 
Aimable  Ouellette  1 
Joseph  Fournier,  1 
Francois  Madore,  4 
Antoine  Michaud,  1 
Peter  Ouellette,  4 
Isaic  Levasseur,  1 
Beloni  Michaud,  2 
Benj .  Madore,  1 
Maxime  Cormier,  1 
Antoine  Ouel  lette,  1 
Severin  Cormier 
Joseph  Ouellette,  1 
Maxime  Cormier,  1 
Pete  Levasseur,  1 
Elie  Ouellette,  3 
William  Lajoie  J.  3 
Sebastien  Madore,  1 
George  Deveau,  3 


Neil  LaPierre,  3 

Jos  R.  LaPointe,  6 

James  Madore,  8  George  Madore,  4 

Onezime  M.  Ouellette  1 

David  Ouellette  5 

Gilbert  Lajoie,  3  Willie  Madore,  3 

Armand  Madore,  15 

Roger  LaPierre,  1 1 

David  Ouellette,  14  Armand  Madore,  12 

Conde  Madore,  1 

Armand  Madore,  6 

Herbert  Vaillancourt  2  James  Madore,  3 

Aristide  LaPierre 

Alphy  Levasseur,  5 

Norman  Lajoie,  3  Herbert  Vaillancourt  4 

Norman  Lajoie,  2 
Norman  D.  Ouellette  ! 

"JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE" 

WERE:  Peter  Charles  Keegan,  Thomas  Sirois,  T.  H.  Pelletier. 

CLERKS,  YRS 

TREASURERS,  YRS 

TAX  COLLECTORS,  YRS 

Thomas  Sirois,  15 

Thomas  Sirois,  9 

Joseph  Madore,  4 

Joseph  Cyr,  1 

Pierre  Ouellette 

Tom  Sirois,  4 

Damien  Pelletier,  1 

Richard  Levasseur,  1 

Aimable  Ouellette,  1 

Jos.  LaPierre  Jr.  22 

Joseph  Lajoie 

Zephelime  Madore,  3 

Arthanse  Violette,  6 

Augustine  Madore,  3 

Hustin  Madore,  4 

Henry  Bosse,  10 

Jos  LaPierre  Jr.,  5 

Edward  Cyr,  1 

George  Madore,  3 

Xavier  Ouellette,  5 

Dedyme  Morin,  6 

Joseph  Ouellette,  5 

Denis  Roy,  1 

Joseph  Madore,  6 

Pierre  Ouellette,  1 

Napoleon  LaPierre,  3  ? 

Pea  Cormier,  4? 

Ovide  Pelletier,  5 

Jos  Ouellette,  4? 

Neil  LaPierre,  17 

Onezime  M.  Ouellette,  5 

Come  Cormier,  4 

Jos  R .  LaPointe,  3 

David  Ouellette,  3 

Neil  LaPierre,  12 

Neil  LaPierre,  13 

Roland  LaPierre,  5 

Lucien  Ouellette,  1 

Roger  LaPierre,  22 

Aristide  LaPierre,  22 

Aristide  LaPierre,  24 

Jeanne  LaPierre,  1 
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SUPERINTENDENT 

SCHOOL  AGENTS 

TRUANT  OFFICERS 

SUPERVISORS 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

(started  in  1895) 

(1899) 

Joseph  Fournier 

Joseph  Lajoie 

Francois  Cormier 

Amos  Ouellette 

Joseph  Madore 

Joseph  Madore 

Jos  Ouellette 

Jos  LaPierre 

Thomas  Sirois 

Frank  Madore 

Jos  LaPierre 

Damien  Pel letier 

Xavier  Ouellette 

Augustin  Madore 

Ferdinand  Picard 

Hilaire  Duplessie 

Beloni  Michaud 

Thomas  Sirois  Jr. 

Joseph  Fournier 

Benj .  Madore  Jr. 

John  P .  Parks 

Alexis  Beaulieu 

Elie  Ouellette 

Joseph  Cyr 

Regist  Levasseur 

Jos  Madore 

Edward  Cyr 

Thomas  Madore 

Dedyme  Morin 

Joseph  La  Pierre 

Acaine  Michaud 

Denis  Roy 

Pat.  Parks 

Joseph  Cyr 

Vital  LaPierre 

Joseph  Ouel  lette 

Hilaire  Cyr 

Michel  Duplessi 

Beloni  Michaud 

(Hilary) 

Peter  Levasseur 

Pierre  Ouellette 

Frank  'WT'  Madore 

Denis  Madore 

Francois  Cormier 

Hustin  Madore 

Pea  Cormier 

Antoine  Ouellette 

Jos  Lapierre  Sr. 

Eli  Ouellette 

Antoine  Michaud 

Napoleon  LaPierre 

Joseph  LaPierre  Sr. 

Ben] .  Madore 

Tan  is  Madore 

Aimable  Ouellette 

John  Proulx 

Vital  LaPierre 

Amos  Ouellette 

Antoine  Michaud 

Ben] .  Madore 

Francois  Cormier 

1900  SUPT.  ALONE 

Ferdinand  Picard 

Urbain  Ouellette 

Aimable  Ouellette 

Andre  Cyr 

Fred  Violette 

Xavier  Ouellette  Jr. 

Beloni  Michaud 

Beloni  Michaud 

Napoleon  LaPierre 

Euzebe  Madore 

Onezime  M.  Ouellette 

Francois  Madore 

» 

C.L.  O'Connell 

Noel  Gagnon 

Edgar  Martin 

Jos  F.  Madore 

Raymond  Brennick 

Prudent  Couturier 

Gerard  Tardif 

Beloni  Ouellette 

Charles  Tanous 

Jos.  B.  Madore 

1940  - 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

ROAD  COMMISSIONER 

FIRE  WARDENS 

Felix  Lajoie,  6 

Odillon  Deveau 

George  Deveau 

Omer  Lajoie,  3 

Onezime  Ouellette 

David  Ouellette 

Onezime  Ouellette,  6 

Solomon  Ouellette 

Theophile  Madore 

Abel  Cyr,  3 

Gilbert  Lajoie 

Gerald  Ouellette 

Albert  LaPointe,  3 

Armand  Madore 

Rene  Cyr 

Gilbert  Lajoie,  10 

James  Madore 

Come  Cormier 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


ROAD  COMMISSIONER 


FIRE  WARDENS 


Leo  S.  Madore,  10 

Norman  Lajoie 

Abel  Cyr 

Don  LaPierre,  6 

Roland  Ouellette 

Conde  Madore,  9 

Albert  LaPointe 

Raymond  Lajoie,  6 

Herbert  Vaillancourt 

Norman  D.  Ouellette,  8 

Conde  Madore 

Beatrice  Madore,  1 

Norman  Lajoie 

Maxine  Lajoie,  2  1/2 

Stacy  Dumond 

Francis  Levasseur,  2 

CONSTABLES 

LUMBER  SCALER 

FENCE  VIEWER 

Joseph  LaPierre  Sr. 

Thomas  Sirois 

Hilary  Cyr 

Thomas  Madore 

Joseph  Cyr 

Jo  Lajoie 

Francois  Madore 

Pat  Parks 

Xavier  Ouellette 

Hilaire  Thibodeau 

Damine  Ouellette 

Fabien  Cormier 

Euzebe  Michaud 

Joseph  Lajoie  Jr. 

Treffle  Lajoie 

Joseph  Lajoie 

Thomas  Sirois  Jr 

Franois  Madore 

Ben  Madore  Sr. 

John  Parks 

Thomas  Madore 

Michael  Dick 

Edward  Cyr 

Joseph  Fournier 

Leary  Cyr 

Joseph  Violette 

Antoine  Michaud 

Phime  Madore 

Prudent  Couturier 

Vita  Ouellette 

Benj .  Madore  Jr. 

Zephirin  Madore 

Joseph  Madore 

Augustin  Madore 

Amos  Ouellette 

Andre  Cyr 

Frank  Madore 

Maxime  Cormier 

Joseph  LaPierre  Jr. 

Edward  Cyr 

Andre  Cyr 

Dedyme  Morin 

Regist  Levasseur 

John  P .  Parks 

Augustin  Madore 

Gil  Picard 

Francois  Cormier 

Isaic  Levasseur 

Francois  WT  Madore 

Denis  Roy 

Dedime  Morin 

Pierre  Ouellette 

Maxime  Cormier 

Pea  Cormier 

Joseph  Ouellette 

Prudent  Courturier 

Isaic  Levasseur 

Joseph  Ouellette 

Joseph  Fournier 

Benj .  Madore  Jr. 
Jos.  LaPierre  Jr. 
Edward  Cyr 
Pierre  Parent 
Denis  Roy 
Cyprien  Lajoie 
Joseph  Madore 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


CONSTABLES 

LUMBER  SCALER 

FENCE  VIEWER 

HEALTH  OFFICERS 

George  Deveau 

George  Madore 

George  Madore 

Neil  LaPierre 

David  Ouellette 

Rene  Cyr 

Felix  Lajoie 

Roger  LaPierre 

Neil  LaPierre,  5 

Alphonse  Laplante 

Armand  Madore 

Theophile  Madore,  1 

Rene  Cyr 

Willie  Madore 

Alphy  Levasseur 

Roland  LaPierre,  19 

Armand  Madore 

James  Madore 

Lucien  Ouellette,  1 

Rene  Cyr,  8 

Aristide  LaPierre,  24 
Roger  LaPierre,  1 

Gerard  Vail lancourt,  1 
Herby  Vail  lancourt,  16 
Stacy  Dumond,  3 

Alphy  Levasseur 

*  *  *  *  * 

Armand  Madore 

Alphy  Levasseur 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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THIS  SECTION  CONTAINS  ARTICLES 
DEALING  WITH  ROADS  IN  THE  AREA 
FROM  1906  TO  1970 

Meetings  Held  At  School  ^2  In  Cyr  Plantation 

1907  Voted  $100  for  the  road  in  the  frontier 
toward  Michel  Lajoie;  voted  by  raising 
the  hand. 

Voted  $15.00  for  land  of  Belonie  Ouell¬ 
ette  for  land  to  pass  its  road  to  avoid  the 
hill. 

1909  Voted  for  public  road,  $600.00. 

Voted  (no  article  on  it)  for  two  bridges, 
H.A.  Gagnon  and  Marcheterre  $50.00. 

1910  Voted  not  to  build  a  road  from  end  of 
road  on  Hamlin  Plantation  line  to  the 
land  belonging  to  Fred  and  Annie  Cote. 
Voted  $600.00  for  roads. 

1911  The  Plantation  voted  against  the  building 
of  a  road  running  from  the  Jules  Mar¬ 
cheterre  road  down  the  little  branch  of 
Violette  Brook  and  extending  to  Van  Bur- 
en  as  viewed  and  surveyed  by  the  assess¬ 
ors. 

Voted  $50.00  for  repairs  of  the  Baptiste 
Cormier  Road  so  called. 

Voted  $600.00  for  roads. 

1912  Voted  $100.00  for  the  Marcheterre  Road 
as  laid  out  by  the  commissioners. 

Voted  for  the  building  of  a  road  along 
the  town  line  between  the  Plantation  of 
Cyr  and  Hamlin  from  the  Lavoie  Road  so 
called  or  the  present  Lavoie  settlement 
road  to  the  town  of  Van  Buren  and  what 
sum  of  money  will  be  appropriated  for  the 
same.  Voted,  and  left  to  Road  Commis¬ 
sioners  Pea  Cormier,  Eli  Ouel lette,  Den¬ 
is  Madore,  Eusebe  Madore,  Charley 
Cote  and  Joe  Lapierre  (clerk). 

Voted  for  the  opening  of  a  road  from  the 
terminus  of  the  Parks  Road  on  the  rear  of 
Caribou  lots,  thence  between  lots  of  Mi¬ 
chel  Lajoie  and  Grand  L.  so-called,  to 


the  back  lot  of  Honore  Bosse  and  appro¬ 
priate  certain  sum  from  amount  voted  for 
roads.  Voted  $600.00  for  roads. 

1913  Voted  for  the  Cyprien  Lajoie  bye-road 
leading  from  the  Caribou  road  to  rear  of 
lots  on  said  Caribou  road. 

Voted  to  make  the  frontlet  at  Michel  La¬ 
joie  and  widow  Belonie  Martin. 

1914  Voted  to  appropriate  the  Michel  Lajoie 
Rd.and  refund  $50.00  to  pay  said  Michel 
Lajoie  the  money  he  has  paid  John  P. 
Parks  for  said  road. 

1916  Voted  to  be  left  to  the  Assessors  to  build 
a  road  beginning  at  the  road  between 
homestead  of  Cyprien  Lajoie  and  land  of 
Come  Cormier  and  extending  a  distance 
of  forty  rods  in  a  northeasterly  direction 
on  the  dividing  line  between  lot  of  land 
of  Come  Cormer  and  lot  of  Vital  Lajoie 
to  lot  of  land  of  Baptiste  Cormier. 

Voted  to  raise  $50.00  to  build  a  road  be¬ 
ginning  at  the  road  which  runs  across  the 
big  lot  so-called  and  extending  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  on  the  Henry 
Bosse  and  land  of  Napoleon  Lapierre. 

1917  Voted  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  sufficient 
to  buy  and  pay  for  a  strip  of  land  30  rods 
in  length  and  21'  in  width,  across  the 
land  of  Pete  Levasseur,  said  strip  of  land 
being  for  a  road  across  said  land  of  Pete 
Levasseur  to  reach  land  of  Pea  Cormier. 

Voted  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  repairs 
of  road  between  land  of  Simon  Cyr  and 
land  of  Belonie  Ouellette. 

Voted  $1,000.00  for  roads. 

1918  Voted  $150.00  to  build  a  road  from  back 
lot  of  Napoleon  Lapierre  to  lot  of  Joseph 
P.  Ouellette. 

1919  Voted  to  postpone  sum  of  money  for  the 
opening  of  roads  in  District  of  St.  Mary's 


from  a  point  on  the  main  road  running 
through  said  District  to  the  farm  owned 
by  Mrs.  Julia  Morneault. 

1920  Voted  to  lay  out  a  road  on  the  dividing 
line  between  lots  number  10  and  ^1 1  and 
to  build  road  when  deed  for  location  is 
given  to  town . 

Voted  against  the  repair  of  road  in  Ste . 
Marie  settlement  opposite  the  Joseph 
Madore  farm . 

Voted  $1,200.00  for  roads. 

Voted  the  Plantation  to  put  $300.00  on 
the  Elie  A.  Ouellette  Bridge. 

1926  Voted  $100.00  for  Duplessis  bridge. 

1930  Art.  14.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  if 
any,  the  Plantation  will  vote  to  raiseand 
appropriate  to  build  a  road  along  the 
southeasterly  I  ine  of  land  of  Xavier  Fon- 
gemie  adjoining  land  of  Michel  Gagnon 
from  the  St.  Mary's  Settlement  road  so- 
called, to  reach  the  land  owned  by  Flor- 
ent  Lebel  situated  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  the  Xavier  Fongemie  land  this 
sum  of  money  to  include  the  purchasing 
of  land  for  road  purpose  as  well  as  for  the 
construction  of  said  road. 

Voted,  upon  motion  duly  made  and  sec¬ 
onded  it  was  noted  (no)  on  Art.  14,  to 
raise  and  appropriate  money  to  build  a 
road  to  Xavier  Fongemie  land. 

1931  Art.  12.  Same  as  Article  14  in  1930  and 
was  voted  pass  over.  Upon  motion  duly 
made  and  seconded  it  was  voted  to  pass 
over  Art.  12  of  the  Warrant. 

1935  Madore  Rd .  bridge  was  approved  by  the 
State  Highway  Commission. 

(MINUTES  OF  TOWN  MEETINGS) 

1 940  VOTED  . .  .to  sel  I  school  house  on  Lot  ^  1 1 
in  St. Mary's  settlement  ...Usual  budget 


. .  .to  open  same  roads  as  1939-40  . .  .W. 
P  .A .  project  and  state  aid  road  . .  .A  .D . 
C. 

1941  VOTED  ...W.P.A.  project  and  state 
aid  road  ...usual  budget. 

1942  VOTED  ...5%  discount  to  Sept.  1st  on 
taxes  ...to  repair  school,  state  aid  road 
. . .usual  budget . 

1943  VOTED  ...5%  discount  on  taxes  if  paid 
by  Aug;  6%  remaining  unpaid  . .  .to  buy 
snow  fences,  repair  school.  SPECIAL 
MEETING  in  May  to  replace  George 
Madore  (due  to  death)  by  Willie  Madore 
as  3rd  selectman . 

1944  VOTED  ...to  abate  1930-36  taxes  ..  .to 
repair  school  ...3%  discount  on  taxes 
and  6%  interest  ...usual  budget. 

1945  VOTED  ...  usual  budget  ...to  repair 
school . 

1946  3%  discount  on  taxes,  6%  interest  ... 
state  aid  road  . .  .to  sell  schoolhouse  ^6 
to  highest  bidder  in  St.  Mary's  settle¬ 
ment  . .  .to  repairsphool . .  .usual  budget. 

-sb  Hernias  I  ez  t9l  ot. . .  (ettsl  l9uO  bivoG 

1947  VOTED  ...to  repair  school,  state  aid 

road  ...overdraft  of  school  ..  .to  abate 
taxes  from  1939-1946  ...to  sell  school - 
house  and  lot  to  Ben  Gagnon  for  $500.00 
. .  .to  have  Van  Buren  fi retruck  whenever 
needed,  $50.00  for  use  protection. 

1948  VOTED  ...to  buy  new  snow  fence  $400 
...$300.00  for  Van  Buren  Fire  Dept. 
. .  .3%  discount  on  taxes  &  6%  interest 
. .  .to  sell  schoolhouse  ^2  and  ^4  on  Car¬ 
ibou  Rd.  and  on  Madore  Rd .  (Conde's) 
but  the  Plantation  shall  keep  the  land 
where  such  school  houses  rest  ...regular 
budget . 

1949  VOTED  ...meetings  be  held  in  school- 
house  ^3  ...against  building  of  new 
school  . .  .against  state  aid  road  account 


-  51  - 


•  •  • 


(to  ride  until  next  year)  ...6%  charge 
on  taxes  when  town  books  close.  SPE¬ 
CIAL  MEETING  in  August;  Voted  to  pay 
tuition  to  the  town  of  Van  Buren  for  any 
youth  resident  of  our  Plantation  attend¬ 
ing  Van  Buren  Boys'  High  School  of  not 
more  than  90%  of  cost  per  pupil  in  all 
secondary  schools  of  the  State. 

. .  .regular  budget. 

1950  VOTED  ...regular  budget  ...State  Tax 
$1,675.27  ...state  aid  road  $533.00  on 
top  of  hill  of  Rene  Cyr  ...abate  1947  & 
1949  taxes  unpaid  . .  .3%  discount  &  6% 
interest  on  taxes  ...County  tax  $466.62 
...to  repair  schoolhouse  ^3  ...to  use 
excise  tax  money  to  buy  roadgrader.  A 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  in  December 
..  .VOTED  unanimously  not  to  spend  any 
money  towards  purchase  of  a  fire  truck 
with  the  Town  of  Van  Buren  and  Hamlin 
Pit.;  not  to  enter  into  any  contract  with 
said  towns;  and  voted  against  buying  a 
power  grader. 

1951  VOTED  ...regular  budget  ...4%  dis¬ 
count  on  taxes  &  5%  interest  ...to  sell 
schoolhouse  ^  1  and  lot;  and  selectmen 
to  determine  price  (Odillon  Deveau  and 
David  Ouellette). .  .to  let  selectmen  de¬ 
cide  on  what  road  to  spend  state  aid  road 
money  ...County  tax  $530.00. 

1952  VOTED  ...4%  discount  on  taxes  &  6% 
interest  after  Jan.  1st. .  .to  fix  St.  Mary's 
Road  at  both  ends. 

1953  CHANGED  to  our  present  way  of  book¬ 
keeping  ..  .VOTED  usual  budget. 

1954  VOTED  . . .regular  budget  ...2  1/2%  of 
taxes  collected. 

1955  VOTED  .. .$533 .00  state  aid  road  ...to 
enlarge  the  round  turn  at  Rene  Cyr  junc¬ 
tion  to  be  able  to  make  a  "U-turn"  with 
the  school  bus  . .  .to  have  gravel  in  the 
winter  for  roads  ...usual  budget. 


1956  VOTED  ...$533.00  state  aid  road 
50%  of  earnings  to  go  on  taxes  . .  .ordi¬ 
nary  budget . 

1957  VOTED  ...to  take  $650.00  for  Assessors 
. .  .$25.00  for  Pit.  clerk's  fee  . .  .$75.00 
treasurer's  fee  out  of  surplus  . .  .$250.00 
for  tax  collector's  fee  ..  .health  officer 
$5.00  . . . $40.00  for  salt  &  Calcium,  all 
surplus  account  . .  .$7,000  for  school  . . . 
Plantation  shall  not  be  responsible  for 
fires  to  transit  vehicle. 

1958  VOTED  . .  .to  change  the  name  of  school 
house  ^3  to  Cyr  Plantation  Hall  ...to 
take  approximately  $1,000.00  out  of 
surplus  to  buy  or  trade  snow  plow  . .  .or¬ 
dinary  budget  ...Come  Lajoie's  potato 
house  burned. 

1959  VOTED ..  .schools  $14,069.00,  includes 
all  school  expenses. .  .for  roads  &  bridges 
to  include  snow  removal  ...Civil  De¬ 
fense  $250.00  ...regular  budget. 

1960  VOTED. .  .$100.00  for  freight  on  surplus 
. . .  $533 .00  for  state  aid  road  . . . $50.00 
for  Civil  Defense  ...$12,929.52  for 
school  account  . .  .3%  discount  on  taxes 
til  Nov.,  6%  after  Jan.  1st  ...$500.00 
overdraft  on  snow  plow. .  .regular  budget 
. .  .a  petition  for  a  road  from  Xavier  Fon- 
gemie  to  Louis  Levasseur  lot  denied. 

1961  VOTED  ...$11,840.00  for  school  ... 
. .  .$500.00  to  pay  overdraft  . .  .$250.00 
for  repair  of  Pit.  Hall  . .  .to  hold  back  a 
year  on  building  a  road  for  Louis  Levas¬ 
seur  leading  to  his  lot  . .  .selectmen 
should  look  into  such  road  in  St.  Mary's 
on  Lot  ^14  ..  .regular  budget  ...Road 
Commissioner  left  to  selectmen. 

1962  Sinclair  Bill  Election:  23  votes  to  join 
District  and  3  opposed.  25  votes  agreed 
to  two  directors  from  Cyr  Pit.,  3  from 
Grand  Isle  and  6  from  Van  Buren,  3  op¬ 
posed.  23  votes  agreed  to  take  full  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  immortize  the  outstanding 
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indebtedness  now  outstanding  in  the  mu¬ 
nicipality.  5  opposed. 

VOTED  ...Conde  Madore  and  Norman 
D .Ouellette  as  directors  . .  .$13,964.16 
first  year  in  District  SAD^24  ...$200.00 
for  repair  of  Pit.  Hall  ..  .3%  discount 
on  taxesbefore  Nov.  1st  ...usual  budget 
...school  bus  schedule  left  to  directors. 

1963  VOTED  ..  .SAD  #24  $13,849.78  ..  .no 
snow  fences  this  year  . .  .freight  on  sur¬ 
plus  $100.00. .  .regular  budget  ...voted 
19-3  to  accept  Hamlin  in  SAD  ^24,  two 
directors  for  Cyr,  2  from  Hamlin,  3  from 
Grand  Isle  and  8  from  Van  Buren. 

1964  VOTED... Road  Commissioner  left  to  se¬ 
lectmen  ...$400.00  for  Fire  Department 
...$100.00  Freight  on  surplus  ...$14, 
396.92  SAD  #24  ..  .regular  budget . 

1965  VOTED  ...SAD  ^24  $15,636.82 

1966  VOTED  ...SAD#24,  $17,457.72 
...3%  discount  on  taxes,  8%  interest 
after  Jan.  1st  ...to  wire  schoolhouse 
known  as  Plantation  Hall  for  electricty 
. .  .ordinary  budget . 


1967  VOTED  ..  .re-approved  the  following 
roads:  Michael  Road,  Romeo  Levesque 
Rd.,  St.  Mary's  Madore  Road,  Omer  Du¬ 
mont  Rd.,  Norman  LajoieRd.,  LaPlante 
Cross  Rd.,  Edmund  Ouellette  Rd.,  Abel 
Cyr  and  Onezime  Rds.  ...refused  prop¬ 
erty  maps,  9  for  and  16  opposed. 

1968  VOTED  ...3%  discount  on  taxes  before 
Nov.  1st,  6%  interest  on  taxes  after 
Jan.  1st  ..  .apply  al I  money  on  highway 
to  taxes  ...to  pay* our  share  in  the  St. 
John  Valley  Action  Council . .  .accepted 
the  property  maps  $3,000;  and  balance 
of  $2,000  to  be  paid  on  completion  of 
maps . 

1969  VOTED  ...to  pay  balance  of  property 
maps  $3,000.00  ...appoint  Maxine  La- 
joie  3  yrs,  and  Frances  Levasseur  2  yr. 
terms  on  schoolboard  ...taxes  are  due 
presentation  of  bill  . .  .regular  appropri¬ 
ations  ; 

1970  VOTED ..  .state  construction  of  state  aid 
road  "Madore  Road"  ...$400.00  towards 
a  grader  ...to  hold  meeting  of  1971  in 
the  evening.  30  attended  1970  meeting. 


************ 


MADORE  ROAD  (above);  LAPLANTE  ROAD  (at  right). 
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HOW  THE  FIRST  SCHOOLHOUSE  WAS  BUILT  IN 
CYR  PLANTATION  IN  1887 

(We  have  tried  to  retain  the  authenticity  of  these  old  records  by 
copying  the  spelling  errors  and  sentence  structures  as  recorded.) 

Merchez  entre  Hustin  Madore  et  le  District  No.  2  dans  le  dit  District  de 
Cyr  Plantation.  Hustin  Madore  convien  de  batire  une  maison  d'ecole  pour  le 
District  ^2  pour  la  somme  de  $150.00.  En  motie  en  argent  et  la  moitie  en  effets. 
La  grandeur  de  la  maison  18  de  large  sur  24  de  long.  La  hauteur  douze  pieds 
de  poteau  et  couvrie  en  bardeau  et  entourer  en  bardeau  avec  du  berdeau  du 
^3  du  papier  de  sour  le  berdeau.  Aussi  trois  chasi  par  cote;  aussi  un  petit  chasi 
dans  le  pignon  du  chemin  audessu  de  la  porte  du  chemin.  La  hauteur  des  chasi 
cingt  vitre  de  haut  et  deux  de  large.  Une  porte  convenable  pour  le, district. 
Plancy  bas  double  et  le  plancy  de  haut  enboufty.  Aussi  la  maison  pienturer,  la 
couverture  en  gros  lock  rouge  et  le  reste  une  pienture  convenable.  Le  dit  Hustin 
Madore  convien  de  batire  une  commodity  pour  les  enfants  et  le  bois  d'ecole,  le 
dit  Hustin  a  le  doigt  de  ce  servire  de  tous  le  bois  et  la  plance  de  la  vielle 
maison  d'ecole  pour  le  propos  de  batire  la  maison  neuf.  Aussi,  le  dit  Hustin  con¬ 
vien  de  fournire  le  terrain  necessaire  pour  le  propos  de  la  maison  d'ecole.  Le 
dit  Hustin  Madore  convien  de  finire  la  maison  d'ecole  le  20  de  Julliet  1887.  Le 
dit  Hustin  convien  de  prendre  les  effets  au  prix  courrant^les  effets  qui  aura  besoin. 
Les  habitants  convient  de  fournire  au  dit  Hustin  Madore  le  montant  de  $80.00 
entre  ici  le  20  Julliet  motier  d'argentje  reste  de  la  somme  a  la  tossaint,  le 
premier  de  Novembre  1887.  Le  dit  Hustin  convien  de  pas  donner  plus  que  quatre 
pouce  de  couvert  au  berdeau  qui  sera  posser  sur  cette  maison  d'ecole. 

Witness  by 

Thomas  Sirois  Jr.,  Supervisor 


****** 

SCHOOLHOUSE  IN  DISTRICT  H  —  1895 

Marchez  entre  Francois  Cormier  et  Joseph  Ouellette  committee  de  Cyr 
Plantation  on  faite  entreprendre  une  maison  d'ecole  dans  le  District  ^4.  C'est 
Prudent  Couturier  et  Noel  Gagnon  qui  I' on  entreprit.  II  convient  de  batir  une 
maison,  les  condition  son  comme  ceci: 

La  somme  de  $125.00.  $50.00  pour  commencer  et  si  e  I  le  est  pret  et  usable  le 

10  Mai  on  finira  de  leur  donner  le  reste  de  leur  argent  dans  ce  temp-la.  Les  con¬ 
ditions  de  maison  sont:  20  pieds  de  long  et  16  pied  de  lage  et  de  10  pieds  de  haut. 

11  faut  Qu'ils  la  clabore  en  bardeau  et  du  papier  soure  le  bardeau  et  qu'ils  >a 
pienture  en  d'ehors.  La  planche  de  haut  et  bas  faite  a  demeur.  La  maison  soit 
pret  pour  commencer  I'ecole  le  10  de  Mai,  1895  et  qu'il  soit  livable  le  10  de 
Juillet  et  sa  sera  le  committee  qui  la  visitera .  Ms  convient  aussi  de  mettre  6 
chasi  58  pouce  de  haut  et  20  pouce  de  large. 

Agreed  by 

Prudent  Couturier, 

Noel  Gagnon 


Witness:  Isaie  Roy 
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SCHOOLHOUSE  #3  —  1896 


Batise  de  20  pied  sur  16,  10  pied  de  poteau,  la  double  de  planche  sur  les 
stods,  un  double  de  papier  entre  les  planche  et  le  berdeau.  Du  berdeau  No.  4, 
laisser  4  1/2  pouces  de  decouvert  pour  I'entourer.  La  couverture  avec  du  ber¬ 
deau  *3,  4  pouce  decouvert.  6  chasi  dans  le  bas  58  pouce  de  heaut  et  20  pouces 
de  large  et  1  chasi  dan  le  pignon  en  haut.  Deux  plancers  de  bas  posser  avec 
deux  double  de  planche  un  pouce  d'apres  bien  seche  et  un  plancher  de  haut  mise 
double  de  plance  mie  enboufte  et  bien  seche.  Une  porte  double  avec  deux 
double  de  planche  enboufte  seche  et  peinturer  et  clanche  attacher.  L'exterior: 
de  la  maison  soit  bien  flni  avec  une  couche  de  peinture  couleur  de  creme  pour 
I'entourage.  Les  boissure  peinturer  en  rouge  vif.  La  maison  doit  etre  livable  le 
5  Mai  1896.  La  couverture  peinturer  en  gros  rouge.  Si  la  peinture  creme  est 
plus  cher  que  la  rouge  on  consent  de  lui  payer  la  balance.  Une  privy  6  pieds 
aur  4  pieds  flni  en  de  dans  et  en  d'hors.  On  exige  suivent  les  conditions  et 
loger  cette  ecole  por  $300.00  pour  le  District  ^3.  Augustin  Madore  est  convenu 
de  faire  la  maison  d'ecole  de  cette  condition. 

Signer  par  Augustin  Madore 

Witnesses,  Michel  Duplessis 
Joseph  Madore 

****** 


SPECIFICATIONS  IN  BUILDING 
SCHOOLHOUSE  *1  —  1897 
IN  ANDRE  CYR  DISTRICT 

Building  to  be24'xl6'.  Ten  feet  post  frame 
building.  One  layer  of  board  on  studding.  One 
layer  of  sheeting  paper.  No.  3  shingles  4  1/2" 
to  the  weather.  Roof  covered  wi  th  good  ^3, 
4"  to  weather.  Six  windows  58"  high,  20" 
wide  and  one  common  window  in  gable.  Low¬ 
er  floor  laid  with  2  layers  of  1"  board  well 
seasoned  and  one  upper  floor  with  an  8"  planed 
board  and  one  with  a  6"  board  covering  joint 
with  well  seasoned  lumber.  One  common  door 
with  2  layers  of  matched  boards  with  necessary 
hinges  and  fixtures.  The  upper  floor  or  ceiling 
to  be  laid  under  the  beams  and  well  nailed. 
The  exterior  of  the  house  to  be  all  well  finished 
and  completed,  and  one  coat  of  paint  on  body 
of  building  and  on  roof  to  be  applied. 

Studding  used  in  frame  to  2x4,  beams  2x6" 
studdings  to  be  20"  apart,  rafters  2x4.  In  con¬ 


nection  one  privy  6x8'  all  finished  inside  and 
out.  Building  and  privy  to  be  all  completed 
and  delivered  on  or  before  July  16,  1897. 

One-half  of  undertaking  will  be  paid  on 
commencement  of  work.  The  balance  when 
building  is  all  completed  and  accepted. 
Undertakers  will  be  obliged  to  give  satisfactory 
bond  for  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

Undertaker:  Joseph  Ouellette 

Witness:  Joseph  Lapierre,  clerk 

****** 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION  OF 
SCHOOLHOUSE  *3  —  APRIL  12,  1910 

Agreement  for  building  schoolhouse  by 
Solomon  Ouellette  of  Cyr  Plantation,  Maine. 
The  members  of  th-»  Superintending  School  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Cyr  Plantation,  Maine,  agree  as  fol¬ 
lows: 
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Solomon  Ouellette  agrees  to  erect  and 
build  for  said  Plantation  at  the  acceptance  of 
said  members  of  Superintending  School  Com¬ 
mittee  on  lot  of  land  on  the  line  between  land 
of  Elzear  Lapointe  and  land  of  Ovide  Pelle¬ 
tier,  on  southerly  side  of'  main  road,  leading 
to  Caribou,  a  schoolhouse  of  the  following  di¬ 
mensions,  a  description  and  materials  to  wit: 

Size  of  house  20x16'  high  of  posts  and 
walls  timbers  1 1  1/2'  with  gable  roof.  Post  and 
timber  2x4",  sills  8x8"  squares,  cedar  and 
spruce  cross  sills  3x6",  4‘  apart.  Boards  to  be 
good  common  spruce  boards  all  through  the 
building.  Lower  floors  to  be  built  double  with 
seasoned  boards.  Schoolroom  to  be  sealed  with 
seasoned  planed  and  matched  boards.  Upper 
floor  to  be  laid  single.  Shingles  for  roof  to  be 
of  ^3  quality  laid  4"  to  weather.  Outside  walls 
to  be  shelled  with  good  sheeting  paper  cover¬ 
ed  with  shingles  ^4  quality,  5"  to  weather. 
The  space  between  floor  and  ceiling  to  be  8' 
high.  Four  windows  12x24"  each,  one  good 
quality  door  2x8  by  6x8  with  fixtures.  No 
painting  outside  nor  inside  of  building.  To  be 
erected  on  cedar  underpinning  blocks  4'  deep. 
Boards  and  lumber  tobe  of  spruce  also  included 
in  this  contract  and  sum  hereunder  mentioned. 


one  comfortable  out-house  or  privy,  roofed  and 
sealed  all  around  with  cedar  shingles. 

Said  Solomon  Ouellette  agrees  to  com¬ 
plete  and  deliver  said  house  and  out-house  for 
use  of  said  Plantation  on  or  before  May  1,1910. 
The  members  of  the  Superintending  School  Com¬ 
mission  agree  to  pay  to  said  Solomon  Ouellette 
at  completion  of  this  contract  and  delivery  of 
above  described  building,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  ($180.00),  dated  and  ac¬ 
cepted  this  12th  day  of  April  1910. 

Signed  by  the  School  Committee: 

Elie  Ouellette 
Antoine  Ouellette 
William  J .  Lajoie 
Witness:  T.  H.  Pelletier 

****** 


Another  excerpt:  Built  schoolhouse  ^6  in 
1910  by  Solomon  Ouellette  for  $150.00. 

. . .  Bought  a  stove  from  Dedime  Morin  for  that 
school;  another  stove  from  Joseph  Madore. 

...  Dedime  Morin  paid  $26.00  to  drive  chil¬ 
dren  to  school . 


******  **★★**★★★*** 


BOOKS  USED  IN  CYR  PLANTATION 
IN  1895 

The  following  named  publication  of  Mssr. 
Gring  &  Co.  have  been  regardedly  adopted  for 
use  in  the  public  school  of  Cyr  Plantation  for  a 
period  of  five  years  from  Oct.  25,  1895:  A- 
rithmetic,  Montgomery's  History  N.  S.,  Tor- 
bell's  Language  Sessions,  Whitney  &  Oak  Gray 
Grammar,  Feyes  Geographies,  Stickney  Read¬ 
ers  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  Geoves  Gevded  Speller, 
Reoisdell's  Physiologies,  Ginn  &  Co.  copy 


****** 
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SCHOOL  TEACHERS  IN  CYR  PLANTATION 


In  1870  very  little  schooling  was  held  in  the  cold  months  of  the  year.  They  would  have 
school  in  private  homes  where  a  room  was  set  aside  for  the  children  or  grown-ups  who  desired  to 
learn  their  ABC's.  After  the  older  children  had  learned  to  read  and  write,  they  would,  in  turn, 
teach  the  others.  Anyone  with  the  knowledge  of  the  3  r's,  could  be  a  teacher.  From  1870,  to 
1900  it  is  hard  to  determine  who  the  teachers  were.  We  know  for  a  fact  that  our  oldest  living 
citizen,  Mrs.  Laura  Lapierre  Jacques,  92  years  young,  taught  school  in  her  early  days;  so  did 
Mrs.  Annie  Ouellette  Ayotte,  87  years  young. 

The  records  show  that  the  school  teachers  were  as  follows,  starting  from  1900: 


Miss  Modeste  Sirois 
Miss  Edna  Crawford 
Miss  Evelyn  Sirois 
Alma  Bernard 
Agnes  Tardif 
Cecile  Cyr 
Philomen  Paradis 
Catherine  Levasseur 
Clarisse  Duperry 
Lottie  Violette 
Celina  Castonguay 
Mrs.  George  Sirois 
Genevieve  Tardif 
Fred  Madore 
Mrs.  Jesse  Santerre 
Phebie  Ayotte 
Jane  Sirois 
Hattie  Berube 
Leo  Poirier  Sr.  (1911) 
Candide  Duperry 
H.W.  McPherson 
Alberta  Daigle 
Anna  Cyr 
Mary  Oaks 
Jeanne  Pelletier 
Isabelle  Violette 
Eva  Grace 
Celina  Cyr 
Laura  Cyr 


Jane  Lapointe 
Louis  Sirois 
Georgianna  ? 

Paul  Sirois 
Adam  Bouchard 
Frank  Dubay 
Gertrude  Albert 
Damas  Robichaud 
Alphonsine  Michaud 
Tracy  Thibodeau 
Bertha  Pinette 
Yvonne  Levesque 
Mrs.  Onezime  Rossignol 
Eleonard  Gerard 
Mary  Cyr 
Irene  H.  Daigle 
Mary  A.  Daigle 
Louise  Cyr 
Edwidge  Dumais 
Sadie  Madore 
Ernestine  Lozier 
Dina  Thibodeau 
Em  ily  Dionne 
Yvonne  Lapierre 
Cecile  Ayotte 
Anita  Thibodeau 
Mrs.  Anastasie  Cyr 
Louis  Sirois 
Agnes  M.  Bell 


Zenaide  Daigle 
Flavie  Lebel 
Euginie  Theriault 
Louise  Theriault 
Amanda  Lapointe 
Wilhemina  Levasseur 
Anna  Lajoie 
Anna  Raymond 
Ida  Morneault 
Martha  Paradis 
Joseph  Morneault 
Martha  Parent 
Yvonne  Michaud 
Elise  Lapierre 
Audianna  Lapierre 
Lillian  Plante 
Imelda  Franck 
Mabel  Paradis 
Annette  Soucy 
Hector  Hebert 
Irene  Violette 
Nora  Dubay 
Albertine  Lapierre 
Emily  Nadeau 
Lawrence  Violette 
Dorilda  Lapierre 
Oleda  Pelletier 
Clifford  Madore 
Eva  Smith 
Oleda  Pelletier 


Romeo  Thibodeau 
Mae  Dumais 
Cecile  Levasseur 
Gertrude  Thibodeau 
Blanche  Cyr 
Alma  Lausier 
Lucie  Stil  es 
Florence  Pelletier 
Yvonne  Dumais 
Edmond  Picard 
Annette  Pelletier 
Estelle  Ouellette 
Louise  Langlais 
Walter  Thibodeau 
Agnes  Tardif 
Florence  Fongemie 
Martha  Cyr 
Benoit  Picard 
Theresa  Langlais 
Agnes  Soucy 
Anita  Rossignol 
Martha  Ouellette 
Aurore  Lapointe 
Grace  Lapointe 
Madeleine  Cormier 
Rena  S.  Madore 
Virginia  Marquis 
Isabel  Fournier 
Muriel  Tardif 
Corinne  Theriault 
Lorraine  Ouellette 


♦  ♦*#♦♦*  +  ***♦ 

Everyone  wants  to  go  to  Heaven,  but  no  one  wants  to  die!  . . .  .Opportunities  are  never  lost, 
the  other  fellow  takes  those  you  have  missed  .  .  .  .Most  men  need  two  women:  a  secretary 
to  take  everything  down  and  a  wife  to  pick  everything  up! 
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TEACHER  ADVISORS  WERE 

MRS.  LUCY  LABBEE  AND  MISS  YVETTE 

SOUCY,  EMPLOYED  BY  THE  STATE 

There  were  six  one-room  schoolhouses  in 
the  Plantation  from  1900  to  1931,  averaging 
to  30  pupils  per  school.  In  1931  they  had 
closed  three  schools  due  to  lack  of  teachers . 
The  children  were  transported  to  the  schools  in 
Van  Buren  by  cabooses  and  horses.  They  re¬ 
opened  in  the  fall  of  1932  when  four  Lapierre 
sisters  came  to  teach,  of  whom  two  were  grad¬ 
uates  of  Normal  School . 

The  first  and  only  eighth  grade  gradua¬ 
tion  held  inCyr  Plantation  was  at  School  #2  in 
1931-32.  The  graduates  were:  Ruby  and  Lil¬ 
ian  Cormier,  Yvonne  Ouellette  and  Angeline 
Page.  The  teachers  were  Blanche  Cyr,  Audi- 
anna,  Albertine,  Yvonne  Lapierre. 

Picture  of  the  graduates  is  on  page  67. 

In  1934  new  schools  were  built  in  the 
Plantation,  naming  one  after  the  governor  of 
that  year.  Gov.  Brann  School.  Miss  Aurore 
Lapierre  had  the  honor  to  be  the  first  teacher 
in  the  new  school . 

Again,  in  1943,  three  schools  were 
closed  due  to  lack  of  teachers*  The  students 
had  to  furnish  their  own  transportatioh  to  the 
schools  in  Van  Buren.  In  1945  Mr.  Omer  Du¬ 
mont  installed  a  van  on  a  1945  GMC  truck, 
with  benches  to  hold  65  pupils  and  transporta¬ 
tion  was  furnished  for  two  years  in  this  manner. 

In  1948  Mr.  Leo  S.  Madore  bought  a 
1937  Ford  bus  with  the  capacity  to  hold  48  pu¬ 
pils,  making  a  smoother  ride  to  school. 

1950  closed  the  door  to  the  one-room 
schoolhouse.  Gov.  Brann  School  remains  today 
as  ourPlantation  Hal1  and  was  used  as  our  Cen¬ 
tennial  Headquarters. 

Transportation  in  1970  is  furnished  by  a 
1968  Ford  bus  with  the  capacity  for  66  passen¬ 
gers.  The  driver  and  owner  of  the  vehicle  is 
Mr.  Alphy  Levasseur,  and  is  under  contract  to 
SAD  #24  of  Van  Buren,  Maine. 


SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  SCHOOLS 
SPAN  51  YEARS 

In  1919  Cyr  Plantation  hired  the  super¬ 
intendent  from  Van  Buren  as  their  superintend¬ 
ent  to  supervise  their  schools. 

The  superintendents  were: 

Mr.  C.  L.  O'Connell 
Mr.  Edgar  Martin 
Mr.  Raymond  Brennick 
Mr.  Gerard  Tardif 
Mr.  Charles  Tanous 

****** 

A  FORMER  SCHOOL  TEACHER  REMINISCES 
MRS.  CECILE  LEVASSEUR  KIRK 


I  was  born  in  Hamlin  Plantation,  Maine, 
in  1907  and  attended  the  Good  Shepherd  Con¬ 
vent  and  graduated  from  Sacred  Heart  High 
School  in  1927.  I  attended  Presque  Isle  Normal 
School  in  1927  and  1928. 

The  schools  where  I  taught  were  in  Cyr 
Plantation,  Grand  Isle,  and  Frenchville.  In 
the  years  of  1927,  1928,  1929,  1930,  I  taught 
in  grade  schools. 

In  1930  I  left  Ma  ine  to  accept  a  book¬ 
keeper's  position  in  Mount  Kisco,  N.Y.  I  was 
a  ticket  agent  for  various  stations  in  Staten 
Island,  N.  Y.  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  but  resigned  after  a  while. 


1919  to  1945 
1946  to  1952 

1953  to  1954 

1954  to  1968 
1968  to  1970 
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In  1934  I  married  Victor  Kirk  of  New  York 
who  was  then  engaged  in  the  diner  restaurant 
field.  In  midsummer  of  1934  my  late  husband 
and  I  entered  the  restaurant  business  in  the 
Bronx  of  New  York,  "The  Paramount  Diner." 
We  yearned  for  country  life,  and  it  was  then 
we  moved  into  the  Clinton,  N.J.  area. 

In  1937  my  husband  and  I  opened  the  first 
original  Kirk  diner  in  Clinton,  N.J.,  and  op¬ 
erated  until  1952  when  we  ventured  into  the 
"Kirknew  Modem  Diner",  at  that  time  the  most 
modem  in  Hunterdon  County,  Lebanon,  N.J. 
We  operated  both  for  a  while,  then  sold  the 
first  original  and  operated  the  other  until  I  sold 
out  in  1967.  Now  I  am  operating  a  personal 
real  estate  business. 

While  touring  the  New  England  states  re¬ 
cently  I  found  all  the  grade  schools  I  once 
taught  at  were  either  destroyed  or  replaced  by 
regional  schools.  It  was  interesting  to  learn 
that  the  first  school  I  had  taught  at  is  still 
standingand  now  being  used  bycouncilmen  (my 
nephew,  Alphy  Levasseur,  chairman)  for  mu¬ 
nicipal  purposes.  Again  it  is  interesting  to 
know  that  "the  little  red  schoolhouse"  is  situ¬ 
ated  in  Cyr  Plantation  where  my  paternal  mo¬ 
ther,  the  late  Suzanne  Gagnon  Levasseur  was 
born  and  brought  up.  The  first  school  I  taught 
my  oldest  brother  Ben's  children,  who  operated 
a  farm  in  Cyr  Plantation  at  that  time. 

My  sincere  congratulations  to  my  nephew's 
wife,  Frances,  and  her  committee,  for  the  mar¬ 
velous  work  they  have  done  on  the  Centennial 
celebration  of  Cyr  Plantation. 

Sincerely, 

Cecile  Levasseur  Kirk 


To  this  I  might  add  an  inception, 
the  following  poem: 

LIFE  IS  A  RACE 

Life's  like  a  horse  race. 

We  all  hope  to  win. 

If  the  going's  hard  and  rugged. 

Can  we  take  it  on  the  chin? 


There  are  times  we  wish  for  something. 
Hoping  it  will  come  to  be. 

But  in  life  things  can  be  far  reaching. 
That's  most  obvious  to  see. 

We  may  wish  for  fame  and  glory. 

But  it's  very  hard  to  get 
Unless  we  strive  and  work  for  it. 
There's  no  reason  to  regret. 

For  just  like  in  the  horse  race. 

We  all  aim  to  come  in  first; 

But  it  takes  the  best  that's  in  us 
If  you  want  to  win  the  purse. 

****** 


"MY  FIRST  YEAR  OF  TEACHING" 

By  Mrs.  Isabel  Fournier  Morneault 
of  Madawaska,  Maine 

Rural  School  ^1  in  Cyr  Plantation  was  my 
first  year  of  teaching  experience.  I  would 
commute  on  the  Bangor  and  Aroostook  busline 
in  the  morning,  and  the  evening  I  would  either 
call  a  taxi  or  the  good  neighbors  would  give 
me  a  ride  home.  Some  nights  I  would  be  on 
time  for  the  B&A  busline  for  a  ride  back  home 
to  Van  Buren.  At  noon  time  I  enjoyed  having 
tasty  dinners  at  Mrs.  Abel  Cyr's. 

My  year  of  teaching  in  Cyr  Plantation  is  a 
very  memorable  year.  Everybody  was  so  coop¬ 
erative  and  so  willing  to  help.  It  was  so  peace¬ 
ful  and  one  could  teach  without  interruption. 
The  children  were  learning  and  eager  to  know 
more.  Every  effort  I  gave  in  teaching  wasn't 
in  vain.  We  had  visitation  of  the  superintend¬ 
ent  and  the  parish  priest  once  a  month. 

The  school  enclosed  five  families;  the 
Vaillancourts,  Lajoies,  and  three  Cyr  families. 

My  only  reason  for  not  returning  to  the  be¬ 
loved  Cyr  Plantation,  was  the  communication 
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problem.  Although  by  the  end  of  the  year  I 
was  able  to  have  a  ride  home  on  the  Van  Buren 
school  bus  that  was  transporting  the  other  chil¬ 
dren  as  far  as  James  Madore's  house,  I  had  to 
walk  one-half  mile  to  take  the  bus. 

Times  have  changed,  haven't  they?  After 
I  left  Cyr  Plantation  school,  I  taught  three 
years  at  Sacred  Heart  School  in  Van  Buren. 

*  *  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

MY  FIRST  TEACHING  ASSIGNMENT 
ONE-ROOM  SCHOOLHOUSE 
DAYS  RECALLED 

By  Aurore  Lapierre  Lapointe 

In  1931  during  the  depression,  all  school¬ 
teachers  were  asked  to'eaveVan  Buren  schools 
and  teach  in  their  hometown.  I  was  the  last  of 
six  sisters  in  the  teaching  profession .  There 
were  three  teaching  in  Van  Buren  at  the  time 
which  meant  they  would  have  to  teach  in  Cyr 
Plantation.  I  was  sure  of  not  teaching  that 
year.  One  of  my  sisters  and  myself  were  the 
only  two  Normal  School  graduates,  but  experi¬ 
ence  came  before  degrees  in  those  particular 
years.  However,  Mr.  Charles  O'Connell,  our 
superintendent,  cal  led  me  on  a  Saturday, hiring 
me  for  School  ^5  at  $10.00  a  week.  This  was 
one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life.  Not 
knowing  the  outcome  and  missionary  work  wait¬ 
ing  for  me,  I  accepted  graciously.  School  ^5 
was  in  the  Lavoie  settlement.  My  father  drove 
me  to  the  school  which  I  had  never  visited.  To 
my  amazement  it  looked  nothing  like  a  school¬ 
building.  We  drove  up  to  a  gray  house  with 
the  door  wide  open .  We  were  confronted  with 
birds  flying  around  and  hornets'  nests.  To  think 
that  this  was  to  be  my  school  for  the  next  two 
years.  .  .  I  sure  hated  to  see  Dad  leave,  but 
never  for  a  moment  thought  of  resigning.  My 
first  task  was  to  look  for  a  broom  to  chase  out 
the  birds  and  disrupt  the  hornets'  nests. 

In  the  meantime  there  were  rumors  in  the 
settlement  that  they  were  getting  a  new  teach¬ 
er.  As  I  was  trying  to  clean  the  place,  an  in¬ 


vestigator  appeared  in  the  doorway.  I  must've 
startled  him,  as  he  said,  "Hell,  yes,  she  is 
here!",  and  ran  out  as  fast  as  he  could .  In 
no  time  word  had  reached  the  neighborhood, 
and  pupils  started  coming,  one  by  one. 

If  you  have  never  seen  an  old  schoolhouse 
before,  let  me  describe  the  inside.  A  stove  in 
the  middle  of  the  room;  a  shelf  in  one  corner 
to  hold  a  pail  for  our  drinking  water;  and  pews 
for  desks.  I  was  fortunate  to  know  a  carpenter 
who  had  recently  bought  a  farm.  He  had  four 
sons  coming  to  school .  The  boys  helped  me  to 
knock  down  some  of  the  pews  to  make  a  table 
and  benches  for  group  reading.  Finally  I  was 
organized.  I  started  with  20  pupils  and  ended 
with  50.  Where  would  I  place  them  all?  I 
guess  it  was  not  compulsory  to  attend  school  at 
that  time.  Some  children  came  to  learn  their 
numbers  and  how  to  count  money.  I  had  three 
girl  students  older  than  I  was.  I  had  to  make 
the  work  very  interesting  to  keep  them  in 
school .  It  was  mostly  individual  work. 

My  superintendent  informed  me  to  make 
two  class  sessions.  Primary  to  third  grade  in 
the  morning;  fourth  to  eighth  grade  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  My  noon  hour  was  spent  doing  cor¬ 
respondence  for  the  residents  and  ordering  seeds, 
reading  and  answering  letters  for  the  neighbors 
who  couldn't  read  nor  write.  On  many  occas- 
sions  I  had  to  call  the  priest  or  doctor  for  the 
sick  on  my  return  to  my  boarding  place. 

My  first  year  I  boarded  at  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Isidore  Dumond,  as  close  to  the  school  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  second  year  my  sister  and  I  boarded 
at  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Omer  Dumont's.  I  commuted 
by  sled  in  the  winter  and  by  wagon  in  the 
spring. 

I  enjoyed  every  moment  I  spent  teaching, 
seeing  how  the  children  were  eager  to  learn. 
It  was  a  challenge  and  made  me  realize  how 
fortunate  I  had  been,  having  received  the  edu¬ 
cation  I've  had.  Mr.  Edmond  Picard  replaced 
me  the  following  year. 

In  1934  I  accepted  a  job  in  School  ^3, 
closer  to  home,  and  taught  for  six  years.  Then 
I  married  and  thought  it  best  to  stay  home  and 
care  for  my  family.  I  replaced  a  teacher  in 
School  ^2  in  1941  for  one-half  year. 
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APPLICATION 

B  fall 

Itmt  •  »*  auiWr  L  #/^r  S9*  S' 

(try  mm  (•«■  //  a  /3**t  *  //%*****£' 

To  the  Stole  Commissioner  of  Education:— 

I  hereby  apply  for  a  teacher's  pension  under  the  provisions  of  law  and  present  herewith  evidences 
eligibility  to 
I  hereby 


roceive  such  pension.  The  date  of  my  final  retirement  from  teaching  was  3/. _ 

y  certify  that  I  was  bom  in  1 <2!i £  .  m  -4 

*U**  u.m»u  -  mu  of  nirth 


of  my 

'UlS 


Pl«r«  of  Birth 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  taught  as  follows: 

(List  service  in  chronological  order  ) 

Town  ol/fUtA^t/C  iotJ/J}  years  beginning. /{.  .'it/  and  ending  - comprising  . .ai?. 
Town  of  _/•  '  for  years  beginning —  '  .  and  ending  __  comprising  JL 

Town  of  ftf!  for  years  beginning./^'*  and  ending  -  .*/  .comprising.  J 

Town  of  it  '  forty  years  beginning  <✓./"  anil  ending  . -f' ‘  ^  '/comprising  ^ 

Town  of  a.  iatlu*'  years  beginning  '  and  ending  ".  ...comprising...^'.. 

Town  of  A..  -  for.//'  years  beginning  '•  ,  and  ending  J.  •  .. comprising. ..L/... 

Town  of  hu/K  .A  years  beginning  ^/S  f(  and  ending  '  /  comprising  3  _ 

Town  of  a.  /  forij/.  J  years  beginning  JlAt/f  f*/  an*  ending  comprising 


Town 


of  XiutlUlM^AsloT 


Town  of 


for 


t  /  years  beginning  t  f  and  ending  /«///(... 

years  beginning  and  ending  J,  U£* 


Town  of  for  f.J  years  Iteginmng  '/3-<  f  <v£.  and  ending  J  i-i.- 

iot/jy£  years  beginning  J. xwi\  ending  Jit 

and  ending 


comprising 

comprising 

comprising 


for  /  .  7years  beginning 

Town  of  u _ **  for. Z.'J  years  beginning 

Town  oft  J — 

Town  of -Jl — 


U  for3  J'  years  beginning 


fo i/ZjS  years  beginning 


Town  of  s, —  ..  -Li  .  ioxl%2j  years  beginning 

Town  of  -  (or/&J  years  beginning 

Town 
Town 

Town  of, ^LUjLL*> / lit  for./s/  years  beginning  -++ct'l 
Town  of  ".  lot/J3Ct  years  beginning  ,.. 

Town  of  for/,-7!  years  beginning 

Toswn  of  for i/J*  years  beginning 


and  ending 
and  ending 
and  ending 
and  ending 
and  ending 


i_  comprising 


1 

,i. 

JL 


comprising  ... 
comprising  3 
comprising  J 
_  comprising.  3. 
comprising  3. 
comprising  aJ 


of  !-  fop^^year*  beginning  XL  '  <  and  ending  //aV/*'V-  comprising  J.. 

of  vS-<<VVC'#  fo^_</',/years  beginnings.  •7^-i..-*('i<and  ending  Ji  comprising 

of  /LUjLL*!  flu  for.  years  beginning  .  and  ending  <£/  comprising  Jl. 


Town  of  i/jJS  [ot/jQl/  years  lieginning  and  ending  —  ./'''^''L'iomprising  J 

Tows  of  J  .  years  beginning.  .  1  .  *  "Lr .  and  ending  v .£?..  . 'V^'^omprising.-? 

for  J/. years  begiimingy^.V/'^'y  and  ending  J  /-LA<L-  comprising 


and  ending-*'.  •  £  comprising  v/ 

and  ending  ,_£...  comprising 

and  ending  comprising  si 


Town  of.* 
Town  of 
Town  of 
Town  of 

Town  of 

Town  of 


for _  years  beginning  and  ending 

for _  years  beginning  — _  and  ending 

for  years  beginning  and  ending 

for  years  beginning  and  ending 

fur  years  beginning  and  ending 


comprising 

comprising 

comprising 


terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 

terms 


terms 

ft'M  • 


rompnMAf  terra* 

„  ^ 

I  alto  certify  that  teaching  was  my  principal  occupation  for  the  above  total  of  -fi.  Z  .  years. 

I  alto  certify  that  no  contract  exists  with  any  school  committee  to  prevent  my  retirement. 

(Q  r  ^  tf/>  3  sy/l^/rlc  j£  sd  <1/ 

r*u  * 


«l«a*lurw  mi  BgpJlrBal 


(] 


t  /  r 


/,,  : 


£tatr  of  flalnr 


/  r 


2- 


Personally  appeare*!  I■c<••re  me  the  above  named 


,  -  A  - - -J - 19.%.^ 

L  *  S'  f  ‘  **  £J  I r  f.Q id  made  oath  that  the  stoto- 
ments  in  the  foreg  fig  apt  ■  it'  -n  hi  '»•»  Mib»erihed  are  true  an^  cpfre^t  to  the  best  of  bA'Vnowledgr  and  belief. 

J 


1  /  *  j  f *  //<'-■  sy / « 


futtitt  of  Ikt  Ptact, 


CERTIFICATE  OF  SERVICE  IN  TEACHING 


A. 


/ 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT.  . . . . - . 

subscriber  to  the  foregoing  application,  taught  in  the  public  schools  of...  A . for 

. ^  school  years,  of .  3  A. . weeks  each,  within  the  years  of . -  /S..C  3 . /..?Al 

This  certificate  is  based  on* .  /A-  y*~  X-rr . 

. 9?l<k-sl  4^7  19../  A-  . . t_- . 

D*te  OfflclaUPoaltitm.  / 

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT . .  .  ,<k  &<eU-  -y 

to  the  foregoing  application,  taught  in  the  public  schools  of.  Hz 

. school  years,  of - 3-^Z _ _ ..weeks  each,  within  the  years  o  c/tar/fAT 

This  certificate  is  based  on*... <t«  ail 

— . Z . .....I9l.i?r/ 


or 


f  Date 


. _.weeks  each,  within  the  years  of/ e'er  /  7 lyit _ t  r. 

^  r/  ait  iU  _  / 

^uy  ex3as  r 


p^JL 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT . 

subscriber  to  the  foregoing  application,  taught  in  the  public  schools  of. — .' 


J.L'.AQ  Q I  for 

fe. . .„, . school  years,  of . . . weeks  each,  within  the  years  of _ /  f  &  (*'  f  n  /  f  3 / 

This  certificate  is  based  on* . . 

. _Xl.3. . ...ig.'i.-?^'  ^  ^ 


Date 


0««tal  PaaltUa 


jr'L-' 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT 


<*■■* . .1 


taWribrr  *0  the  foregoing  »|*plic.itimi.  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 

. 2  school  years,  of  . J9- .  weeks  each,  within  the  years  of . 

This  certificate  is  based  on*  . . 3-^ SJLuLG- 


. . . /l/\  OS*  X  3  y  I9i.53. 


_4r3/,. 


Ottclal  Position 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT  . sAAA? 

subscriber  to  the  foregoing  application,  taught  in  the  public  schools  of,....'?  for 

. . school  years,  of . . .2.  it?....... . weeks  each,  within  the  years  of _ ,Z_ . I  *7  2  3 

This  certificate  is  based  on*.  ??*■ 

0 -  - -  .-w — .  -  . . 

0  al  PoetUon  ’f~‘  *- 


19..  «*r“ 


THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT, 
subscriber  tojhe  foregoing  application,  taught  in  the  public  schools  of 

......  %  school  years,  of. . .....3-  kt\ . weeks^ach,  within  the  years  of... 

This  certificate  is  based  on*  t3jT. — 

AAAl4L-'k*. . /...A... ig. /Z?...?'  _ /3&S7 \Af.. .aasAA. 

Datt  Oflclal  Position 
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SCHOOLHOUSE  ffl 

("LA  COTE  DES  PARENT") 

Includes:  Cyr's,  Vai I lancourt's, 

Ouellette's  and  Lajoie's 


THE  TEACHER:  THERESA  LANGLAIS  —  1938  -  1939 


Boys  at  School  *1  1938-1939 

(1st  row)  Rosaire  Vaillancourt,  Gordon 
Lajoie,  Nestor  Vail  lancourt,  Ronald 
Cyr,  ?  .  (2nd  row)  Nathan  Cyr,  ?,  Vernon 
Cyr,  Wilbur  Cyr,  ?  .  (3rd  row)  Herby 
Vaillancourt,  Hermel  Vaillancourt,  Norman 
D.  Ouellette,  Gerard  Vaillancourt, 

Melvin  Lajoie . 


Girls  at  School  ^  1  1938-1939 

(1st  row)  Joyce  Cyr,  ?  ,  Doris  Levesque 
(2nd  row)  Marilyn  Cyr,  Merila  Cyr 
Norma  Cyr,  Robertine  Cyr 
(3rd  row)  Violet  Cyr,  Homerine  Lajoie 
Rachel  Cyr,  Rene  Mae  Vaillancourt 
The  teacher,  Theresa  Langlais 
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RECESS  TIME  AT  SCHOOL  #1  —  ISABEL  FOURNIER,  TEACHER 


Boys: 

Donald  Cyr,  Nestor  Vail lancourt,  Nathan  Cyr, 
Rosaire  Vail  lancourt,  Romeo  Levesque  Jr., 

Irvin  Vaillancourt,  Delbert  Cyr, 

Vynal  Vaillancourt 


1943  -  1944 


Girls: 

Marileen  Vaillancourt,  Marilyn  Cyr 
Robertine  Levesque,  Gloria  Cyr?,  Doris 
Levesque,  Sylvia  Cyr,  Wilma  Vaillancourt 
Carlene  Vaillancourt,  Patsy  Vaillancourt 

Della  Cyr 


1949  -  1950 
SCHOOL  #6 


Mrs.  Lorraine  Ouellette  closed  the  doors  to  the 
one-room  school  teaching  in  Cyr  Plantation  in 
1950.  Says  Mrs.  Ouellette,  "It  was  a  joy 
teaching  in  this  rural  school.  Children  showed 
interest  to  learn.  There  was  a  certain  advan¬ 
tage  teaching  in  a  one-room  schoolhouse . n 


1st  row:  Martin  Cyr,  James  Cyr,  Delton  Vail¬ 
lancourt,  Geraldine  Ouellette,  Melvin  Ouell¬ 
ette.  2nd  row:  Sylvia  Cyr,  Marileen  Vaillan¬ 
court,  ?  ,  Della  Cyr,  Delbert  Cyr.  3rd  row: 
Irvin  Vaillancourt,  Robertine  Levesque,  Vynal 
Vaillancourt,  Donald  Cyr.  4th  row:  ?,  Doris 
Levesque,  Romeo  Levesque  Jr.,  ?  . 
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MISS  ISABEL  FOURNIER'S  DAILY  SCHEDULE  WHILE  TEACHING  IN  CYR  PLANTATION  SCHOOL'^ 

1943  —  1944 

SCHEDULE 

H  ** 


A.M. 


4  Thursday 
{ same  except) 


8*15 

to 

8*30 

(All) 

8*30 

to 

8*40 

- — -  Reading 

(let) 

8*40 

to 

8*50 

(2nd) 

8*50 

to 

9*05 

(4th 

Language 

9  *05 

to 

9*20 

..........  Reading 

(5th) 

Language 

9*20 

to 

9*35 

(7th) 

Language 

9*35 

to 

9*40 

- -  (Giro  work) 

9*40 

to 

9*55 

..........  frenoh 

(4th)  (6th) 

Language  (6th) 

RoC*M  (15  ®in.) 

10*15 

to 

10*25 

(2nd)  (1st) 

Spelling  10*15  to  10*40 

10*25 

to 

10*40 

(5th)  (7th) 

(2nd  *th  5th  7th) 

10*40 

to 

10*50 

(let) 

10*50 

to 

11*05 

(5th) 

lot*  A  2nd. 

grades  dismissed 

11*10 

to 

11*25 

(6th) 

Lunrh  Hour  P.M. 

12*30 

to 

12*35 

12*35 

to 

12*50 

(7th) 

12*50 

to 

1*00 

(2nd) 

1*00 

to 

1*15 

(4th) 

1*15 

to 

1*25 

(let) 

1*25 

to 

1*35 

(2nd) 

1*35 

to 

1*40 

(All) 

1*40 

to 

1*55 

(4th) 

History 

1*55 

to 

2*10 

(5th) 

History 

2*10 

to 

2*25 

(6th) 

History 

lot.  A 

2nd. 

grades  dismissed 

2*30 

to 

2*45 

(7th) 

History 

A.M. 


Friday 


P.U. 


8 1 15  to  8*30  - - Religion  (All) 

8*30  to  6 1 40  - Reading  (lot) 

8 1 40  to  8i50  - —  Reading  (2nd) 

0i5O  to  9 1 10  - Health  (4th) 

9 1 10  to  9 1 30  - Health  (5th) 

9 1 30  to  9*50 - - —  Health  (6th) 

9a 80  to  10 1 10  — — — - -  Health  (7th) 

Receoo  (15  min. ) 


10»10  to  lOi 35  -  (Give  work) (lot) 

10*35  to  10*40  -  (Giro  work) (2nd)  -  66  - 

10*40  to  11*25  -  Composition 

(4th  5th  6th  7th) 


Oral  Storieo 
Poemo 
Singing 
Drawing 


FORMER  SCHOOLHOUSE  *2 
NOW  HERMAN  LAJOIE'S  HOME 


SCHOOLHOUSE  U2 


SCHOOL  #2,  1929-1930. 

(1st  row)  Germain  Deveau,  Lilly  Cormier, 
Jeanne  Deveau,  Claire  Deveau,  Margaret 
Lajoie,  Percy  Cormier,  Loretta  Cormier, 
Agathe  Cormier,  Louis  Deveau,  Gerard  Lajoie 
(2nd  row)  Rita  Cormier,  Arthline  Ouellette, 
Ulric  Lapierre,  Fidele  Cormier,  Robert 
Ouellette,  Aristide  Lapierre,  Yvonne 
Ouellette,  Martin  Ouellette. 

Teacher,  Leda  Pelletier. 


PUPILS  AT  WORK 
Inside  Schoolhouse  ^2 


The  only  8th  grade  graduation  held  at  CyrPlan- 
tation,  1931.  The  graduates  are  Lilly  Cormier 
Ruby  Cormier,  Yvonne  Ouellette,  and  Angelina 
Page. 
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(DEVEAU'S,  OUELLETTE'S,  MADORE’S,  DESJARDIN'S,  CORMIER'S) 

Bottom  row,  continuing  left  to  right:  Aurel  D.,  Rodney  M.,  Russel  O.,  Jason  M., 
Jacqueline  and  Joan  O.,  Ernie  C.,  Conde  D.,  Albert  D.,  Victor  C.,  Arlene  and  Ra¬ 
chel  O.,  Lorraine  and  Christine  O.,  Gerald  O.,  Raymond  and  Harold  O.,  Donald  D., 
Violet  and  Velma  M.,  Norman  P.  O.,  Beatrice  and  Muriel  D. 


(CORMIER'S,  OUELLETTE'S,  DESJARDIN'S,  LAJOIE'S,  MADORE'S,  DEVEAU'S) 
Bottom  row,  continuing  left  to  right:  Florence  Fongemie,  teacher;  Victor  C.,  Russel 
O.,  Jason  M.,  Jacqueline  O.,  Rachel  O.,  Albert  D.,  Conrad  L.,  Bernard  L.,  Don¬ 
ald  D.,  Lorraine  and  Harold  O.,  Joan  O.,  ?  ,  Gerald  O.,  Carline  L.,  Gloria  L., 
Gemer  L.,  Dick  C.,  Christine  O.,  Lena  C.,  Velma  M.,  Norman  O.,  Edgar  O.,  Rene 
L.,  Rudy  C.,  Lorn  D.,  Beatrice  and  Muriel  D. 
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MISS  GERTRUDE  THIBODEAU,  TEACHER 


SCHOOL  n 3  -  1930 

Front  row,  Reno  Roy,  Donald  Lapierre,  Aurel  Laplante, 
Marius  Laplante,  Addis  Levesque,  Joseph  Levesque, 
Agathe  Ouellette,  teacher  Gertrude  Thibodeau  Cyr, 
Ludwina  Deveau,  Leo  Morin,  Leo  Morin, 

Geraldine  Lapierre. 


1930 

Aurel  Laplante,  Leo  Morin,  Adehmar 
Deveau,  Abel  Morin,  Donald  Lapierre 
Marius  Laplante,  Addis  Levesque,  Reno 
Roy,  Joseph  Levesque,  Albeo  Deveau 


1930 

Anne  Marie  Laplante,  Agathe  Ouellette, 
Leopolding  Lapierre,  Geraldine  Lapierre, 
Adrienne  Deveau,  Yvonne  Levesque, 
Estelle  Deveau,  Ludwina  Deveau 


Emile  Ouellette,  Martin  O.,  Ulric  L. 
Aristide  L.,  Roger  Lapierre,  Germaine 
Deveau,  Adrienne  Deveau. 


.  .  .  and  then  .  .  .  came  PLUMBING 


Roger  L.,  Leo  O.,  Lionel  Cormier, 
Yvonne  O.,  Ruby  Cormier,  Anne  D., 
Percy  Cormier.  (Partly  identified) 
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Lionel  Cormier,  Leop'oldine  L.,  Agathe 
Cormier,  Lily  and  RubyC.,  Jeanne  D., 
Artheline  O.,  ?  Deveau. 


Leonard  O.,  Martin  O.,  Louis  Levasseur, 
?  Vaillancourt,  Conrad  Soucy,  Emile 
Ouel  lette . 


TEACHER:  Miss  Aurore  Lapierre  (Now  Mrs.  Jos  R.  Lapointe),  Ivan  Laplante,  Marque- 
rite  Laplante,  Armance  Ouellette,  Rena  Ouellette,  Elio  Ouellette,  Carmella  Lapierre, 
Leopoldine  Lapierre,  Corinne  Lapointe,  Euclide  Lapierre,  Donald  Lapierre,  Sylvio  La¬ 
pierre,  Aurel  Laplante,  Gerald  Ouellette,  Noel  Laplante,  Henry  Ouellette. 


ON  A  PICNIC:  (starting  with  1st  row),  Euclide  Lapierre, 
Gerald  Ouellette,  Noel  Laplante,  Marguerite  Laplante, 
Corinne  Lapointe,  Carmen  Lapierre,  Carmella  Lapierre, 
Sylvio  Lapierre,  TCena  Ouellette,  Agathe  Ouellette, 
Leopoldine  Lapierre,  Rene  Lajoie,  Velma  Madore  (James 
Madore's  daughter) 
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SCHOOL  U4 

(Now  being  used  as  a  rent  for 
hired  help  of  Don  Lapierre) 


Former  school  da/s  depicted  by  early  photo 
There  was  no  identification  with  above  photo 

MRS.  GRACE  LAPOINTE 
SCHOOL  TEACHER 


(1st  row)  Roger  Gagnon,  Leo  James  Soucy, 
Ann  Ouellette,  Cleo  Lapointe,  Gerard 
Dumont,  ?Martin.  (2nd  row)  Henry  'Pete' 
Dumont,  Armand  Dumont,  Angelo  Duplessi, 

?  Martin,  Cesaire  Duplessi,  ?  Martin, 
Adrienne  Gagnon,  Albert  Gagnon.  (3rd  row) 
Pauline  Dumont,  Conrad  Ouellette,  Claude 
Dumont,  Richard  Duplessi,  Claire  Gagnon, 
Percy  Ouellette.  (4th  row)  Aurore  Gagnon, 
Gerry  Dumont,  Annette  Ouellette,  Anita 
Duplessi,  Agathe  Gagnon,  Hedwidge 
Gagnon . 
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SCHOOL  #5  -  LAVOIE  ROAD 
ANITA  ROSSIGNOL, 

SCHOOL  TEACHER  AT  SCHOOL  #5  (in  background) 


SCHOOL  * 5 
Getting  ready 

to  go  on  a 
picnic ! 


SCHOOL  # 6  -  ST.  MARYS  ROAD 

(FONGEMIE'S,  LEBEL'S,  CYR'S,  GAGNON'S) 

(1st  row)  ?  Cyr,  ?  ,  Roger  G.,  Priscille  F. 

(2nd  row)  Jules  J.,  Gladys  C.,  Valier  Cyr,  Cecile  C. 
Jeannette  L.  (3rd  row)  ?  ,  Doris  F.,  Simone  L.,  ? 
(4th  row)  Gilbert  G.,  Constance  F.,  Aurel  G., 
Florence  F.,  Claude  F.  ,  and  teacher,  Florence 
Pelletier  Fongemie 
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Seated,  Mr.  Louis  Sirois,  a  former  teacher  at  Cyr  Planta¬ 
tion  in  1915.  Standing  at  left,  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs. 
Catherine  Cormier  Sirois,  a  brother,  Arthur,  and  Mrs.  Lou¬ 
is  Sirois,  his  wife. 


Modeste  Sirois, 
our  first  teacher 
in  School  ^5. 


Lynn  V.,  Sarah  L.,  Linda  M.,  Sandra  .G.,  Theresa  G.,  Rodney  M.  Kevin 
O.,  Wayne  L.,  John  D.,  Ralph  G.,  Patrict  L.,  Roland  O.,  Gilbert  L., 
Clement  D.,  Denise  L.,  Patty  Mullens,  Michelle  L.,  Sandra  O.,  Rachel 
G.  Ida  O.,  Shirley  O.,  Carla  W.,  Nora  D.,  Myra  O.,  Sandra  O., 

Rhonda  O.,  Debra  D.,  Philip  L.,  Pamela  Whitmore,  Steven  M.,  Patrick  V. 
Gene  O.,  Danny  D.,  Susan  V.,  Monica  L.,  Brenda  D.,  Linda  O.,  Nadene 
O.,  Jennie  L.,  Janet  O.,  Babe  O.,  Paul  L.,  Glenn  L.,  May  Rita  L., 

BUS  DRIVER:  Mr.  Alphy  Levasseur.  (  Missing  from  picture:  Mike  L.,  Gary, 
Reed  O.,  Gilles  G.,  Andy  and  Randy  L.,  David  L.,  Calvin  W.,  Wayne  O., 
Glenn  V.) 


Above:  Cyr  Planta¬ 
tion's  first  motor 
school  bus,  and  the 
driver,  Mr.  Claude 
Dumont. 
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PICTURES  BRING  BACK  MEMORIES  OF  OTHER  DAYS 


Means  of  transporting  children  to  the  Van  Buren  schools  in  the  1930's.  In  picture  is  the 
Deveau  family,  Albeo,  Della,  Ademar,  Therese,  Deloresse,  Ludwina,  Hermine,  Anne. 


TRANSPORTATION  IN  THE  WINTER  MONTHS. 
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NOW  CONVEYED  TO  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  #24,  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 


INTERIOR  OF  OUR  PRESENT-DAY 
SCHOOL  BUSES 
MR.  ALPHY  LEVASSEUR 
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CHAMPLAIN  SCHOOL 


At  left,  Jennie  Levasseur,  Majorette  Leader  in  Blue  Bells 
Below,  Jennie  Levasseur,  practicing  for  school  band. 


1969  MEMORIAL  DAY  PARADE 


At  right: 

THE  BLUE  BELLS.  Michelle  Dumont,  Lisa 
Ouellette,  Jennie  Levasseur,  Susan  Tardif. 
(Cyr  Plantation  descendants) 


At  left: 

Earns  trophies  and  medals.  Donna  Laplante, 
(solo);  Michelle  Dumont  (Miss  Maine  Pee  Wee 
champion!,  Jennie  Levasseur  (Miss  Maine 
Fancy  Strutting  champion). 
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FIND  THE  WITCH  AT  RIGHT  —  It  is  Marjie  Levasseur  from  Cyr  Plantation.  THE  CAT,  Carlene  Boutot,  was  also  born  in  Cyr 
Plantation.  The  first  FOUR  BEATNIKS  at  left  were  also  from  Cyr  Plantation:  Melvin  Levesque  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Lajoie 
of  today),  and  Mike  Lajoie. 


1870  COMMITMENT^  1970 

1870  1880  1890  1900  19)0  1920  1930  1940  1950  1960  1970 

Pit.  Clerk  6.00  6.00  6.00  6.00  6.00  15.00  15.00  10.00  25.00  25.00  50.00 

Assessors'  Fee  55.00  62.00  66.00  88.00  150.00  280.00  330.00  600.00  600.00  650.00  1,150.00 

Treasurer  3.00  4.00  6.00  8.00  10.00  60.00  40.00  75.00  75.00  75.00  125.00 
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Mr.  &  Mrs.  Santa  Claus  in  Cyr  Plantation  Hall  at  June  1970  -  Ballot  Clerks. Come  Lajoie,  Frances 
Christmas  party  for  the  children  in  1967.  Levasseur,  Simone  Vail lancourt,  Albeo  Deveau, 

Roger  LaPierre  (Pit.  Clerk  &  Registrar  of  Voters) 


Cyr  Plantation  Stew  after  election  at  night 


Cyr  Plantation  Hall 
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Alphy  Levasseur,  Chairman 
off  to  assessment  day 


Tax  collector  &  treasurer,  Aristide 
LaPierre,  3rd  descendant  of  Joseph  L. 


3rd  Assessor,  Norman  Ouellette,  4th  gen¬ 
eration  of  Aimable  Ouellette;  1st  Assessor, 
Chairman  Alphy  Levasseur;  2nd  Assessor, 
Normand  Lajoie,  3rd  generation  of  William. 


Cyr  Plantation  School  Board  Directors, 
Mrs.  Frances  Levasseur,  Maxine  Lajoie 


Cyr  Plantation  Clerk 
Roger  LaPierre 


Mrs.  Abel  Cyr 
looking  at  a 
1910  calendar 
&  observing  the 
year  &  date  she 
was  born .  The 
calendar  was 
given  to  her 
many  years 
ago. .  .from 
a  friend. 
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CYR  PLANTATION  TWINS 

We  also  had  triplets  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Gagnon.  They  lived  about  one  month. 


GAGNON  TWINS 
Albert  and  Albertine 
Parents:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bruno  Gagnon 


TWINS:  Patricia  &  Patrick  Dumont,  Robert  & 
Robertine  LaPlante,  Theresa  &  Sandra  Gagnon 


OUR  BEAUTICIANS 


Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Lydia  (LaPierre)  Ouellette, 
Mrs.  Raymonde  (Lajoie)  LaPlante,  Misses 
Dftlcia  and  Rose  Marie  LaPlante. 
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LAPIERRE  TWINS 
Leopoldine  &  Leopold 
Parents:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Neil  LaPierre 


FONGEMIE  TWINS 
Constance  &  Florence 
Parents:  Mr  &  Mrs  Xavier  Fongemie 


Van  Buren  in  pictures 


IN  MEDICAL  FIELDS 


Marjorie  Levasseur 
Lab.  Technician 


************ 


I 


1. 


OUR  OLDEST  LIVING  CITIZENS 


3.  Mr.  Onezime  M.  Ouellette 
lives  in  his  own  home. 

4.  Mrs.  Laura  (LaPierre)  Jacques 
resides  at  St.  Leonard's 
Nursing  Home. 


I 


1 .  OUR  YOUNGEST  RESIDENT 
Gisel  le  Rachel  Lajoie, 

1  month  old. 

2.  OUR  OLDEST  RESIDENT 
Mr.  Bruno  Gagnon 

still  plants  his  own 
garden  at  the  age  of  79. 
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50th  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  OF  MR.  &  MRS.  OMER  DUMOND  -  JAN.  27,  1970 


Joseph,  Mattie,  Demerise,  Omer,  Marguerite,  Lorn,  Leola 


MR.  &  MRS.  OMER  (Marguerite  King)  DUMOND 

celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniversary 

January  27,  1970,  with  52  members  of 

the  immediate  family  attending, 

plus  brothers,  sisters,  friends, 

and  relatives. 


52  CHILDREN  AND  GRANDCHILDREN  WERE  PRESENT  AT  THE  50TH  ANNIVERSARY 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  (Raymonde  Lajoie)  La- 
Plante,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Lajoie,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chanel  LaPlante.  Jan.  1970 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  (Marilyn  Madore)  La¬ 
joie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jos  Madore,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raymond  Lajoie.  April  1970 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  (Rebecca  LaPierre) 
St.  Pierre,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aristide  LaPierre, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  St.  Pierre.  Apr.  1970 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  (Rolande  LaPierre) 
Howard,  Jr.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Howard, 
Sr.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  LaPierre. 
August  1970 


CENTENNIAL  BRIDE  &  GROOM, 

MR.  &  MRS.  ONIEL  LECLAIR . 

Oniel  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levite  Leclair, 

St.  Quentin,  N.B.  Jacqueline  Laplante  (the  bride), 
is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante  and  the  late 
Alphonse  Laplante.  They  were  married  Saturday, 
August  15,  1970,  at  3:00  p.m.,  and  attended 
the  Centennial  Barn  Dance.  Standing  at  left  is 
Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante,  and  at  right  is  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Levite  Leclair  and  Andree  Leclair. 

The  horse  and  buggy  is  owned  by  the 
bride's  uncle,  Jean  Laplante. 
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MR.  &  MRS.  RAYMOND  LAJOIE  ALSO  CELEBRATED  THEIR  25th  ANNIVERSARY  JUNE  1970 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO: 


Cyr  Plantation,  Maine 
Centennial  Celebration  —  1870-1970 


KIRK’S 

BLUE  SHUTTER  MOTEL 


NO  TOURISTS  PLEASE! 

JUST  PERMANENT  OCCUPANTS . SINCE  1964 

U.S.  #22 

WHITEHOUSE,  NEW  JERSEY  08888 
OWNER  AND  OPERATOR . MRS.  CECILE  KIRK 


Telephone . 201-534-9938 

201-534-2259 

201-543-2802 
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THE  CYR  STORY 


We  have  found  in  the  Acadian  history  that  the  Cyrs  from  Cyr  Plantation  originated  in  the 
third  generation  of  PIERRE  CYR  "SIRE",  born  in  1644  in  Beaubasin,  France.  Pierre  arrived  at  Port 
Royal  around  the  year  1668.  He  married  Marie  Bourgoise  in  1670,  the  daughter  of  Jacques 
(Jacob)  and  Jeanne  Travan.  They  had  three  sons: 

Jean2  1671,  Pierre2  1677,  Guillaume2  1679. 

Members  of  PIERRE'S  generation  settled  in  the  region  of  Memramcook  in  1755.  Some  went 
to  St.  Servan  of  St.  Malo,  France  in  1764.  Others  to  Contrecoeur,  St.  Ours  and  St.  Phillippe 
de  la  Prairie  from  1764  -  1774. 

GUILLAUME'S2  generation  was  scattered  around  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1755,  in  Halifax  in 
1763,  in  Miquelon  in  1774,  and  in  St.  Gregoire  de  Nicolet  1778. 

The  family  of  JEAN  CYR2  established  in  Kamouraska  and  St.  Basile  du  Madawaska,  1761. 

JEAN.. (A  PIERRE2)  M.  Francoise  Melanson  1692,  children:  Pierre  1694,  Marie  1698,  Margue¬ 
rite  1700,  Michel  1701,  Paul  1702,  Anne  1706,  Francoise  1710. 

PIERRE? j(A  PIERRE2)  M.  Claire  Cormier  1698,  C.  Anne  1700,  Marguerite  1702,  Marie  1704, 

Pierre  1708,  Jean-Jacques  1711,  Joseph  1718,  Honore  1720,  Agnes  1723. 

GUILLAUME2 ..  .(A  PIERRE2)  M.  Marguerite  Bourg.  C.  Michel  1707,  Jean  1709,  Pierre  1711, 

Marie  1717,  Paul  1719,  Marguerite  1722. 

JEAN-JACQUES2. .  .(A  PIERRE2)  M.  Marie  Joseph  Hebert  in  1736,  C.  Marie-Joseph  1742, 

Pierre  1743,  Theotiste  1745,  Modeste  1749,  Felicite  1754.  This  family  was  in  the  region 
of  Memramcook  in  1755,  and  St.  Servan  de  Saint-Malo,  France  in  1764. 

JOSEPH2... (A  PIERRE2)  M.  Marie  Joseph  Cormier  1739,  C.  Joseph  1740,  Jean-Baptiste  1741, 
Marie-Rose  1742,  Marguerite  1743,  Pierre  1753. 

Joseph  Cyr  died  and  his  widow  married  Honore  Landry.  This  family  was  in  New  Brunswick 
in  1756.  They  established  in  Contrecoeur,  St.  Ours  and  St.  Phillippe  de  la  Prairie 
1764  -  1774. 

MICHEL2... (A  GUILLAUME2)  M.  Madeleine  Bourgoin  Marie  1730,  Pierre-Paul  1733,  Gene¬ 
vieve  1739,  Marguerite  1741,  Jean-Christophe  1744,  Vincent  1747.  This  family  settled 
in  Halifax  1763,  in  Miquelon  1774,  in  St.  George  of  Dicolet  1778.  Michel  Cyr  died  in 
St.  Pierre  of  Miquelon  1767. 

JEAN2... (A  GUILLAUME2)  M.  Anne  Bourgoise  at  Beaubasin,  Anne  1735,  Joseph  1738,  Jean 
1740,  Amand  1744,  Hosene  1746,  Marie  1750,  Francois  1753,  Family  in  Miquelon  1767, 
died  1776. 

PIERRE2 ..  .(A  GUILLAUME2)  M.  Madeleine  1739,  M.  Marie-Joseph  1740,  Jacques  1742,  Charlt 
1744,  Anastasie  1748,  Rosalie  1750,  Laurent  1752,  Victoire  1753,  Pierre  1761.  This  fa¬ 
mily  deported  to  Boston  in  1755  and  was  in  Miquelon  in  1763  and  1772. 

PAUL2. .  .(A  GUILLAUME2)  M.  Marie  Joseph  Richard  1743,  Marie-Madeleine  1744,  Marguerite 
and  Marie  Modeste  1746,  Marie  1749,  Jean  1752,  Louise  1754,  Paul  1760,  Rosalie  1764, 
Joseph  1767,  was  deported  to  Boston  1755;  was  in  Miquelon  in  1763  and  1774.  Paul  died 
in  Miquelon  in  1772. 
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It  is  our  understanding  that  the  Cyrs  of  our  Plantation,  of  the  Valley,  and  the 
surrounding  towns,  are  descendants  of  the  "JEAN  CYR"  family  of  St.  Basile 
du  Madawaska .  Here  is  a  resume  of  Cyr  ancestors . See  who's  who! 

JEAN  CYR  2 ...  .Married  Franco  ise  Melanson  in  Beaubasin  in  1692.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  sons  and  four  daughters: 

Pierre3,  MicheP,  Paul3,  Jean3,  Julien^,  Marie,  Marguerite, 

Anne  and  Francoise. 

MICHEL^... (A  JEAN2)  Married  Marguerite  Bourg.  1718,  a  son,  Paul. 

PAUL^...(A  JEAN^)  M.  Agnes  Cormier  in  1724,  Da.  Alexis  and  Marie  LeBlanc,  Marie 

1724,  Jean  1725,  Marguerite  1727,  Francoise  1734,  Marie  Joseph  1741,  Francoise- 
Marie  1742,  Agnes  1745. 

JEAN^...(A  JEAN^)  Married  to  Marguerite  Cormier  in  Beaubasin,  Jan.  26,  1734.  They 
had  nine  sons  and  no  daughters.  Joseph4  1735,  Jean-Baptiste4  1737,  Paul4  1741, 
Jacques4  1743,  Pierre4  1744,  Francois4  1747,  Firming .  .Vers  1750,  Oliver4. .  .Vers 
1755,  Antoine*  1758. 

This  family  was  in  Kamouraska  in  1761  and  at  St.  Basile  du  Madawaska,  N.B.,*in 
1769. 

JOSEPH4... (AJEAN3)  born  in  1735,  married  to  Marguerite  "Blanche"  Thibodeau  in  1758  at 
Beausejour.  Tante  Blanche  was  the  beloved  of  the  poor  and  sick  and  the  angel  of 
Madawaska,  according  to  the  Histoire  du  Madawaska.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
sons  and  6  daughters. 

Joseph^  1764,  Firming  1766,  Jean-Baptiste^  1767,  Pierre-Hilarion^  1772,  Joseph- 
David^  1776.  The  daughters:  Jean-Marie  1780,  Marguerite  1761,  Marie-Jo- 
seph  1762,  Marie-Genevieve  1773,  Marie-Anne  1781,  Marie-Joseph  1782. 

This  family  lived  along  the  St.  John  River  in  N.B.,  1785. 

JEAN-BAPTISTE4....(A  JEAN3)  Born  1737,  married  in  Kamouraska  on  Jan.  12,  1767,  to 

Judith  Guerette  (dit  Beaumont).  They  had  seven  sons,  Jean-Baptiste^  1767,  Michel^ 
1769,  Marguerite  1771,  Euphrosine  1773,  Marie-Rose  1775,  David^  1778,  An- 
toine^  1780,  Bonaventure^  1781,  Germain^  1790,  Eloi^  1794.  This  family  was 
in  Kamouraska  in  1767  and  in  Ekoupag,  N.B.  in  1769. 

FRANCOIS4. .  .(A  JEAN3)  Married  in  Ekoupag  to  Marie  Anne  Guilbaut,  Feb.  19,  1770. 

They  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Marie-Euphrosine  1770,  Marie-Madeleine 
1772,  Marie  Rose  1773,  Marie  Anne  1775,  Chrysostome  1777,  Alexis  1777,  Joseph 
Edward  1780,  Louis  1785.  This  family  was  established  in  St.  Basile  du  Madawaska 
in  1772. 

PIERRE-HILARION^1. .  .(A  JOSEPH^)  Was  married  to  Charlotte  Tardif  of  St.  Leonard  N.B. 

They  had  five  sons  and  nine  daughters:  Christophe-Adrian,  Francois  Cyprien,  Pascal, 
Pierre  Hilarion,  Francois,  Marie-Rose,  Marie-Marguerite,  Flavie,  Marie-Madelein, 
Thecla,  Modeste,  Angele,  Julianne,  Louise.  They  settled  in  Van  Buren  on  an  island 
in  the  St.  John  River. 

CHRISTOPHE'7 . .  .(A  PIERRE  HILARION^)  Was  married  to  Euphrosine  Levasseur.  They  had  sev¬ 
en  sons  and  three  daughters:  Andre,  Francis,  (Croc.)  Baptiste,  Benjamin,  Frederick, 
Denis,  Theophile,  Leonore. 
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FREDERICK8... (A  CHRISTOPHE7)  Married  to  Flavie  Cyr 

BAPTISTE. .  ..Married  Celine  Cyr.  We  found  one  son,  Elzear  married  to  Marie  Ruest. 
BENJAMIN. ..  .Married  Angele  Cyr,  in  Parent,  N.B. 

DENIS . Married  Leonore  Violette  in  Van  Buren,  Me.  in  July  1858. 

FRANCIS. ..  .Married  Marguerite  Cyr 
THEOPHILE ...  .Married  a  Miss  Violette 
LEONORE ...  .Married  Vital  Thibodeau 

FREDERICK’S8  CHILDREN: 

Helen,  married  Pierre  Morreau;  Laura,  married  Willie  Lynch;  Jane,  married  Maxime 
Morreau;  Marie,  married  Cleophas  Fournier;  Leonie,  married  (Sonny)  Fournier;  Fred, 
married  Mamie  Lynch;  Paul,  married  Claudia  Masse;  Rene,  married  Elizabeth  Cyr 


CYRS 


Hilarion  Cyr,  son  of  Joseph  Cyr  and 
Blanche  Thibodeau,  the  beloved  Angel  of  the 
poor,  the  sick  and  the  Angel  of  Madawaska 
County,  according  to  the  history  of  Madawas¬ 
ka,  the  St.  John  Valley. 

According  to  the  Register  of  Deeds  Docu¬ 
ments  in  Fort  Kent,  Hilarion  bought  a  lot  on 
an  island,  which  is  supposed  to  be  on  the  U.S. 
side  in  the  St.  John  River,  between  the  lines 
of  Van  Buren  and  Hamlin.  The  lot  was  No. 4 
and  the  Island  was  listed  as  Lot  No.  8.  This 
belonged  to  a  Tardif.  Hilarion  married  Tardif's 
daughter  Charlotte.  There  are  differences  in 
some  of  the  histories,  but  the  Fort  Kent  Regis¬ 
try  of  Deeds  lists  this  Island  as  being  in  Maine. 
It  was  sold  to  Christophe,  one  of  his  sons  and 
then  transferred  to  Benjamin  Cyr. 

Christophe  Cyr  married  Euphrosine  Levas- 
seur  and  the  sons  we  know  were  Andre  (1840), 
Frederick,  Benjamin,  and  Francis. 

Francis  married  Marguerite  Cyr.  They  had 
four  sons,  Theophile,  Onezime,  Joseph  and 
Simeon;  three  daughters,  Celanie,  Marguerite 
and  Genevieve.  Marguerite  is  91  and  now 
lives  at  the  St.  Basile  Home  for  the  Aged. 

Theophile  married  Alice  Catherine  Mi¬ 
chaud,  who  was  born  in  Cyr  Plantation  near  le 


Ruisseau  des  Ecurieux.  They  had  seven  daugh¬ 
ters: 

Marie,  who  was  married  to  Peter  Powers, 
a  relative  of  the  family  who  lived  in  Cyr  Plan¬ 
tation.  Peter  died  a  few  years  ago.  Marie  is 
still  living;  her  children  are:  Paul,  who  died 
of  injuries  he  received  during  WW  II;  four 
daughters,  Cecile,  who  married  Paul  E.  Mi¬ 
chaud  of  Fort  Kent.  They  have  one  daughter 
married.  Helen,  married  to  John  Violette  of 
Van  Buren;  they  have  a  son  and  a  daughter  who 
are  married.  Anne  Marie,  married  to  Edward 
Schoomacker;  they  have  a  son  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  who  live  in  New  York.  Rita,  married  to 
Louis  Parent;  they  have  a  daughter  and  two 
sons,  and  live  in  Van  Buren,  on  land  that  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Cyrs  years  ago  below  the  Cyr 
Hill,  made  famous  by  the  lovely  skiing  place 
it  was  in  winter. 

Cecile,  who  is  a  Marist  Nun  in  Tonga. 

Martha,  married  to  the  late  Louis  A.  Ge- 
nest,  has  two  daughters,  both  married.  Martha 
still  lives  in  Van  Buren. 

The  late  Olympe,  was  married  to  Thomas 
Carrier,  they  are  both  deceased;  have  two 
daughters  who  live  in  southern  states. 

Anne,  married  to  the  late  Joseph  Belzile, 
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has  a  daughter  Sister  Carmel  la  who  teaches 
here  in  town  and  a  son  Lt.Col.  J.  Daniel  Bel- 
zile  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  They  have  two  sons. 
His  wife  is  Beverly  Bernier  of  Washington. 

Bernadette, a  missionary  in  the  Fiji  Islands. 

Marguerite,  a  Professor  in  Hull,  and  is  a 
Marist  Sister. 

Martin,  a  son,  is  married  to  Anita  Gira- 
din;  they  have  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
He  and  his  wife  live  in  Connecticut. 

George,  married  to  Blanche  Thibodeau; 
they  have  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  and 
his  wife  live  in  Van  Buren . 

Onezime  Cyr  never  married.  As  far  as  we 
know  he  lived  in  the  south  and  never  wrote 
home  much  until  he  came  to  Montreal  and  died 
some  years  later. 

Joseph  Cyr,  also  Registrar  to  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  in  St.  David  and  later  in  Fort  Kent; 
was  a  school  superintendent  for  many  years,  and 
to  this  date,  many  former  school  teachers  say: 
If  Mr.  Cyr  was  here  he  would  know  all  about 
these  dates,  etc.  Joseph  was  married  to  Elise 
Morin  and  they  had  one  daughter,  Ann  Marie, 
who  also  followed  in  her  dad's  footsteps  and  be¬ 
came  a  teacher.  She  is  an  alumni  of  Fort  Kent 
Normal  School;  is  married  to  George  Atwell. 


They  are  now  retired  and  travel,  especially  in 
their  native  Maine.  They  live  in  Rye,  N.Y. 
part  of  the  year  and  also  in  Florida. 

Simeon  was  married  to  Mamie  Watson. 
They  are  both  deceased.  They  had  two  sons, 
Philip  and  Henry.  Philip  lives  in  New  Jersey 
and  is  married  with  a  family.  Henry,  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  Army  but  now  deceased,  leaves  a 
wife  and  family  in  California.  Lai  lie  married 
a  Mr.  Schultz,  who  died  recently.  She  also 
has  a  family  and  lives  in  N.Y.  Rita  is  also 
married  and  lives  in  Tacoma,  Washington  w  ith 
her  family. 

Celanie,  one  of  the  daughters,  never  mar¬ 
ried  and  died  after  surgery  and  is  buried  in  Van 
Buren . 

Marguerite,  91,  lives  at  St.  Basile^Home. 

Genevieve,  married  Horace  Cyr;  had  three 
sons.  Joseph  has  a  daughter  living  in  Califor¬ 
nia;  he  is  deceased.  Jean,  married  to  a  Mar¬ 
tin  from  St.  Leonard,  had  three  daughters;  one 
is  deceased,  the  other  two  in  southern  states. 
A  son  Wilfred  lives  in  Keegan,  Maine  and  is 
married  and  has  a  daughter  and  two  sons.  Leon 
died  after  being  in  the  Canadian  Army  for  many 
years.  He  was  not  married. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDRE  CYR,  THE  FORMER  MO- 
DESTE  VIOLETTE,  1860.  (FIRST  CYRS) 


ANDRE  CYR  HOMESTEAD  AS  IT  IS  TODAY 

MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDRE  CYR,  1910 
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fftinw  all  ^|}ni  lip  i\mt  ffwseais, 

cJ&i-Ast-  cf/*c  Sy  //- 


•Agent  to  superintend  and  manage 


the  sale  and  scttloinont  of  the  I’uhlie  [.amis'  of  the  STATK  OF  MAIN  K.  in  virtue  of  the  authority  hv  law 

Ji  Agent  vested,  in  eonsideration  of  .<>  c  /?  cf  ttr  cf  f  ff.f'jct  sf<  f'e. 


in  sudi  Agent  vested,  in  eonsideration  of  ,  j  ^  ^  f £  c  r  /t  tfc.cS  <zn  r-t 

Jtsis/c.l  f/c  (f^frf  Jys< fre  fsy  yf<  f  j/j  f a  » 

•*-»  o»f  f  f //  — r  «n  f y r  ■  ^f.fr.< n  effsy  "  / &  f *  *  «» 

f^'Ornf.  */  yfrfzc  r  J  f  rf'  Ss  ^  */  yf  sf  f /  s/./s'es*  S' 


f'rt4*tfy,  ttf  r.J  Sr  Ss-><-  y  yf 

/Y/<  s*  t  if  ^‘/y,  A  *Jt  £.  -2  £ .  /ff/,  */rf*  4  S*  C 

sf  fy^f  s'*. 


// 


do  hereby  in  behalf  of  said  State,  give,  grant, 
bargain,  sell  and  convey  to  said  ^ V  i  ,  ^ i> 

heirs  and  assigns  forever,  the 'following  described  land,  to  wit :  /  y,  /rjJt  t’s.nf 


'*  >'  <  ,  /✓/ 


✓  /✓  ff i  'Cfy  &  rr  >r  Jf 

.  4c. r  sf ,'^f/si  Sc  . 


^  <// r<.  1  ^  ftr/c^  "f^TX  *  *"  *'  "^  ^ 

fifes'  "y  '  «//*/<  //  v/^^1/  yf  c' 4  4c  fSfhV 


C-ciiifritiiiii^ 


<?/  •  V 

/  r*  t>  erry 


■'if  Jlasi  f/c</ 'ustcft* i  <7  fJ/yJ  ascsf  //io  crOn  sf  *> 
acres,  more  or  less  according  to  the  survey  and  |>lan  of  said  township  made  and  returned  to  the  Land  Office  in 

iHf"'  l-v  <L*SC,r  t^y/Zy^c  yf  , 


Surveyor,  reference  to  said  survey  being  had. 


TU  HAVR  AND  TO  1IOLI*  THK  S.VM.R,  with  all  the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereof,  to  the 
said  i  s  heirs  and  assigns,  to 

their  use  and  behoof,  forever. 


V" 


lx  tkstimoxv  wit kkkok.  f.  the  said  Agent  in  behalf  of  said  State,  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name 


and 


affixed  my  seal,  this  /.**. 


day  of 


of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-  4 


Signed,  scaled  and  delivered 
lo  presence  of 


y  ' 

' yy,,yy«y.j4 , 


in  the  year 


^  *3  s  1874^  Personally  ap]>eared 

/.fiyfyf  and  acknowledged  the  above  Instrument  by  him  sub¬ 
scribed.  to  be  his  act  and  deed  as  Agent  as  aforesaid,  made  in  behalf  of  said  State.  Before  me, 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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CHRISTOPHE  CYR  AND  SONS 


BENJAMIN  CYR  (A  CHRISTOPHE)  CHRISTOPHE  CYR  FREDERICK  CYR  (A  CHRISTOPHE) 


FRANCIS  "CROC" 
CYR  (A  CHRISTOPHE) 


(LAST  CYRS)  ABEL  CYR  AND  DEL  —  1940 


SOLOMON  CYR  (1st  row)  HENRY  MORIN,  LEVITE  SIROIS 

AND  ABEL  CYR.  (2nd  row)  COME  CORMIER 
AND  FRED  MORIN. 
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ANDRE  (BEE)  CYR,  ABEL  CYR,  ABEL  LAJOIE 


EDMOND  CYR  (A  BELONIE  CYR) 


SONS  OF  LEVITE  AND  SEVERINE  CYR.  Left  to  right,  Louis,  Solomon,  Onezime,  Patrick,  and 
Wi Ilia.  Daughters  were  Artheline,  Marie  and  Antoinette. 


CYR  BROTHERS  OF  CARIBOU,  MAINE.  Left  to  right,  Alban,  Noel,  Roland  and  Irvin  are  the  sons 
of  Fred  (A  Baptiste)  Cy r  and  Marie  Michaud  of  Fort  Kent.  Fred  Cyr  was  brought  up  in  St.  David, 
Maine.  They  made  their  home  in  Soldier  Pond  until  1939  when  he  moved  to  Caribou  with  his  family 
of  eight  boys  and  2  girls.  Cyr  Brothers  own  and  operate  the  Cyr  Bros.  Meat  Packing,  Inc.,  in  Car¬ 
ibou.  Maine 
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Mrs.  Gertrude  Thibodeau  Cyr 
Daughter  Mona  Jean  Cyr 
Abel  Cyr 


Connie,  Karen,  Wendy, 
Jeff,  and  Delbert  Cyr 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cyr 
(Jeanne  Ruest) 

Son,  Darrell  (last  Cyrs) 


MEMOIRS  OF  ALICE  MICHAUD  CYR 
WRITTEN  10  YEARS  AGO 
AT  THE  AGE  OF  91 


"Le  Jour  de  I1  AN 11  was  one  of  the  big  e- 
vents  of  the  year,  being  the  first  day  all  rela¬ 
tives  who  could  meet  at  the  "Old  Home".... 
some  came  in  sleighs,  some  on  snow  shoes,  a 
few  on  the  train,  but  the  GANG  was  there. 
There  was  always  gin  for  the  men  and  wine, 
sometimes  homemade,  for  the  others.  After 
Mass,  one  would  see  a  real  procession  stopping 
in  front  of  their  old  homes  and  the  "Robes  de 
Cariolle"  were  thrown  off  the  sleigh  and  men 
and  women  with  heavy  "Capot  de  Poil "  and 
heavy  home-spun  suits  jumped  off  the  sleigh . 
Men  at  the  time  wore  whiskers,  and  the  weath¬ 
er  being  very  cold,  some  had  icicles  on  the  end 
of  their  mustache.  The  gals  would  runaway 
from  those  cold  kisses.  It  was  really  the  BIG 
DAY,  as  everyone  from  cradle  to  100  plus, 
would  get  the  kiss  and  hug  and  the  ever  Chris¬ 
tian  wish  "Bonne  Heureuse  Annee",  et  le  Par¬ 
adis  a  la  fin  de  vos  jours ...  .What  a  wonderful 
way  to  start  the  YEAR  when  the  Father  would 
say,  "Now  children,  please  kneel  and  I  will 
give  the  Benediction . . .  .you  wil  I  be  happy  all 
year." 

Jars  of  donuts,  "Croquinoles"  which  were 
all  points  and  twists,  usually  spread  the  tables 
and  many  delicacies,  of  course  with  "des  cro¬ 
quettes  de  sucre  d'erable",  for  the  children . 
Usually  the  kissing  custom  started  at  the  church 
door,  in  case  some  would  miss  kissing  the  wo¬ 
men  . 

LES  ROIX: 

All  the  holiday  celebrations  lasted  until 
January  6,  "La  Fete  des  Roix",  which  ended 
the  vacation  for  schools  and  workers.  A  large 


cake  was  baked.  A  pea  and  a  bean  was  insert¬ 
ed  in  the  cake  dought  and  the  one  who  had  the 
pea  was  king  and  the  bean  was  for  a  queen.  A 
home-made  crown  for  each  was  placed  on  their 
head,  and  to  this  day,  this  feast  is  celebrated. 
Usually  the  queen  headed  all  the  parties  or 
club  meetings  of  this  special  group  for  the  en¬ 
tire  year  and  these  two  would  have  to  enter¬ 
tain  in  turn. 

The  second  big  event  before  Lent  was  "La 
Chandeleur",  a  Church  Feast,  on  the  second 
of  February.  This  was  usually  the  using  of  our 
last  pieces  of  good  maple  sugar . .  .egg  pancakes 
called  "Crepes"  covered  with  homemade  butter 
and  a  thick  layer  of  shaved  maple  sugar.  As  it 
got  harder,  people  made  maple  syrup  with  the 
pieces.  As  usual,  after  Christmas,  the  maple 
products  were  used  up.  All  these  meetings 
ended  in  a  dance.  Even  in  the  afternoon  peo- 


"Le  Ruisseau  des  Ecureuil" 
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SPONSORED  BY  CHARLES  E.  BICKNELL,  415  CONGRESS  ST.,  PORTLAND,  MAINE  04111 


pie  got  together.  One  would  play  the  fiddle, 
another  the  accordian,  some  of  us  kids  would 
play  the  mouthharp.  This  was  done  by  covering 
a  comb  with  tissue  paper  and  then  humming 
through  it.  Beware  of  the  tickling  of  your  lips 
. .  .this  was  a  rather  tickly  tune  !  I  1 

DANCES: 


The  first  of  the  evening  usually  was  a  gath¬ 
ering  together  and  the  best  dancers  would  or¬ 
ganize  a  grand  march.  Then  couples  would 
get  together  for  "Une  Dance  a  Quatres" .  Of 
course  the  evening  had  been  planned  ahead, 
and  the  "CALLEUX",  the  one  who  could  call 
a  Square  Dance  had  been  invited  ahead  so  he 
was  there,  chosing  his  favorite  dancers.  One 
"Joueur  de  Viol  Ion  "was  Paul  Vaillancourt  who 
was  called  "VIREZ  DE  BOUT",  upside  down. 
As  he  played  with  the  violin,  twisted  his  back, 
under  feet,  and  had  so  many  ways  of  changing 


ELIZABETH  ANN  FARRELL  MICHAUD,  wife  of 
Euzebe  Michaud,  parents  of  Alice  Michaud 
Cyr  who  was  bom  in  Cyr  Plantation  near  "Le 
Ruisseau  des  Ecureux  ...  which  is  Ecureuil" 
"Squirrel" . 


his  violin,  from  back  to  front,  that  he  was  a 
scream . 

SOIREES: 


Many  games  were  played,  "Les  Devin- 
ettes"  and  of  course  magic!  !  "de  la  magie"  by 

the  family  magician - one  that  brought  much 

fun  was  making  a  small  cake  on  the  stove  with 
a  mixture  of  flour  and  salt.  This  had  to  be 
eaten  upon  going  to  bed  and  walking  back¬ 
wards.  A  piece  of  this  was  to  be  put  under  the 
pillow,  and  the  boy  you  dreamed  about  was 
your  future  "cavalier".  Usually  one  person 
was  the  programmer.  She  or  he  would  lead  all 
these  games.  One  very  quiet  and  solemn  try 
was  taking  one  long  hair  which  was  passed  in  a 
wedding  or  engagement  BLEST  ring,  and  this 
ring  was  held  over  a  tall  glass  half-filled  with 
cold  water,  and  the  person  would  have  to  be 
careful  when  she  turned  the  hair  inside  the 
glass  three  turns  to  right  and  three  to  the  left; 
it  had  to  be  held  carefully  over  the  water  and 
then  the  ring  would,  by  itself,  skid  over  the 
water  and  hit  the  side  of  the  glass  a  few  times, 
and  the  one  holding  it  meant  the  number  of 
years  he  or  she  would  be  single.  Married  cou¬ 
ples  would  count  the  times  and  this  would  give 
the  number  of  children  they  would  have.  For 
some  the  ring  did  not  strike  the  side  at  all,  for 
others  it  would  ring  as  many  as  ten  times.  This 
hair  was  held  tight  so  that  the  manipulator  did 
not  move  his  hand,  and  to  many  this  really  was 
a  magic  trick!  There  were  other  fun  games, 
like  peeling  an  apple  and  being  careful  not  to 
break  the  peel,  keeping  it  in  one  piece,  then 
throwing  it  over  the  left  shoulder  letting  it  fall 
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Photo  was  taken  on  the  sidewalk  in  front 
of  the  Michaud  home  near  Church.  Left 
to  right:  small  boy  unknown;  Theophile 
Cyr,  Dennis  Farrell  brother  of  Elizabeth 
Ann  Farrell;  Edward  Michaud,  just  back 
from  gold  digging  in  the  Klondike;  Phirin 
Michaud,  brother,  and  his  wife  Flavis 
Levasseur,  and  daughter  Florine.  Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Farrell  Michaud,  mother  of 
all  the  Michauds  and  widow  of  Euzebe . 

The  young  girl  isOlympe  Cyr  Carrier,  de¬ 
ceased,  daughter  of  Theophile  and  Alice 
Cyr,  Alice  Michaud  Cyr  holding  George 
E.  Cyr,  husband  of  Blanche  Thibodeau  of 
Van  Buren,  Fred  Michaud  and  his  wife, 

Catherine  Desjardins,  and  a  friend  from 
Canada.  George  Michaud  from  Minnesota  holding  Martin  F.  Cyr  by  the 
hand,  son  of  Theophile.  Last  on  picture  is  not  identified.  He  was  just 
going  by  and  stopped  in  time  for  the  snapshot. 


65  YEARS  AGO 


************ 


on  the  floor  in  the  shape  of  any  letter  it  would 
take. .  .this  was  the  first  letter  of  your  "Cava¬ 
lier's"  family  name. 

FROLICS: 

Frolics,  called  "Corves"  would  be  a  gath¬ 
ering  of  neighbors,  friends  and  relatives,  who 
would  come  to  the  home  and  help  with  quilt¬ 
ing.  Also  "Monter  one  piece"  which  was  put¬ 
ting  the  loom  in  order,  to  weave  the  linen, 
woolen  cloth,  etc. .  .to  make  garments  with. 
Also  spinning  and  many  other  kinds  of  work 
was  done  at  the  home.  Children  would,  of 
course,  have  their  share  in  the  work  and  many 
a  time,  some  of  the  older  people  would  make 
a  large  kettle  of  chicken  stew.  This  was 
brought  to  the  frolic  meeting-place  and  every 
one  would  dig  in  and  have  a  lunch.  During 
that  time,  someone  was  baking  beans  in  a  bean 
hole — this  to  be  used  for  the  evening  meal . 
There  was  a  Iways  a  barrel  of  "bierre  d'epinette" 
spruce  beer,  in  the  cellar.  This  was  cold  as  if 
it  had  been  on  ice.  Children  would  go  down 


and  draw  some  of  this  frothy  beverage  and 
bring  to  the  workers. 

If  a  farmer  had  some  land  to  clear,  a  crew 
was  organized  and  a  match  was  set  to  one  side 
of  the  "abatie",  thus  burning  only  that  part  of 
the  forest .  The  rest  of  the  trees  were  for  stove 
wood.  Special  vegetables  were  raised  on  the 
land  cleared,  like  turnips  —  the  ground  was 
good  for  this,  as  the  fire  had  left  cinders  which 
helped  to  enrich  the  earth.  There  were  always 
kind  neighbors  when  one's  barn  burned  or  had 
other  such  calamities;  friends  were  a  Iways  near. 
So  much  could  be  said  about  the  making  of 
cloth,  unravelling  of  old  woolen  goods,  cut¬ 
ting  them  in  pieces  that  were  then  pulled, 
thread  by  thread,  by  the  children.  This  would 
be  put  in  a  wooden  "Barates"  kept  specially  to 
churn  "Les  defaisseurs" .  This  was  the  wool 
thread  and  in  turn  it  was  carded  like  new  wool 
and  spun  to  use  again  in  making  heavy  woolen 
socks  for  the  men  who  went  in  the  woods. 

The  last  refreshments  to  be  served  were 
usually  "plogues"  rolled  and  filled  with  "Cor- 
tons".  This  was  followed  by  a  hot  cup  of  tea. 
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brewed  with  the  leaves  loose.  After  the  tea 
was  gone,  one  of  the  "tireuse  de  carte"  would 
read  your  tea  leaves  and  tell  your  fortune  for 
the  future. 

SUPERSTITIONS: 

When  a  person  died,  as  soon  as  he  breathed 
his  last  breath,  all  the  water  in  the  house  was 
thrown  outdoors,  and  not  having  central  pip¬ 
ing  or  water  in  the  house,  as  people  said,  it 
took  sometimes  a  few  hours  to  go  to  the  well  or 
get  to  the  bams  and  fill  pails  from  the  barrels 
filled  each  day.  This  water  was  to  represent 
the  last  breath  out.  Others  who  knew  they 
were  dying  asked  a  relative  to  prick  them  with  a 
pin  or  needle  before  putting  them  in  the  casket 
so  they  would  be  sure  they  were  dead .  A  corpse 
was  exposed  sometimes  a  few  days  before  being 
put  in  the  casket, waiting  for  relatives  to  come 
from  afar.  There  were  not  many  undertakers . 
The  dead  stayed  in  their  homes  and  again  all 
neighbors  would  cook  whole  meals  to  bring  to 
the  home  of  the  deceased,  as  it  was  open  house 
day  and  night.  If  a  funeral  passed  your  home 
and  the  hearse  stopped  in  front,  it  was  believed 
someone  would  die  again  during  the  year.  So 
many  believed  in  bad  omens  and  really  made 
themselves  nervous  by  such  things. 

If  a  cat  washed  himself  in  front  of  a  person 
this  person  would  have  visitors  from  faraway. 
If  your  right  ear  got  hot,  someone  was  talking 
something  good  about  you;  if  it  was  the  left 
ear,  someone  was  gossiping  about  you.  If  your 
right  eye  kind've  trembled,  you  would  have 
fun;  if  the  left,  sorrow.  When  watching  the 
new  moon,  if  you  held  something  in  your  hand, 
right  was  a  gift  or  left  a  disappointment.  If 
the  object  was  small  you  put  it  under  your  pil¬ 
low  and  dreamed  about  your  lover.  If  the  stove 
or  teakettle  hummed  it  was  good  news  for  the 
one  nearest  the  stove. 

HOMEMADE  REMEDIES: 

Many  people  really  were  like  doctors, 
nurses  or  researchers  —  according  to  the  many 


herbs  and  leaves  of  trees  they  used  for  home 
medicines. 

Children  especially  had  earache  during 
the  winter  as  there  were  not  double  windows 
and  the  panes  of  glass  were  usual  ly  coated  with 
a  half-inch  of  frost.  Children  would  draw  and 
write  on  this  ice  —  results  were  a  good  cold, 
earache  or  a  toothache.  The  fastest  remedy  for 
earache  was  to  blow  tobacco  smoke  in  the  ear. 
As  everyone  smoked  a  pipe  it  was  easy  to  cover 
the  bowl  of  the  pipe  and  then  blow,  covering 
the  ears  with  wool  when  we  did  not  have  cot¬ 
ton  batting.  Many  made  their  own  salve  with 
soap,  carrots,  etc.  Some  would  not  give  away 
recipes  as  they  were  family  secrets. 

Many  different  kinds  of  herbs  were  grown 
in  the  gardens.  Tonics  of  all  kinds  were  made 
by  boiling  the  bark  or  sap  of  some  trees  and 
making  an  infusion  of  herbs.  There  were  not 
any  drugstores  in  small  towns;  people  had  their 
own!  If  one  stepped  on  a  nail  that  was  rusty, 
the  best  thing  to  get  out  the  infection  was  to 
take  the  rind  of  salt  pork  and  put  that  on  the 
cut  or  bruise;  that  would  surely  bring  out  the 
bad  in  the  cut. 

Nicknames  were  really  a  second  or  third 
name  and  many  times  used  on  papers  as  signa¬ 
tures.  The  Cormiers  were  called  Mascou  and 
Grelet.  The  Violettes  were  Flambette  or  Su¬ 
isse.  The  Cyrs,  les  Cross  or  I'oigon. .  .les  Mar¬ 
tin  from  Canada,  les  Piroitons,  others  Barna- 
bes.  The  Webbers  were  L' Anglais.  The  Grace 
families  were  also  called  Dick;  St.  Germain 
were  L'Ecureu>;,  or  Squirrel  (some  do  live  today) 
and  I  know  one  family  who  are  cal  led  Squirrels, 
while  the  other  is  St.  Germain.  The  Roy  fa¬ 
milies  were  called  Bonniface,  or  King.  During 
the  middle  of  the  last  century  the  Madore  fa¬ 
milies  had  three  different  color  names  as  one 
was  called  Francois  Madore  "LeBlanc",  the 
other  Francois  Madore  "le  Noir",  et  one  Fran¬ 
cois  Madore  "le  Rouge".  They  were  related  by 
marriage  and  one  could  write  on  and  on,  as 
today  many  of  those  names  are  brought  back  to 
the  younger  generation  when  they  try  to  prove 
their  citizenship  and  the  like.  (Also  "Gasune" 
as  Madore' s) 
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LA  GRANDE  CHAMBRE: 

One  special  room  on  the  first  floor  of  a  home 
was  called  La  Grande  Chambre,  and  in  there 
"La  Croix  de  Temperence"  which  hung  on  the 
wall.  Family  albums  had  precious  photos  of 
ancestors,  a  crucifix  which  was  usually  one 
put  on  the  casket  of  a  dear  one  who  passed  a- 
way  so  many  years  ago,  was  in  that  room.  In 
checking  the  records  at  St.  Bruno's  I  came  a- 
cross  the  names  of  the  first  who  signed  the 
pledge,  for  as  they  said  "Prendre  la  Temper¬ 
ance".  The  first  name  on  the  list  is  of  my  great 
grandfather  Christophe  Cyr,  followed  by  the 
names  of  two  grand  uncles,  Dennis  Farrell  and 
Michel  Farrell.  Many  familiar  names  are  on 
this  list  and  it  was  dated  February  27,  1842. 
This  "Grande  Chambre"  was  also  the  place  to 
receive  "Monsieur  le  Cure"  when  he  made  his 
yearly  visit  "la  quete  de  I 'Enfant  Jesus"  or 
when  one  was  very  ill,  or  the  parents  had  to 
talk  to  their  pastor.  This  room  saw  many  sad 
events.  The  dead  were  put  in  this  room,  in¬ 
cluding  small  babies  who  died.  And  sometimes 
a  distant  relative  would  come  home  to  die,  as 
this  was  the  quietest  room  of  the  house. 

AMUSEMENTS  OF  YEARS  AGO: 

In  many  homes  after  supper,  the  oilcloth 
covering  the  table  was  wiped  and  turned  on 
the  other  side  on  which  was  a  design,  some¬ 
thing  like  Parchesi  and  was  called  "Jouer  au 
Ciel " . 

And  of  course  "le  Jeu  de  Dames"  was  very 
popular  as  well  as  "Le  Conteur  de  contres !  " 

A  man  came  once  or  twice  a  year  who 
knew  all  the  best  yarns  and  stories  that  had 
ever  been  told.  Many  a  night,  children  would 
fall  asleep  near  the  stove  listening  to  all  those 
stories  about  giants,  fairies,  and  many  that 
would  have  made  Mother  Goose  seem  tame. 
An  outdoors  game  was  baseball .  Mothers  used 
to  rol  I  some  tightyarn  into  a  nice  bal  I  and  then 
cut  some  old  leather  shoes  and  cover  this  ball 
which  looked  better  than  store-bought  ones. 
Bats  were  made  by  the  grandfathers.  The  game 


of  horseshoe  was  much  in  demand  and  young  and 
old  alike  played  it. 

Visiting  around  the  neighbors  and  ex¬ 
changing  recipes  was  a  great  sport,  especially 
when  a  visitor  from  "Les  Etats"  was  home  for  a 
stretch;  usually  someone  from  Salem,  Mass., 
etc.  was  the  guest. 

SUGAR  CAMP: 

Not  many  people,  aside  from  farmers,  knew 
about  maple  sugar  time.  My  grandpere  would 
start  early  during  Lent  to  get  out  his  big  iron 
"Chaudrons"  from  the  storage  shed.  The  week 
after  closing  the  camp  Grandpere  Francis  Croc 
would  clean  up  all  he  needed  ifthere  were  any 
bark  left,  or  even  a  few  "Casseaux  D'Scorce", 
he  would  pack  all  and  take  this  to  our  town 
farm  as  the  maples  were  not  on  the  town  farm 
but  dans  les  concessions,  some  four  miles  from 
home.  It  was  so  much  fun  to  run  around  the 
trees  to  collect  the  sap  and  then  stay  overnight 
and  watch  the  different  changes  in  the  "Grand 
Chaudron".  As  soon  as  there  was  enough  heavy 
syrup  made,  we  would  make  a  small  fire  and 
then  put  some  syrup  in  a  pot  on  the  fires.  Then 
we'd  each  break  an  egg  in  the  syrup — what 
delicacies!!  Then  came  the  pouring  of  the 
candy  —  de  la  tire  d'erable  —  on  clean  snow. 
And  to  me,  this  is  about  the  sweetest  and  best 
treat  we  kids  ever  had  ! 

My  Grandpere  Michaud,  who  lived  in  Cyr 
Plantation,  always  carved  some  lovely  contain¬ 
ers  for  the  maple  sugar:  little  books,  hearts, 
stars,  diamond  shapes,  etc.  We  would  keep 
this  to  give  or  send  to  relatives  out  of  State  or 
send  to  relatives  of  friends  who,  unlike  us, 
never  went  to  a  sugar  camp. 

While  running  out  in  the  maple  grove,  we 
had  a  task  to  do.  Grandpere  was  a Iready  think¬ 
ing  of  spring  cleaning  and  spring  medicines. 
We  had  to  gather  seven  kinds  of  wood  to  make 
a  tonic.  To  this  day,  I  remember  many  of 
them.  Of  course  the  regular  molasses-sulpher 
treatment  came  even  without  asking  for  it. 
This  was  supposed  to  clean  up  the  whole  body. 
I  can  still  see  in  the  pantry  or  in  the  attic. 
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bunches  of  herbs  of  all  kinds,  hanging  head 
down,  mostly  tied  in  a  paper  bag,  from  the 
ceiling  or  on  cords  like  a  real  washing. 

During  Lent  we  really  fasted,  even  if  we 
were  children,  as  our  mothers  would  not  make 
too  many  cakes  or  other  sweets.  We  ate  heart¬ 
ily  of  meat  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables  which 
were  at  the  time,  usually  salted,  as  were  many 
kinds  of  meat,  especially  deer.  Fowl  was 
coated  with  ice  and  then  put  in  wooden  boxes 
in  the  ice  part  of  the  pantry  and  shed.  Many 
cut  their  own  ice  from  the  lakes  and  had  a  com¬ 
partment  in  the  large  shed.  This  was  filled 
with  sawdust,  therefore  being  nice  and  cool  in 
summer  and  a  nice  freezing  place  in  winter. 

What  a  contrast  between  1900  and  1970  in 
the  food  that  people  now  eat.  They  now  have 
to  take  vitamins  to  make  up  for  what  they  lack 
in  nutrition.  We  had  three  meals  a  day  and  a 
few  extra  lunches  in  between  the  meals.  Break¬ 
fast  was  like  the  other  two  meals —  dinner  and 
supper  —  "plogues"  with  a  nice  gravy  or  milk 
sauce  with  onions  in  it,  eaten  with  pigs  feet, 
headcheese  which  was  like  "Corton",  usually 
potatoes,  panfried  or  mashed.  We  had  so  many 
ways  of  cooking  potatoes,  and  of  course  there 
was  home-baked  bread  or  biscuits,  called  "des 
biscuits  au  soda"  or  creme  de  tarts.  Milk  was 
given  to  the  children,  and  usually  grown-ups 
had  a  glass  of  milk  near  their  plate.  Barley 
and  wheat  was  toasted  in  the  oven  or  sometimes 
on  the  stove  lids,  then  made  into  a  lovely  cof¬ 
fee  .  Children  would  have  half  and  half  of  this 
lovely  beverage. 

LE  VISITE  DU  CURE: 

This  was  one  of  the  great  events  of  the 
year.  Many  families,  too  shy  to  go  and  see  the 
Pastor  when  they  were  in  need  of  h£lp  (material 
as  well  as  spiritual),  waited  for  this  occasion 
to  unload  their  burdens  and  many  times  ask  for 
guidance  with  their  family.  Sometimes  a  stray 
son  or  daughter, a  husband  who  drank  too  much, 
and  often  the  mother  was  the  one  who  needed 
this  help,  so  that  when  the  Pastor  came  in,  ev¬ 
eryone  would  kneel  and  ask  for  "La  Benedic¬ 
tion". 


In  winter  there  were  always  two  carriages, 
oftimes  a  long  sleigh,  to  bring  back  the  "Dimes" 
at  the  time,  paid  in  products  of  the  farm.  "Le 
Bedeau"  drove  the  first  horse  team,  ringing  a 
bell  sometimes  when  there  was  a  storm  or  fog. 
The  Pastor  had  announced  in  church  the  week 
before  that  he  and  his  two  aides  would  -have 
dinner  at  the  end  of  Cyr  Plantation,  which 
meant  usually  at  the  home  of  Andre  Cyr,  or 
some  of  his  children.  This  road  was  "Le  Chem- 
in  de  Caribou".  Other  roads  were  le  Chemin 
des  Madores,  or  jusqu'au  Ruisseau  des  Ecureux, 
etc.  At  night  the  sleigh,  driven  by  "le  Bedeau" 
was  usually  packed  with  meat,  poultry,  some¬ 
times  a  nice  homemade  carpet,  or  hand-woven 
linen.  Those  were  the  days  when  a  neighbor 
new  his  next  door  neighbor  and  was  there  when 
needed,  so  that  all  these  reunions  were  made 
up  of  one  large  family,  including  neighbors. 

ONT  PORTE  LE  BON  DIEU: 

When  a  person  was  in  danger  of  dying, 
someone  would  get  the  priest  and  he  would 
come  at  once  to  the  one  who  needed  him,  and 
also  the  "Bedeau"  or  someone  who  came  with 
the  member  asking  for  a  priest,  headed  the  cor¬ 
tege,  and  rang  the  bell.  The  church  bell  also 
rang  and  one  counted  the  tolls;  so  many  for  a 
woman  and  so  many  for  a  man.  When  the  car¬ 
riages  went  by,  everyone  went  out  and  knelt 
while  the  Priest  was  going  by.  In  winter  one 
opened  the  door  and  knelt.  In  summer,  even 
people  on  the  sidewalk  would  kneel .  The  Faith 
of  our  ancestors  is  something  we  should  remem¬ 
ber,  and  also  speak  about  to  our  children. 

Children  had  been  taught  to  help  in  any 
way  possible,  and  many  saved  their  pennies  for 
the  visit  of  a  Priest,  so  they  could  give  "Pour 
le  Petit  Jesus". 

"Les  Rogations"  was  a  special  day,  which 
meant  that  farmers  and  others,  would  gather 
money,  "pour  les  biens  de  la  terre".  This  was 
to  have  Masses  said.  Money  was  collected  a- 
mong  themselves  or  a  family  would  give  in  the 
name  of  all  the  children.  Also  bowls  of  grain, 
etc.  were  brought  to  the  church .  A  special 
Mass  was  said,  and  the  grain  was  blest  and 
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then  planted  with  the  crop  of  different  kinds  of 
grain  to  insure  a  good  harvest  in  the  Fall . 

"La  Cabanne  a  sucre"  —  Who  among  the 
farmers  did  not  have  a  sugar  camp?  Not  many, 
as  this  was  part  of  the  sweets  for  a  year,  and 
many  who  did  not  have  any  left  for  the  next 
sugar  time,  borrowed  some.  My  grandads  used 
togo  to  Houlton  with  their  horse  and  buggyand 
buy  100  pounds  of  white  sugar,  and  also  some 
unbleached  cotton,  to  make  sheets,  underwear, 
etc.  They  would  bleach  this  on  the  snow  in 
winter,  thus  having  it  real  white  when  summer 
came  and  when  the  children  needed  new 
clothes . 

These  were  the  days !  ! ! 

****** 

FOUR  GENERATIONS 
(Back  row)  Cecile  Powers  Michaud 
and  her  mother,  Marie  Powers 
(Front  row)  Joan  O'Neil,  little 
Paula  O'Neil,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Cyr 


MARGUERITE  CYR,  at  the  age  of  25.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Francis  Croc  Cyr .  Her 
father  is  the  son  of  Christophe  Cyr .  Miss 
Cyr  is  now  91  years  young  and  resides  at 
St.  Basile  Home  for  the  Aged. 


BROTHER  AND  SISTER.  Joseph  F.  Cyr 
and  Marguerite  Cyr,  91,  at  St.  Basile 
Home.  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Cyr  was  the  first 
Registry  of  Deeds  in  St.  David,  then  in 
Fort  Kent;  also  superintendent  ofschools 
in  Fort  Kent  and  a  teacher. 
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FRANCIS  CROC  CYR,  brother  of  Andre,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  etc.,  after  whose  name  (CYR)  this  Plan¬ 
tation  was  named.  He  is  the  son  of  Christophe 
Cyr  and  Euphrozine  Levasseur.  He  died  on  his 
farm  in  Van  Buren  in  1908. 


MARGUERITE  CYR,  wife  of  Francis  Croc  Cyr. 
They  had  12  children  but  raised  only  five.  The 
others  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Cyr  took  sick  in 
her  40th year  and  was  an  invalid  in  bed  for  the 
better  part  of  her  71  years.  She  died  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1908.  (We  lost  a  wonderful  member,  as 
she  used  to  sing  to  us,  tell  us  stories,  was  so 
patient  and  good  to  everybody  who  came  in 
contact  with  her.) 


REUNION  OF  CYR  FAMILY,  1928. 
Martha  Genest,  George  Cyr, 
Marguerite  now  Sister  Marguerite, 
Olympia,  (D)  Anne  Belzile,  Marie 
Powers,  Martin  Cyr,  Mrs.  Alice 
M.  Cyr,  Sister  M.  Julia  (Cecile). 

Mrs.  Alice  Michaud  Cyr,  wife  of 
Theophile  F.  Cyr;  daughter  of  Euzebe 
Michaud  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Farrell. 
Mrs.  A.M.  Cyr  was  born  near  le 
Ruisseau,  April  28,  1868. 


Theophile  F.  Cyr,  son  of  Francis  Croc  Cyr  and  grandson  of 
Christophe  and  Euphrozine  Levasseur  Cyr.  Theophile  was  born 
on  the  banks  of  the  St.  John  River,  in  the  first  residence  of 
Francis  Croc  and  Marguerite  Cyr.  He  married  Alice  Michaud 
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LADIES  OF  STE  ANNE.  Not  many  ladies  in  this  picture  are  with  us  today.  See  if 
you  can  find  a  relative.  Middle  front  row  is  Mrs.  Theophile  Cyr,  then  President.  As 
far  as  we  know,  Mrs.  Jos  Martin  (top  row)  and  Mrs.  Jos  Dumais  (left  front  row)  are 
still  with  us.  Mrs.  Martin  resides  at  the  Borderview  Nursing  Home  in  Van  Buren. 

(Front  row,  I  to  r)  Mrs.  Jos  A.  Dumais,  Mrs.  Jos  Lajoie,  Mrs.  Paul  R.  Cyr,  Mrs.  El- 
zear  LaPointe,  Mrs.  Jos  Dubay,  Mrs.  Jos  Martin,  Mrs.  Theophile  Cyr,  Mrs.  R.  Mi¬ 
chaud,  Mrs.  Mazerolle,  Mrs.  Leonard  Farrell,  Mrs.  Joe  D.  Dubay,  Mrs.  Jos  F.  Sirois. 

(Back  row)  Mrs.  Louis  Dionne,  Mrs.  Napoleon  Bechard,  Mrs.  Damase  Beaulieu,  Mrs. 
Joe  N.  Cyr,  Mrs.  Abel  Violette,  Mrs.  Joe  Gagnon,  Mrs.  Fred  Parent,  Mrs.  William 
Lajoie,  Mrs.  Joe  M.  Martin,  Mrs.  Severin  St.  Pierre,  Mrs.  Joe  R.  Levasseur,  Mrs. 
Xavier  Picard . 

*  *  ********** 
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MARIST  MISSIONARY,  PETAMI  CONVENT,  MA'UIAMGA,  TONGA 
SEPTEMBER  7,  1970,  "LABOR  DAY"  IN  DEAR  U.S.A. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  SELECTMEN  AND  CITIZENS  OF  CYR  PLANTATION 
1870  AD  MULTOS  ANNOS  AND  LONG  LIFE  TO  ALL  1970 


Dear  friends  and  relatives. 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  hear  from  my  sister, 
Mrs.  Martha  Genest,  of  Van  Buren,  Maine, 
that  a  Mass  was  to  be  celebrated  on  the  7th  of 
September  on  my  dear  Uncle  Andre  Cyr's  farm. 
It  brought  back  to  my  faithful  memory  the  hap¬ 
py  days  of  my  first  year  as  a  school  teacher, 
September  1909. 

At  the  wee  school  house  near  "la  Cote  des 
Parent",  (Parent's  stiff  hill),  I  stayed  at  my 
cousin's,  Mrs.  Vail lancourt.  I  remember  meet¬ 
ing  cousin  Patrick  Vail  lancourt  in  the  vestibule 
of  St.  Bruno's  Church  one  evening  at  the  8:00 
p.m.  Mass.  It  was  a  great  joy.  I  also  met  an 
old  pupil,  Mr  .Ouellette,  of  Bridge  Street.  On 
my  way  from  Presque  Isle  airport,  I  was  glad 
to  see  and  pass  on  the  road  where  I  drove  in  a 
four-wheel  cart  so  many  times .  My  good  dad, 
Mr.  Theophile  Cyr,  always  enjoyed  taking  me 
back  to  Cyr  Plantation  on  Sunday  after  the  3 
p.m.  vespers.  Often  the  road  was  very  muddy 
and  poor  old  dad  found  it  hard  to  get  the  buggy 


SISTER  M.  JULIA  OF  TONGA, 

former  Cecile  Cyr,  daughter  of  Theophile  Cyr  and 

Alice  Michaud  and  granddaughter  of  Francis  Croc. 


and  us  two  through  in  winter.  Patrick  Vail  lan¬ 
court  often  took  me  back  to  Van  Buren  Friday 
after  school.  Mr.  Aimable  Ouellette  was  the 
Superintendent  of  schools,  and  Mrs.  Lapierre 
the  treasurer.  It  was  rather  a  lonely  place  for 
a  young  teacher.  The  only  big  event  while  I 
was  there  was  the  wedding  of  cousin  Abel  Cyr 
to  Annie  Ouellette.  After  60  years  I  assisted 
to  his  funeral  Mass  during  my  visit  home. 

In  winter  we  often  had  a  sleigh  ride  with 
Mr.  Odillon  Deveau  and  others,  and  spent 
lovely  evenings  at  the  Michaud  family  in  the 
last  house  near  the  portage.  My  sincere  con¬ 
gratulations  to  good  Mr.  Deveau  and  his  wife 
for  giving  to  our  congregation  three  devoted 
sisters  and  a  priest.  There  were  maybe  many 
others  who  gave  nuns  and  priests.  I  can  re¬ 
member  our  cousin  Rose  Ouellette. 

Today  I  unite  my  prayers  to  yours  in  thanks¬ 
giving  for  all  the  good  work  done  in  Cyr  Plan¬ 
tation,  where  I  believe  our  good  mother  Alice 
Michaud  was  born.  She  too  gave  three  daugh¬ 
ters  to  God;  one  granddaughter,  still  very  act¬ 
ive  in  Van  Buren,  Sister  Carmel  la  Belzile.  On 
the  24th  of  September,  the  46th  anniversary  of 
my  religious  (1924),  Feast  of  our  Lady  of  Mer¬ 
cy,  I  will  have  a  Mass  offered  here  at  the  Ca¬ 
thedral  for  all  the  dear  citizens  of  Cyr  Plan¬ 
tation  in  thanksgiving  for  the  blessings  shower¬ 
ed  on  each  and  everyone  during  these  100 
years. 


My  best  wishes  to  all.  God  bless  you  all ! 

Prayerfully  yours  in  Jesus  and  Mary,  the  old  teacher  of  Cyr  Plantation  in  1909,  1910  and  part  of  1911 
Cecile  A.  Theophile  Cyr,  now  Sister  Mary  Julia  of  the  friendly  Tonga  Island 
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO: 


Cyr  Plantation,  Maine 
Centennial  Celebration  —  1870-1970 


KIRK’S 

NEW  MODERN  DINER 

U.  S.  #  22 

LEBANON,  NEW  JERSEY 

"SERVING  THE  PUBLIC  SINCE  1934" 

FOUNDERS . VICTOR  AND  CECILE  KIRK 

PRESENT  OWNERS:  John  A.  Volk  FUTURE  OPERATORS:  Lena  Van  Nest 

Guy  Bagger ly  Catherine  Wittman 

Telephone . 201-236-9919 

201-236-9915 

201-236-2833 

"Be  here  to  meet  your  new  hostesses  October  17,  1970" 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baptiste  Cormier 
(She  is  the  former  Leda  Lajoie) 
Grandson ,  Allie  Faye 


Mr.  Baptiste  Cormier 
His  grandson,  Allie  Faye 
And  A I  lie's  wife 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baptiste  Cormier 
in  their  90's 
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SPONSORED  BY  IRVING  PULP  CO.,  LTD.,  BOX  1018,  3ANGOR,  MAlNL 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jean  B.  Cormier  and  their 
first  child,  Lilly.  Taken  in  1917. 


John  B.  Cormier 


Lilly  and  Ruby  Cormier 


Four  Generations.  At  left- 
standing  is  Jean  B .  Cormier, 
seated  Baptiste  Cormier, 
Ruby  holding  Baby  Leola 
(Madore)  and  Jean  B.  Cor¬ 
mier's  wife,  Genevieve. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jean  B.  Cormier 
on  their  50th  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary,  with  their  three 
children,  Lilly,  Percy,  Ruby 


Wedding  of  Jean  B.  Cormier  and  Genevieve 
Ouellette  (seated).  Standing,  Guy  Cyr  and 
Suzanne  Ouellette. 


At  left,  John  B.  Cormier  and 
children  Lilly,  Ruby,  and  Percy 
At  left,  John  B.  Cormier  and 
children  Lilly,  Ruby,  Percy 


At  right.  Ruby,  Percy 
and  Lilly,  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jean  B.t 
Cormier. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


NOELLA’S  DRESS  SHOP 


Exclusive  Ladies  Wear ” 


Phone. ..7 28-77 26 


MADAWASKA,  MAINE 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

VAN  BVREN 

KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS 


MADAWASKA  COUNCIL  1635 


VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 
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HOMESTEAD  OF  JEAN  B.  CORMIER.  Left  to  right,  Suzanne,  Anna,  Genevieve  O.,  Jos  and  Cath¬ 
erine  Cormier,  Leda  LajoieC.,  Marie  C.,  Louise  C.,  Paul  O.,  Come  Cormier  at  age  of  16. 


COME  CORMIER  &  HIS  SISTER  CATHERINE 


ONEZIME  CORMIER 


Come  Cormier's  first  born,  Emile. 


Mrs.  Catherine  (Cormier)  Sirois,  Levite 
Sirois,  Come  and  Marthe. 
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Come  Cormier  and  Jos  Lajoie  in  front  of  N.  De- 
veau's  house,  1908. 


Wedding  ot 

Come  Cormier  &  Azilda  Lajoie 


Azilda  Lajoie  Cormier  at  16  yrs. 
and  Genevieve  Ouellette  Cor¬ 
mier  at  age  15. 


At  left,  Greenville  Lumber 
Camp;  Come  Cormier  at 
17  yrs;  O.  Deveau,  M. 
Bosse  &  J.B.  Cormier 


At  right. 
Come  Cormier's  girls 


Mrs.  Come  Cormier,  1949 


Mrs.  Come  Cormer 


Part  of  Come  &  Azilda  Cormier's 
family,  1  to  r,  Antoinette,  Ag- 
athe,  Loretta,  Lionel,  Rudy, 
Roderick,  and  Carmen. 


Come  Cormier  with  son  Fidele. 
Taken  in  1957  before  he  died  at 
age  of  70. 


Last  Christmas  of  Come  Cormier, 
Rita  and  Azilda  his  wife. 


Wedding  of  Lezime  Cormier  to  Annie  Cyr 


At  left,  seated  in  middle,  Febrenie  Cormier. 
(2nd  row)  Catherine;  Marie  Paradis  wife  of 
Abel  Cormier.  Top,  Phelomine  Paradi*wife 
of  Felix  Michaud . 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


CYR  PLANTATION,  MAINE 
CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  1870-1970 


THE  RED  COFFEE  POT 

ROUTE  31 

GLEN  GARDNER ,  N.J.  08826 

"WHEN  IN  THIS  AREA  COME  UP  AND  SEE  US" 

TELEPHONE:  Office  201-638-9932 
Res.  201-236-2495 

44 Always  here  to  serve  you ” 

NEW  OPERATORS:  William  and  Frances  Wilbert 


NOTE:  Mr.  William  Wilbert  is  the  former  chef  of  the  Kirk's  New  Modern  Diner, 
Lebanon,  N.  J. ,  on  U.S.  22,  and  has  worked  since  its  opening  in  the  su¬ 
pervisory  capacity,  terminating  to  open  his  own  business.  I  am  confident 
he  will  go  all  out  to  serve  you  the  best  quality  food  and  fair  prices. 
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THE 

DEVEAU 
STOR  Y 


NAPOLEON  AND  DELIMA  (THIBAULT)  DEVEAU'S  FAMILY 
NAPOLEON  WAS  THE  SON  OF  GEORGE  AND  DELPHINE 
(ROUSSELL)  DEVEAU;  GEORGE  WAS  THE  SON  OF  MI¬ 
CHEL  DEVEAU  OF  CANADA. 


THE  NAPOLEON  DEVEAU  FAMILY  GATHERING  AT  HIS  SON,  ODILLON'S  WEDDING 
(Left  to  right,  standing)  Alma,  Marie,  Delphine,  George,  Joseph,  Odillon,  Dave  Bou¬ 
chard,  and  Jos.  Lajoie.  (Seated,  left  to  right)  Cecile,  Rose,  Dora  V.  holding  Louis, 
Napoleon  (father),  Delima  (mother),  Laura  Lajoie,  Philomen  holding  Lena,  Emily  D. 
holding  Alma.  January  25,  1914. 
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SPONSORED  BY  AROOSTOOK  TRUST  CO.,  P.O.  BOX  607,  CARIBOU,  MAINE 


•*  & 


MR.  &  MRS.  NAPOLEON  DEVEAU 
(The  former  Delima  Thibault) 


ODILLON  &  GEORGE  DEVEAU 


(Left  to  right)  MR.  &  MRS.  GEORGE  DEVEAU, 
MRS.  NAPOLEON  DEVEAU,  MR.  AND  MRS.  JOE 
FOURNIER. 


MR.  &  MRS.  ODILLON  DEVEAU 
(The  former  Laura  Lajoie) 
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ODILLON  DEVEAU,  son  of  Napoleon  and  Delima  (Thibeau),  was  born  in  Cyr  Plantation  on  March 
9,  1890.  He  married  Laura  Lajoie,  daughter  of  William  and  Demerise  (LaPierre)  Lajoie,  an  Jan¬ 
uary  25,  1914.  They  were  blest  with  10  children:  Hermine,  Anne  Marie,  Estelle,  Adrienne, 
Ludwina,  Albeo,  Adhemar,  Theresa,  Delores  and  Della.  They  had  the  honor  of  having  five  re¬ 
ligious  in  their  family:  Reverend  Father  Adhemar  Deveau;  an  Oblate,  Sister  Hermine;  Sister  Ther¬ 
esa;  Sister  Delores  of  the  Marist  Sisters;  and  Sister  Ludwina  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Holy  Rosary.  Al¬ 
beo  is  on  the  homestead  today  and  is  married  to  Anita  Clavette  of  Edmundston.  They  have  two 
sons,  Daniel  and  Clement.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odillon  Deveau  celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  in  1964.  They  are  both  living  in  their  own  private  home  at  the  age  of  80  and  77  years. 


(1st  row)  Della,  Theresa,  Delores.  (2nd  row)  Adhe¬ 
mar,  Sr.  Hermine,  Mrs.  Odillon  Deveau,  Mr.  Deveau, 
Albeo.  (3rd)  Sr.  Ludwina,  Adrienne,  Estelle  and  Anne 


ON  A  PICNIC.  Four  of  the  children  are  O- 
di I  Ion  Deveau's:  Hermine,  Adrienne,  Estelle 
and  Theresa.  One  child  belongs  to  Abel  Ma- 
dore. 


THE  FIVE  RELIGIOUS  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odillon 
Deveau's  family.  They  are  Sister  Delores,  Sister 
Theresa,  Sr.  Hermine,  Sr.  Ludwina,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deveau,  and  Rev.  Father  Adhemar. 

MR.  &  MRS.  ALBEO  DEVEAU 
and  sons  Clement  and  Daniel 
March  1964 
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THE  GOLDEN  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odillon  Deveau  in  1964. 
Rev.  Father  Adhemar,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deveau,  Anne,  Sister  Theresa, 

Albeo,  Sr.  Ludwina  and 
Sr.  Hermine. 


*  * 


* 


* 
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Clifford,  Adolphe,  Clement,  Ludger,  Adele,  Marcel,  Jeanette,  Rose,  Rita,  Arthur  and  Emery 
Lajoie.  This  picture  was  taken  on  Adele's  High  School  graduation,  1936,  a  year  before  Mr.  La- 
joie's  death . 
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S;: 


(At  left)  ROSE  &  EMILY  LAJOIE 


(Above)  DOLOR  LAJOIE  AND 
WIFE  ?  LEVESQUE 
JOSETCOIE  AND 
EMILY  DEVEAU 


(At  left)  ABEL  MADORE  AND  MATTIE  LAJOIE 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

CYR  PLANTATION,  MAINE 
CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  1870-1970 


VOLK’S  DINER  -  RESTAURANT 

(FORMERLY  DANFORTH'S) 


U. S.  #  22 


LEBANON, 

NEW  JERSEY  08833 


TELEPHONE, 


Office:  201-236-2626 
Res. :  201-236-4890 


NOTE:  Mr.  John  A.  Volk  is  not  new  in  this  field,  He  was  the  former  owner  of 
Kirk's  New  Modern  Diner,  Lebanon,  N.J.,  for  three  years. 


“Come  one  Come  all!! 
Meet  your  new  host!!” 
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THE  DU  MON  D  STORY 


Omer  Dumond,  born  in  St.  Rose  du  Degele,  P.Q.,  son  of  Fimnin  and  Adelaide  (Lebel)  Dumond . 
He  came  to  Van  Buren,  Maine,  at  the  age  of  7  or  8.  When  his  mother,  a  widow,  remarried  Jo¬ 
seph  Castonguay  and  came  to  live  on  his  farm  on  Madore  Road,  they  were  a  family  of  five  boys: 
Joseph,  Israel,  Omer,  Isidore,  Philip,  and  a  sister,  Demerise  (they  had  a  step-sister  and  brother, 
Henri  and  Odelie  Rivard).  Omer  married  Marguerite  King  of  St.  Leonard-Parent  on  January  27, 
1920.  They  had  a  family  of  13  children:  Jeannette,  Lillian,  Gertrude,  Hilda,  Lorn,  Geraldine, 
Claude,  Pauline,  Henry,  Armand,  Gerard,  Wilfred  and  Raymond.  They  celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  anniversary  January  27,  1970.  They  were  our  Centennial  Golden  Anniversary,  and  our 
oldest  living  couple  in  Cyr  Plantation.  In  addition  to  their  13  children  they  have  46  grandchil¬ 
dren.  All  attended  the  Golden  Wedding  except  seven  grandchildren  and  their  absence  was  due 
to  steady  employment  and  couldn't  get  time  off.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dumond  are  still  living  on  their 
homestead  at  the  ages  of  75  and  73  years. 


ISRAEL  OUWOHD 


MR.  &  MRS.  JOSEPH  CASTONGUAY 
(The  former  Adelaide  Lebel) 


JOSEPH  DUMOND 
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(At  left) 

OMER  DUMOND 


(At  right) 
PHILIP  AND 
ISIDORE  DUMOND 


(Above)  OMER  DUMOND  with  his 
team,  Jerry  &  Lean,  in  1919  in  the 
wood  of  Patten  for  $3.00  a  day.  He 
was  working  at  Keegan's  pulp  mill 
when  the  Union  set  in.  He  was  bump¬ 
ed  and  had  no  choice  but  to  go  work  in 
the  woods.  Now  Mr.  Dumond  is  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  father  of  13  children, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dumond  celebrated  their 
GOLDEN  WEDDING,  Jan.  27,1970. 


-  126  - 


(At  left)  VITAL  CYR  &  ISIDORE 
DUMOND  WORKING  IN  THE  WOOD. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jos.  Casfonguay 
and  Odelie 


OMER  DUMOND'S  OLD  HOMESTEAD  BARN 


A  PROUD  HUNTER,  OMER  DUMOND 


Marie  Louise  Castonguay  Odelie  &  Henri  Casfonguay 

Omer  Dumond,  17  years 


Omer  Dumond 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


A .  C.  MADORE  INC. 

Insurance  -  Real  Estate 


BOB  MARQUIS  BERNARD  CYR  OFFICE  207 
207-668-2824  207-868-5161  868-2771 


MAIN  ST.,  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 


Congratulations  Cyr  Plantation” 

SIR  OIS  SUPPLY  CO. 

44 Automotive  Distributors ” 

PHONE... .207-868-2785 
47  MAIN  ST.,  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 
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A  SPINWAL  PLANTER 
ISIDORE  DUMOND  40  YRS  AGO 


Isidore  Dumond  using  house  cellar  to 
store  potatoes  in  1927. 


Grandma  Madore's  lending  hand 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ISIDORE  DUMOND  AND  FAMILY 
(I  to  r)  Leo- James,  Isidore  (father),  Robertine,  Mat- 
tie  (Madore-mother),  Jacqueline,  Mildred,  Frances. 


SPONSORED  BY  MRS.  ISIDORE  DUMOND,  24  MAIN  ST.,  VAN  BUREN,  ME 
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DAD  AND  SONS 


(Front,  I  to  r)  VERNA  & 
STACY,  ROBERTINE, 
FRANCES,  JACQUELINE, 
JOE  &  MILDRED  DUMOND 
PAUL  MADORE 


G-MIE  MADORE  &  STACY  DUMOND,  PERCY  L. 
DICK  D.  (2  yrs)  MELVIN  MADORE 


HAND  LOADING  DAYS.  Joe  Dumond,  AND  DAN  MORE. 
Chonel  and  Bruno  Gagnon,  Bruno  Roy 
on  truck . 
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STACY,  JOE,  ISIDORE,  &  DONALD  DUMOND 


ONE-ROW  DIGGER  TIME 


h;ANCES,  JACQUELINE,  ROBERTINE  &  VERNA 
DUMOND. 


ENJOYING  THE  MADORE  MUSICIANS  AT  THE 
CAMP.  JAMES,  LAWRENCE  &  LEO  MADORE. 


LAST  CHRISTMAS  WITH  DAD,  1965 
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RELAXING  ON  PORCH  AT  CAMP 


HOST  TO  GRANDCHILDREN,  CHRISTMAS  1960 


4-ROW  PLANTER  IS  THE  THING! 


STACY  AND  JOHN  DUMOND 


ALPHY  L.  AND  EDDIE  D. 


"KEEP  IT  ROLLING!" 
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ISIDORE  &  WIFE,  MATTIE,  IN  FRONT;  PAUL  M., 
BABY  MILDRED,  BERTHA  &  LAWRENCE  M. 


1928  CAR  THAT  ISIDORE  WAS  SHOT  AT 


ISIDORE'S  HIRED  HANDS 
PIERRE  &  ARTHELINE  ROY 


(At  left)  REMEMBER  THE  YEAR  OF 
THE  POTATO  DUMPING? 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


VAILLANCOURT  OIL  CO.  INC. 

DISTRIBUTORS  -  ESSO  GASOLINE  -  MOTOR  OIL  -  RANGE  FUEL  -  DIESEL  OILS 
TIRES  -  BATTERIES  -  TUBES  -  ACCESSORIES 

PHONE.... 207-868-3331 
MAIN  STREET, 

^sso) 

VAN  BVREN,  MAINE 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

DAIGLE’S  MEMORIALS 

“Established  in  1918 ” 

Quality  Granite  &  Marble 
PHONE....207 -7 28-4333 
9  -  10th  AVE MADAWASKA ,  MAINE 
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FONGEMIE'S 
MAPLE  SUGAR 
CAMP. 

XAVIER  FONGEMIE 
AT  RIGHT  WITH 
HIS  HIRED  HELP. 
Man  at  left,  not 
identified.  FELIX 
MICHAUD  IN 
CENTER. 


XAVIER  FONGEMIE  &  2ND  WIFE  XAVIER  FONGEMIE  &  STELLA  ST.  AMANT 

JULIE  ST.  AMANT 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Cyr  Plantation,  Maine 

On  their  Centennial  Anniversary  1870-1970 


Will  Buy,  Sell,  Exchange  Properties 
for  Construction  Industry  - 
Tailored  to  your  needs.  Geared  to 
help  achieve  your  1971  Realty  Promotion. 

JUST  WRITE,  SENDING  DESCRIPTIVE  BROCHURE  TO: 

MRS.  CECILE  KIRK 

P.O.  Box  5239 
Clinton,  New  Jersey  08809 
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Immediate  right : 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Madore 
formerly  Anna  Lebel 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Florent  Lebel 
(formerly  Christine  Madore) 


Florent  Lebel 's  Homestead 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michel  Gagnon 
(formerly  Adile  Michaud) 


Frank  and  Amedie  Cote 


Picture  at  left 
62  years  old . 

MR.  &  MRS. 
FLORENT 
MADORE 
&  FAMILY. 

Seated,  Addis, 
Wilfred, 

Sadie, 

Florent  (father), 
Christine  (Madore- 
mother).  Baby, 
Clara, 

Standing,  Frank, 
Joseph, 

Peter,  Annie, 
and 

Eva  Lebel 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Cyr  Plantation,  Maine 
On  their  100th  Anniversary  f  row  the 


HOTEL  VAN  BUREN 

WE  CATER  TO  WEDDINGS,  BANQUETS, 
PRIVATE  PARTIES,  MEETINGS. 


YACHT  CLUB 


TWO  LOUNGES  AND  A  PRIVATE 
DINING  ROOM  AWAIT  YOUR  USE. 


" Your  pleasure  is  our  business 
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(At  left)  MR.  &  MRS.  PIERRE  MADORE 


SPONSORED  BY  NEW  ENGLAND  TELEPHONE,  562  CONGRESS  ST.,  PORTLAND,  ME.  04101 


THE  GAGNON  STORY 


This  is  a  family  portrait  taken  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1940,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruno  Gagnon  and 
their  children.  He  is  the  oldest  inhabitant  of 
Cyr  Plantation . 

Born  in  the  community,  Bruno  Gagnon  was 
the  son  of  Noel  Gagnon,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  the  area.  He  is  now  the  head  of  one 
of  the  largest  families  in  Cyr  Plantation. 

Starting  from  left  in  the  back  row,  his  chil¬ 
dren  are  Clarise,  Ludger,  Lezime,  Marianne, 
Corinne,  Chanel  and  Adrian.  Second  row  from 
left  are  Agavhe,  Aurore,  Hedwidge,  Claire 
and  Adria.  In  front,  I  to  r,  are  Maxime,  Ho- 
merine,  Mr.  Gagnon,  Robbie,  Mrs.  Gagnon, 
Baby  Velma,  Albertine,  Roger,  ancT  Albert. 

The  oldest  inhabitant  said  that  he  enjoys 
his  position  and  hopes  to  live  many  more  years. 
"It  is  nice  now  that  the  family  is  grown  and  I 


can  enjoy  my  grandchildren.  There  is  so  much 
more  time  to  devote  to  them.  I  only  wish  my 
wife  was  still  with  us  to  enjoy  them,  too. 

"We've  had  many  hardships  but  were  blest 
with  good  health  and  good  neighbors.  I  have 
never  been  to  a  doctor  and  all  our  children 
were  born  at  home." 

Gagnon  still  plants  a  garden,  keeps  a  few 
animals,  cuts  seed  and  helps  with  the  harvest. 
He  claims  he  can  "still  put  in  a  day's  work  and 
keep  up  with  the  kids  of  today." 

"I  wouldn't  want  to  bring  up  a  family  of 
that  size  today,"  he  mused.  "If  I  thought  time 
was  hard  then.  I'd  really  have  something  to 
worry  about  now  with  all  the  new  gimmicks  to¬ 
day.  All  I  can  say  is  I  didn't  bring  them  up 
alone.  The  One  above  was  our  right  hand." 

****** 


% 
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SOME  OF  BRUNO  GAGNON'S  CHILDREN  PREPARING 
TO  HAUL  WOOD  FOR  THE  HOUSE  STOVE. 


MR.  GAGNON,  CHANEL,  ADRIAN  &  LUDGER 


MRS.  BRUNO  GAGNON  &  BABY 


LEZIME  GAGNON,  (horse  Julie)  AND 
MR.  GAGNON  WHEN  LIVING  NEAR 
"Tl  MOND". 


BRUNO  WITH  ENGINE  DIGGER 
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GERMAINE  GAGNON 
Girls  were  great  helpers 


CORINNE  GAGNON 


Willie  Soucy,  Mr.  Gagnon,  Chanel  Gagnon, 
Rene  Rossignol,  aftera  day's  work  in  woods. 


Gagnon  boys  in  foreground.  Corrine 
Gagnon  with  two  s^all  Lavoie  girls. 


Atarie  Lavoie,  Eusebe  and  Jot  Madore  children. 
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(Not  in  order) 

SEVEN  OUT  OF  TEN  WERE 
IDENTIFIED  ON  PICTURE  AT 
LEFT.  THEY  ARE  MARIANNE  GAGNON, 
ANITA  LAVOIE,  ODELIE  MADORE, 
GERMAINE  GAGNON, 

YVONNE,  CORRINEAND 
CHANEL  GAGNON. 

(TAKEN  AT  "LE  PETITE 
RIVIERE") 


FIVE  GENERATIONS.  Mr.  Bruno  Gagnon 
Rene  Rossignol,  Mrs.  Bruno  Gagnon,  Mrs 
Pierre  Madore,  Corrine  (Gagnon)  Rossignol 
and  Baby  Ina  Rossignol. 


FAMOUS  MAIDS.  Marianne,  Germaine, 
Corrine  and  Yvonne  Gagnon. 


ROBERT  AND  HIS  TEAM 


DOUBLE  WEDDING.  Ludger  &  Lezime  Gagnon 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


A.J.  MICHAUD 

" DEALER ” 


TRUCKS - TRACTORS 

PARTS  -  SERVICE 


Phone..  995-3401 
Grand  Isle ,  Maine 


-  144  - 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  MICHEL  DUPLESSI 


BENJAMIN  &  HILAIRE  DUPLESSI 


MR.  &  MRS.  HILAIRE  DUPLESSI 


MICHEL  DUPLESSI 
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ROSSIGNOL  FAMILY. 

Percy,  Gene 

Philip,  Virginia,  Kenneth  Rossignol, 

Bernadette,  Fernand,  Claire,  Lucille,  Mrs.  Rossigno 
Baby  John,  Mr.  Leon  Rossignol,  Alma,  Rene, 

Anita,  Leona,  Delina. 


MOMMIE'S  HELPERS.  Twins,  Gene  Lavoie.  Taken  by  Lavoie  Road.  Notice  Eusebe 
and  Philip;  Percy  and  Kenneth.  Madore's  old  homestead  on  right,  and  School- 

house  ” 5  in  background. 


(At  right) 
Mrs.  Francois  Lavoie 
and  daughter  Anita 


(At  left) 

Mrs.  Francois  Lavoie  and 
Mrs.  Agnes  Courturier 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Lavoie 
Irene  and  Anita  Lavoie 
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MARIE  AND  ANGELIQUE  DUPLESSI ,  (PI-  4TH  GENERATION .  Michel  Gagnon,  Dem- 
CHOUTE  GAGNON)  MRS.  CHARLES  COTE  erise.  Rose  and  her  daughter. 

STEPMOTHER. 
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Bock  row:  Dorilda  Roy,  Guy  Roy,  Artheline 
Lavoie.  Front  row:  Emelda,  Tressy,  Marie, 
Roy. 


-  148  - 


GUY  ROY  ON  A  HORSE  POWER 


% 


(Foreground)  HENRY  ROY  AND  GUY  ROY 


MARTHA  (ROY)  GAGNON,  OZITHE  ROY, 
PIERRE  ROY. 


OZITHE,  ALEXANDRE,  SOPHIE  ROY  (Seated)  PIERRE  &  ARTHELI NE  (LAVOIE) 

ROY'S  WEDDING.  TANIS  AND  ALICE 
LAVOIE. 
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(Above)  RANK  ROY 


LEZIME  ROY  WITH  HORSE  (Pony) 
HAULING  WATER. 


(At  right)  MR.  &  MRS.  ELOI  LAVOIE 
MR.  &  MRS.  TANIS  LAVOIE  AND 

CHILDREN 


ALBERT  AND  VITAL  ROY 


(At  right)  RANCIS  ROY 
EMILY  AND  ALEX  LAVOIE 
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Arsene  Lavoie  &  Jos  Chamberlain 


Alex  Lavoie,  Marie  Duplessi,  Blanche  Cyr 


Mr.  Charles  Cote 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Gagnon 
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(At  right)  MRS.  HENRI  GAGNON 
AND  SISTER  ODELIE  MICHAUD 


COMPLIMENTS 


GAGNON’S  HARDWARE 
&  FURNITURE 


4 Suburban  Gas 9 


Phone...868-2271 


Main  Street , 


Van  Buren ,  Me. 
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THE  LAJOIE  STORY 


Above  photo  is  a  family  portrait  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Lajoie,  who  developed  a 
large  amount  of  land  in  Cyr  Plantation  and  who  have  left  descendants  who  still  maintain  farms 
in  the  community.  The  picture  was  taken  in  1923. 

First  row  from  left  are  Come,  Gilbert,  Willie,  William  Lajoie  (father);  Germaine,  who 
became  Mrs.  Albert  Tardif;  Clodie  (Violette)  Lajoie,  the  mother;  and  Felix.  In  back  row,  left 
to  right,  Emile  Abel,  Cecile,  who  became  Mrs.  Noel  Ouellette;  Laura,  who  became  Mrs.  Alphy 
Perreault  and  later  Mrs.  Thomas  Dubay;  Anna,  who  became  Mrs.  Billy  Martin  and  Azilda,  who 
became  Mrs.  Come  Cormier. 

Mr.  William  Lajoie  came  to  Van  Buren  at  the  age  of  three  with  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Lajoie,  formerly  of  Edmundston .  He  was  born  in  1871 .  At  the  age  of  19  he  married 
Odelie  Deveau,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Deveau  of  Cyr  Plantation  .  The  couple  mar¬ 
ried  and  resided  in  Augusta  for  a  year.  William  worked  on  the  electric  car  there. 

At  the  end  of  their  first  year  of  marriage  his  wife  died  in  childbirth  and  so  did  the  baby. 
William  returned  to  Cyr  Plantation  and  later  married  Clodie  Violette,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Belonie  Violette  of  Van  Buren.  The  couple  first  settled  on  the  farm  of  Michel  Lajoie,  an  uncle 
of  William's.  The  agreement  was  that  they  could  have  the  farm  in  return  for  giving  room  and 
board  to  Uncle  Michel.  The  William  Lajoies  lived  in  the  barn  and  he  later  told  his  children 
about  being  able  to  hear  the  horses  eating  their  hay  from  their  living  quarters. 

Azilda,  Anna  and  Willie  were  all  born  in  the  barn,  but  things  did  not  work  out  as  the 
family  had  hoped  and  they  soon  moved  to  the  main  road,  buying  Augustin  Mcsdore's  farm.  Willie 
was  three  years  old  when  they  made  this  move  to  the  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  Norman  Lajoie. 

At  the  new  farm,  the  family  put  in  a  great  deal  of  hard  work,  rising  early  and  going  to 
bed  very  late,  and  they  developed  a  prosperous  farm  and  raised  a  family  that  grew  to  11,  William 
was  able  to  establish  each  of  his  older  sons  on  a  farm  of  his  own.  Felix  farmed  the  land  owned 
by  Honore  Bosse.  Abel  took  over  the  farm  belonging  to  Cyprien  Lajoie,  ar>  uncle,  and  this  land  is 
now  owned  by  Come  Lajoie.  Willie  farmed  Billy  Martin's  land  and  later  bought  "Baby"  Lajoie's 
farm,  all  of  which  is  now  one  farm  belonging  to  Raymond  Lajoie.  The  old  homestead  went  to  the 
late  Gilbert,  and  now  his  son  Norman  operates  the  farm. 

The  Lajoies  controlled  so  much  of  the  land  in  Cyr  Plantation  that  a  mile  in  the  community 
on  the  Caribou  road  became  knows  as  "Le  Boute  Des  Lajoie,"  a  recognition  of  the  hardworking 
family. 

When  Germaine,  the  baby,  was  only  10  years  told,  Mrs.  Lajoie  died  and  the  family  re¬ 
mained  together  with  Cecile  acting  as  head  of  the  family.  William  later  remarried  Agnes  Cla- 
vette  Bourgoin,  a  widow,  who  died  in  1931 .  He  then  lived  with  his  son  Gilbert,  for  27  years 
and  died  at  the  age  of  87  in  1958.  Of  his  children.  Come,  Willia,  Germaine,  Felix,  Abel  and 
Cecile  are  still  living.  _  , 
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WILLIAM  LAJOIE'S  FAMILY.  (Front)  Gilbert, 
Come,  and  Emile.  (Back)  Cecile,  Abel,  Azil- 
da  Lajoie. 


EMILE,  GILBERT,  COME,  CECILE  LAJOIE 


CECILE  &  WILLIE  LAJOIE  (brother  &  sister) 


(Center  front)  MRS.  WILLIAM  LAJOIE  WITH 
HER  SISTERS  AND  BROTHERS. 
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CECILE  LA  JO  IE  WITH  LAURA'S  BABY 


SUGAR  CAMP.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willie  Lajoie;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Come  Cormier. 


% 
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IDA  LAVOIE  AT 
FLORENT  BELL  SUGAR  CAMP 


WILLIE,  HEDWIDGE,  CECILE  & 
SON,  RAYMOND  LAJOIE. 


(At  right)  FELIX  AND  1st  WIFE 
MARTHE  &  SISTER-IN-LAW,  HEDWIDGE 

AND  CECILE 


MR.  &  MRS.  WILLIE 
LAJOIE  &  FAMILY 
SIMONNE 
CARLINE  AND 
RAYMOND 
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EMILE  &  CECILE  LAJOIE 


HAY  ROCK!  Abel  and  Cecile  Lajoie 
Alexij  Michaud . 


% 
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SILVER  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY. 


FOUR  GENERATIONS.  BABY  HERMAN, 
WILLIE  AND  MR.  WILLIAM  LAJOIE. 


MR.  &  MRS.  RAYMOND  LAJOIE  AND  FAMILY. 
(L  to  r)  Caroll  (Ouellette),  Philip,  Linda,  Her¬ 
man,  Mrs.  Lajoie,  Mr.  Lajoie,  Raymonde  and 
Michael . 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  (Marcella 
Marquis)  Lajoie  celebrated  their 
25th  Wedding  Anniversary  in  June 
1970.  They  have  six  children  and 
live  on  his  father's  homestead  in 
Cyr  Plantation . 


WILLIE  LAJOIE'S  FARM 
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(Above) 
Mr.  William  Lajoie 
and  son,  Emile 
Taken  between 
1925  and  1929 


Micbel  Lajoie 
in  one  of 
his  potato 
fields 
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COMPLIMENTS 


VAN  BUREN 

IS  THE 

0  A  T  E  W  4  y. 


NOT  ONLY  TO  THE  BEAUTIFUL 


St.  John  Valley 

BUT  ALSO  TO  NEW  BRUNSWICK 
CANADA'S  PICTURE  PROVINCE 

•  Industry  •  Agriculture 

•  Good  Schools 

•  Recreation 

•  Active  Churches 


•  Clean  Government 


Town  Manager. . . . Eddie  Belanger 

Councilmen . Bertrand  Levasseur,  Chm. 

Ronald  Dumond 
Emilien  Sirois 
Melvin  Madore 
Kenneth  Cyr 


Chief  of  Police,  Hermel  Vaillancourt 
Asst.  Chief  ....  Gerald  Cyr 

Clerk . Mrs.  Kathleen  Cyr 

Asst.  Clerk....  Mrs.  Norma  Jackson 

Constables . Vernon  Bellefleur 

Louis  Walsh 
Roland  Ayotte 
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DIGGING  TIME! 


MR.  ABEL  LAJOIE 


WILLIAM  &  GILBERT  LAJOIE 


Norman's  Potato  Field 
in  Cyr  Plantation . 


MR .  &  MRS.  NORMAN  LAJOIE  AND 
FAMILY,  (front,  I  to  r)  Norma,  Julie 
Dominic.  (2nd  row)  Denise,  Sara, 
Monica,  (back  row)  Gilbert,  Mrs. 
Maxine  Lajoie  (mother),  holding  Ba¬ 
by  Gisele  and  Norman  (father). 
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Congratulations  Cyr  Plantation' 
On  their  100th  Anniversary  from 


P&E  DISTRIBUTORS  CO. 


"Northern  Maine's  Largest 
Janitorial  Supplies  &  W arehouse" 


CLARKE  FLOOR  SANDING  —  MACHINE  AND 

RENTALS . MURALO,  BPS,  DUPONT, 

PRATT,  LAMBERT  PAINTS . 

MANUFACTURER  OF  WHALIN  GLASS  CLEANER 
COMPLETE  LINE  OF 

♦Janitorial  Supplies,  *Clarke  Floor  Machines, 
♦Geer  Press  Floor  Buckets,  *Simoniz  Wax, 
and  ♦Nibroc  Paper  Goods . 


Phone  868-5565 
15  Watermill  Road 
Van  Buren,  Maine 
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William  Lajoie,  was  born  in  St.  Basile, 
N.  B.  in  1865,  son  of  Treffley  and  Demerise 
(Michaud)  Lajoie.  William  married  Demerise 
Lapierre  on  July  22,  1889  at  St.  Bruno's  Cath¬ 
olic  Church.  They  were*  blest  with  13  chil¬ 
dren:  Louis,  Ludger,  Laura,  Mattie,  Leonard, 
Napoleon,  William,  Cecile,  Charlie,  Flora, 
Romeo-Emile,  Isabelle  and  Romeo.  Mr.  Lajoie 
died  January  12,  1925  of  cancer  and  Mrs.  La¬ 
joie  died  in  Peabody,  Mass.,  at  her  daughter 
Cecile's,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Bruno's  ceme¬ 
tery  March  29,  1936,  Van  Buren. 

Homer  owned  the  homestead  but  sold  it  for 
a  farm  in  Hamlin,  Maine.  Now  he's  a  retired 
farmer  and  making  his  home  in  Van  Buren,  Me. 
He  married  Jeanne  Ayotte,  daughter  of  John 
Ayotte  of  Hamlin.  They  have  four  children, 
Melvin,  Homerine,  Gordon  and  Ralph.  Mel¬ 
vin  is  in  California,  Gordon  and  Homerine  are 
in  Connecticut;  and  Ralph  is  on  the  homestead 
in  Hamlin . 

****** 


JOSEPH  LAJOIE 
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LAURA,  ROMEO,  LUDGER,  NAPOLEON 
AND  MATTIE  LAJOIE. 


ISABEL,  CECILE,  MATTIE, 
AND  LAURA  LAJOIE. 


LUDGER,  CHARLES,  OMER,  ROMEO  LAJOIE 


THE  EFFECT  OF  A  TWISTER  IN  CYR 
PLANTATION  IN  FRONT  OF  OMER 
LAJOIE'S  HOUSE.  NO  OCCUPANCY 
AT  THE  TIME. 
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Congratulations  To  Cyr  Plantation 
On  Their  100th  Anniversary  From 


TECHNICAL  FOOD  SERVICE  ASSISTANCE 
AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST 

220  WASHBURN  9TREET  CARIBOU.  MAINE  ome  area  code  (207)  496-3331 
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THE  LAPIERRE  ANCESTORS 


3 

0) 

to 

Z 

<u 

E 

o> 

D 

"D 

C 

D 

<1) 
•  mm 

O 

3 


<D 

j- 

L- 

Q) 

CL. 

-3 

o 


T3 

C 

D 

“O 

Z> 

o 

_c 

o 

•  <— 

X 

a> 


_0> 

a 

D 

O 

o 


_c 

a 


* 

a> 


to 

O' 

o 

H— 

to 

LU 

u 

z 

< 

to 

UJ 

O' 

O' 


CL. 

3 


169  - 


Pierre;  Florent  Soucy  and  Melvina  LaPierre;  Grandmother,  Mrs.  Jose  (Marguerite  Cyr)  LaPierre;  Father,  Joseph  LaPierre;  Mo¬ 
ther,  Marie  (Bourgoin)  LaPierre;  Suzanne  LaPierre  Thibodeau;  Elzear  LaPoint;  Lea  LaPierre;  Tommy  Jacque;  Laura  LaPierre  (still 
living,  92  years  young);  Napoleon  LaPierre;  Dina  Jacque;  Vital  LaPierre  and  Anne  Jacque;  Baptiste  Castonguay  and  Mrs.  Cas- 
tonguay  (Jacque).  The  children  are  Vital  LaPierre's:  Irene  LaPierre,  Joel  and  Cora.  Camille  Michaud.  This  picture  was  tak¬ 
en  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  LaPierre  celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniversary  in  1927,  all  gathering  at  the  LaPierre  home. 


THE  LAPIERRE  ANCESTORS 


The  first  "La  Pierre  d it  Denis"  Canadian 
ancestors  of  the  Lapierre  family  was  "Pierre", 
son  of  Blaise  and  Jeanne  LaPonche.  Pierre  was 
born  in  1656  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin  in  the 
village  of  Nerac,  France.  He  married  Marie 
Anne  Goudin,  a  widow  of  St.  Laurent  on  Oct. 
8,  1687  in  the  parish  of  St.  Laurent,  where  his 
wife  used  to  live  during  her  first  marriage.  Af¬ 
ter  their  first-born,  they  returned  in  1689;  they 
returned  to  the  farm  of  his  wife,  which  is  where 
they  brought  up  their  family  "the  LaPierre's" 
until  the  4th  generation,  on  the  same  home¬ 
stead  . 

This  is  how  the  name  LaPierre  was  adopted. 
Because  the  neighbors  referred  to  the  land  of 
Mrs.  Pierre  as  "La  Pierre"  and  had  returned  to 
her  farm,  so  he  was  know  as  Pierre  La  Pierre. 
They  had  six  children;  Pierre-Jacque,  Marie, 
Joseph,  Charles,  Marguerite,  and  Anne.  We 
can  say  that  the  authentic  cradle  of  this  family 
is  the  parish  of  St.  Laurent  Isle  d'Orleans. 

Marie  was  the  grandmother  of  Reverend 
Antoine  Gosselin,  first  resident  pastor  at  St. 
Bruno's,  Van  Buren.  It  was  a  great  honor  for 
his  mother  to  have  been  able  to  attend  his  or¬ 
dination  to  the  priesthood  in  1828.  Marie 
passed  away  in  1838  at  the  age  of  99. 

In  1838,  Father  Gosselin  came  to  St.  Bru¬ 
no's,  bringing  with  him,  his  cousin  Joseph^ 
Lapierre  and  his  sister  Adelaide  as  directrice 
of  his  presbytaire.  The  poor  (Acadians)  scat¬ 
tered  along  the  banks  of  the  St.John  River  had 
been  without  a  priest  for  so  long  and  had  been 
begging  Quebec  to  send  them  a  priest.  Father 
Gosselin  was  their  answer.  Father  was  of  a 
very  original  character,  somewhat  nervous, 
having  charge  of  all  along  the  St.  John  River 
from  the  Quebec  line  to  Woodstock,  and  even 
to  Red  Rapids.  He  had  to  till  the  soil  and  hire 


someone  to  look  after  the  crops  when  he  was 
away  visiting  his  parishioners.  There  were  but 
three  French  Catholic  families  at  the  time.  He 
had  to  say  Mass  in  the  house  of  the  Roberge, 
descendants  of  the  Roberts  of  today.  Reverend 
Gosselin  was  in  St.  Bruno's  parish  for  14  years 
from  1838  to  1852.  He  died  at  the  age  of  72. 
His  life  among  the  dispersed  Acadians  was  lived 
with  a  heart  and  a  soul  of  an  Apostle.  Father 
Gosselin  was  the  answer  to  many  prayers  and 
also  brought  the  first  LaPierre  to  the  United 
States . 

In  1838,  when  only  16  years  old,  Joseph 
LaPierre,  oldest  son  of  a  family  if  14,  came  as 
a  helper  to  his  cousin.  Father  Gosselin.  The 
priest  claimed  that  Joseph  was  rendering  help 
as  a  singer,  serving  Mass  and  was  a  very  clever 
carpenter.  Joseph's  only  aim  was  to  be  of 
great  service  to  his  cousin.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  humble  pastor  of  St.  Bruno's  treated  his 
"protege"  with  a  paternal  kindness.  After  serv¬ 
ing  the  good  pastor  without  restrain  for  many 
years,  Joseph  started  thinking  of  having  a  home 
of  his  own. 

★  ★★★★* 

In  1815  legislature  allocated  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  road  from  Aroostook  Road  to  Grand 
Falls,  now  the  so-called  Caribou  Road  to  Ham¬ 
lin.  Joseph  LaPierre  chose  Lot  ^20,  three  miles 
from  Violet  Brook,  now  Van  Buren.  A  pioneer 
of  those  days  is  partly  a  hero,  having  to  work 
with  the  ax;  to  open  roads  and  cut  trees  is  the 
work  of  an  energetic  soul . 

Inside  of  four  years,  with  hard  labor  and 
with  faith,  this  young  man  had  built  a  home 
and  barn  with  logs  squared  off  by  hand,  and 
covered  with  homemade  clapboards  and  a  roof 
of  shingle.  He  was  a  poor  young  man  of  this 
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earth's  richness,  but  good  in  God's  help,  he 
was  generous,  very  courageous  and  had  faith. 

On  the  5th  of  February  1850,  Father  An¬ 
toine  Gosselin  blest  the  first  LaPierre's  wed¬ 
ding,  uniting  Joseph  and  Demerise  Madore 
daughter  of  Augustin  and  Marie  Dube  Madore. 

Born  at  Isle  Verte,  P.Q.,  their  first  and 
only  child  of  Demerise  and  Joseph  was  born 
September  24,  1851.  These  brave  pioneers 
continued  tilling  the  land  with  wooden  plows, 
pulled  by  two  oxen.  He  grew  wheat,  oats, 
buckwheat,  flax  and  vegetables.  He  used  a 
sickle  to  cut  the  hay  and  grain.  In  winter  he 
ground  the  grain  with  a  homemade  "fleau";  he 
would  fabricate  his  own  shingle  by  hand.  In 
the  spring  he  would  go  down  the  St.  John  Riv¬ 
er  on  a  barge  to  Grand  Falls  where  he  would 
trade  his  own  products  for  fish,  kerosene  oil, 
leather,  etc.  The  maples  would  furnish  the 
sugar  and  syrup.  He  would  raise  his  own  meat, 
sufficient  for  the  year. 

The  mother  also  played  a  great  part,  as 
she  would  spin  and  weave  the  wool  and  linen 
made  from  flax  for  all  their  clothing  which  was 
sewed  by  hand.  Their  only  light  was  from  can¬ 
dles.  Shoes  were  also  homemade  and  everyone 
had  his  own  shoes  and  moccasins  and  all  were 
content  and  happy. 

After  12  years  of  exile  in  a  strange  land 
this  real  Canadian  could  not  resist  leaving  any 
longer,  being  lonesome  for  his  parents,  rela¬ 
tives,  friends  and  his  native  land.  This  little 
family  left  Cyr  Plantation  by  horse  and  buggy 
for  his  homeland.  They  visited  Montreal  by 
way  of  Riviere  du  Loup  and  visited  St.  Laurent. 
It  was  the  one  and  only  time  he  visited  his 
homeland  because  his  wife  died  June  8,  1858, 
cause  unknown .  She  is  buried  in  St.  Bruno's 
cemetery.  Van  Buren. 

Joseph  remarried  in  February,  1859,  to 
Madeleine  Parent,  daughter  of  Jean  and  Ange- 
lique  Thibodeau  Parent  of  Hamlin.  The  mar¬ 
riage  was  blest  by  Father  McKeaney,  pastor  of 
St.  Bruno's.  They  had  four  children;  only  one 
survived,  Suzanne,  who  later  married  Florent 
Thibodeau  of  Grand  Isle,  Maine.  Again  Jo¬ 
seph  faced  the  sadness  of  losing  his  second 


wife  on  May  13,  1864.  The  loss  of  his  loved 
ones  was  a  severe  blow  to  take.  With  his  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  courage  he  was  able  to  manage 
for  a  while.  He  needed  a  mother  for  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  companion  for  himself.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  14,  1865,  he  married  his  third  wife.  Mar¬ 
guerite  Cyr,  daughter  of  Germain  and  Emil li— 
enne  Lizotte.  Mr.  LaPierre  was  a  man  of  me¬ 
dium  height  and  fair  complexion .  He  was  good 
natured  and  a  fervent  Christian.  He'd  make  a 
big  sacrifice  to  attend  Mass,  rain  or  shine, 
snow  or  storm.  He'd  seen  days  in  winter  he  had 
to  leave  early  to  shovel  snow  with  his  son  Jo- 


NAPOLEON'S  BARN 


seph^  and  neighbors  in  order  to  attend  Mass 
and  return  at  1:00  p.m.  tired,  but  happy  to 
have  accomplished  his  Christian  duty. 

His  third  wife  was  also  a  very  talented 
and  intelligent  person.  She  could  have  admin¬ 
istered  to  all  her  neighbors.  Instead  of  com¬ 
plaining  to  anyone  about  her  aches  and  pains, 
she  would  sing  "Le  Kyrie  Eleison".  They  were 
blest  with  15  children,  of  whom  seven  were  still 
livingat  the  time  the  "LaPierre  Ancestors"  pic¬ 
ture  was  taken,  and  two  from  previous  marriag- 
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es.  They  were,  Joseph  from  his  first  marriage; 
Suzanne  from  his  second  marriage;  and  from  his 
third  marriage,  Napoleon,  Vital,  Edith,  Dem- 
erise,  Melvina,  Lea,  and  Laura. 

As  the  years  went  by,  Mr.  Joseph  LaPierre6 
felt  that  his  health  was  failing  and  suddenly 
came  down  with  Pleurisy.  After  receiving  the 
Last  Sacraments,  he  placed  his  will  in  order, 
leaving  his  eldest  son,  Napoleon,  (eldest  son 
by  his  third  wife),  as  heir  of  his  homestead . 
He  willed  to  Vital  the  adjoining  Lot  ^22.  With 


After  a  day's  work  came  milking  time 


the  care  and  medicine  of  those  days  he  depart¬ 
ed  on  December  24,  1893,  at  the  age  of  71, 
leaving  his  wife  and  their  children  behind.  Af¬ 
ter  a  couple  of  years,  Napoleon  and  Vital  ex¬ 
changed  properties  and  responsibilities.  The 
mother,  filled  with  loneliness  and  sorrow,  want¬ 
ed  to  get  closer  to  the  Church,  so  moved  to  the 
village  of  Van  Buren.  A  couple  years  later  the 
LaPierre's  homestead  was  conveyed  to  the  De- 
veau  family.  Mrs.  LaPierre  spent  her  last  years 
with  her  son-in-law,  Elzear  Lapointe  and 
daughter.  Lea.  She  died  October  26,  1914, 
at  the  age  of  78 . 


JOSEPH  LAPIERRE6 

Joseph6  at  the  age  of  14,  after  his  father 


remarried  the  third  time,  could  not  adjust  to 
his  new  mother.  He  devoted  all  his  affection 
toward  his  father.  A  few  years  before  Joseph6' s 
marriage,  his  father  willed  him  a  parcel  of 
land.  Lot  ^18,  neighbor  to  his.  He  built  him 
a  house  suitable  for  a  large  family.  At  the  age 
of  26,  Joseph6  chose  for  his  companion,  Marie 
Bourgoin,  a  teacher,  born  in  Grand  Isle,  Me., 
March  9,  1853,  daughter  of  Beloni  Bourgoin 
and  Solome  Cyr.  The  marriage  took  place  at 
St.  Bruno's  on  September  3,  1877  in  the  old 
church,  blest  by  Father  Richer. 

Joseph6  was  a  very  honest  and  devoted 
man  and  his  word  was  as  good  as  gold.  He  had 
a  prompt  character  and  dignified,  aimable  by 
all.  He  loved  music  passionately.  His  wife 
played  a  great  role  in  his  life.  She  was  an  in¬ 
comparable  wife  and  mother.  They  were  blest 
with  11  children.  Marie  Ange,  the  oldest, 
entered  the  convent  of  the  Good  Shepherd  on 
November  19,  1904  and  made  her  profession 
July  4,  1907  under  the  name  Sister  Marie  Saint 
Anne.  Alfred'7,  crippled  in  one  leg  by  typhoid 
fever,  at  the  age  of  5.  Anne  entered  Good 
Shepherd  in  1907,  professed  in  1910  as  Sister 
Marie  de  Saint  Adolphe,  died  Jan.  16,  1928. 
Severin'7,  who  died  from  diptheria  April  14, 
1896,  eight  days  after  his  brother  Patrick  died 
of  the  same  disease. 

Flavie^,  married  in  Salem,  Nov.  9,  1914,  to 
Alex  Landry,  a  barber,  but  had  no  children. 
Abel'7,  born  March  12,  1889;  died  November 
18,  1889. 

Patrick^,  born  September  18,  1890;  died  from 
diptheria  April  6,  1896. 

Anonyme'7 

Louis  (alias  William,  Billy  and  Willie),  mar¬ 
ried  Albina  LaPierre  (a  cousin)  at  Lewiston 
May  28,  1928,  died  in  1952. 

Leonile  (Neil)^,  bom  August  16,  1895  ,  mar¬ 
ried  Flavie  Soucy  February  3,  1920.  They  are 
the  parents  of  our  1970  residents,  Roger  and 
Donald.  They  had  12  children;  Roger,  Donald, 
Sylvio,  Euclide,  Conrad,  Gerard,  Camille, 
Leopold,  Leopoldine,  Geraldine,  Carmen, 
Carmel  la,  Janette. 

Anonyme,  1896. 
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The  8th  generation  of  LaPierre's  residing 
in  Cyr  Plantation  in  1970  are: 

Roger,  married  to  Jeanne  Dumond,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alvy  &  Olive  Dumond  of  Lille,  Maine. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Rodney^ 
and  Lorraine*^.  They  reside  on  the  homestead. 

Donald,  married  to  Bernadette  Dumais, 
daughter  of  Leon  Dumais  of  Van  Buren  and  blest 
with  nine  children. 

Lydia,  married  to  Tommy  Ouellette,  son 
of  Ludger  and  Anne  Ouellette.  They  have  two 
children,  Sherrie^  and  KimlO. 

Danny,  Randy,  Donna,  Andy,  Paul,  Carla, 
Wayne,  Patrick. 

Donald  LaPierre  resides  on  one  of  Neil's 
farms,  formerly  Ovide  Pelletier. 

Mr.  Neil  LaPierre,  as  anyone  can  remem¬ 
ber  him,  was  a  very  distinguished,  soft-spoken 
intelligent  person,  full  of  energy  and  with  a 
heart  to  please  everybody  as  much  as  he  pos¬ 


sibly  could.  He  devoted  his  life  to  his  family 
trying  to  procure  for  them  an  education  and  a 
Christian  life.  He  was  a  hard  working  farmer, 
cultivating  with  horses,  but  eventually  farmed 
with  tractors.  He  also  kept  himself  very  busy 
in  other  fields,  such  as  commercial  business, 
selling  fertilizer,  and  had  been  our  Plantation 
Officer  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  League  of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  a 
Fourth  Degree  Knight  of  Columbus.  He  passed 
away  after  a  lingering  paralysis. 

His  wife  also  played  a  great  part  in  his 
life.  She  blest  him  with  12  children.  All  are 
still  living  except  one  who  recently  passed  a- 
way.  Mrs.  LaPierre  was  an  excellent  cook, 
seamstress,  and  could  knit  like  a  whiz.  She 
still  is  a  devoted  and  kind-hearted  woman,  al¬ 
ways  trying  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  anyone/ 
living  a  lone  in  a  comfortable  house  trailer  next 
to  her  son,  Donald . 


-  173 


MR.  AND  MRS.  NAPOLEON  LAPIERRE'S  FAMILY  IN  FIRST  HOMESTEAD 


NAPOLEON'S  FAMILY  IN  NEW  HOME — TAKEN  MANY  YEARS  AGO 
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FASHIONS  OF  1900 


LAPIERRES  AT  WORK 


Wft' 


LaPierre's  family  growing 


LaPierre's  —  binding  in  early  1900 


a 
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LAP  I  ERR  E  FAMILY  gathering  after  the  ordination  of  Rev .  Father 
Romeo  LaPierre.  (1st  row,  I  to  r)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armand  LaPierre, 
Albertine  L.,  Mrs.  LaPierre,  Rev.  Romeo,  Mr.  LaPierre,  Diana, 
Aristide  L.,  Aurore  Martin.  (2nd  row)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Gar- 
ette,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Eddie  Soucy,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Jos  LaPointe,  Mrs. 
and  Mr.  Roland  LaPierre,  Mr.  Sam  Michaud,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Ulys¬ 
ses  LaPierre. 
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FLORENT  THIBODEAU  AND  SUZANNE  LAPIERRE'S  FAMILY 


ARISTIDE  LAPIERRE'S  FAMILY,  I  to  r, 
Aristide,  Rebecca,  Ronald,  Robert 
and  Germaine  (Martin). 


ROLAND  LAPIERRE'S  FAMILY,  Nor¬ 
ma  Jean,  Lloyd,  Rolande,  Joan,  Ad¬ 
elaide  Violette  L.,  Roland  LaPierre. 
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THE  WEDDING  DAY  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Gagnon  (Madeleine  Jacques)  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Napoleon  LaPierre  (Dina  Jacques,  sister 
of  Madeleine) 


THE  WEDDING 

AND  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARYS 
OF  MR.  AND  MRS.  JOSEPH  GAGNON 
AND  MR.  AND  MRS.  NAPOLEON  LAPIERRE 


20TH  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  OF  MR. 
AND  MRS.  JOSEPH  GAGNON  at  left, 
and  at  right  MR  .  AND  MRS  .  NAPOLEON 
LAPIERRE. 


(At  left) 

30TH  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  JOSEPH  LAPIERRE,  SR. 


At  left,  Mrs.  Demerise  Madore  LaPierre,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  LaPierre,  Sr.,  at  right. 
The  picture  above  shows  Mr.  LaPierre's  first  wife.  He  had  three  wives,  of  whom  two 
preceded  him  in  death.  By  his  first  wife,  Demerise  (Madore)  he  had  a  son,  Joseph. 
By  his  second  wife,  Madelein  (Parent)  he  had  four  children  but  only  one,  Suzanne, 
survived.  By  his  third  wife.  Marguerite  (Cyr)  he  had  15  children.  Among  them  were 
Demerise,  Edith,  Napoleon,  Melvina,  Lea  and  Laura.  Some  died  young. 


THE  50TH  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY 
The  twins  at  right  are  granddaughters 
Marlene  and  Maxine  Michaud. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


P.  B.  THIBODEAU 
CONSTRUCTION  CO. 

GENERAL  BUILDERS 
CONTRACTOR  -  REPAIRS 


Phone:  498-6630 


R.E.D.  #4,  Caribou,  Maine 


"NO  BETTER  WAY  BUT  THE  RIGHT  WAY 
TO  BUILD.  YOU  PROFIT  BY 

AN  EXPERIENCED  BUILDER " 


% 
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A  LA  DOUCE  MEMOIRE  DE 

Sieur  Joseph  J.  Lapierre  J  R. 

Epoux  bien-aintd  de  feue  Maxim  Btmrgom 

D6c66€  |  V»n  Buren,  Maine 
LE  21  OCTOBRE  1929 
k  I'ftge  de  78  mu  el  27  jews. 


Cl 


PHI  LIAS  (a  Joseph)  LAPIERRE 


WILLIE  (a  Joseph)  LAPIERRE 


ANNIE  LAPIERRE 


(SR ,  ADOLPHE) 


(At  left) 

K  FLAVIE 
LAPIERRE 


(At  right)  FRED 
LAPIERRE  & 
PAT  LAPOINTE 
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JOSEPH  LAPIERRE  JR.'S  HOUSE  TODAY 


ROGER  LAPIERRE  LENDING  A  HAND 


MR.  NEIL  LAP  I  ERR  E '  S  FIRST  YEARS 
AT  FARMING,  WITH  SON 
"ROGER" 

NOTICE  HOUSE  IN 
BACKGROUND:  IT  WAS 
THE  FIRST  HOUSE  OF  JOS’S 


DONALD  LAPIERRE'S  &  MRS. 
FLAVIE  LAPIERRE'S  HOMES. 


DONALD  LAPIERRE'S  FAMILY.  Carla, 
Paul,  Andy,  Donna,  Randy,  Lydia, 
Wayne,  Mrs.  Bernadette  Duma's.  Babv 
Patrick,  Danny  and  Donald. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


RED  &  WHITE  MOTEL  -  CABINS 

And 

LEVASSEUR’S  COUNTRY  STORE 


2  Miles  South  Of  Canadian  Border  From 
Van  Buren,  Maine  On  U.S.  Ul 

Cyr  Plantation  is  the  Gateway  to  Canada  from  Northern  Maine.  Also  the  Famous  and  Historic 
St.  John  River  Valley  -  Famous  for  Quality  Maine  Potatoes. 

Single  and  Double  Light  Housekeeping  Cabins,  Showers,  Radios,  TV.  Groceries  and  Refresh¬ 
ments  -  Gas  &  Oil.  Reasonable  Rates. 

' YOU’LL  MAKE  NO  MISTAKE  BY  CHOOSING” 

THE  RED  &  WHITE  FOR  YOUR  VACATION  HEADQUARTERS 

WRITE  FOR  OUR  SPECIAL  VACATION  RATES. 

Phone:  207-868-3945 

Prop.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur 


1 


ELZEAR  LAPOINTE 


MRS.  LEA  (LAPIERRE)  LAPOINTE 


THE  LAPOINTE  STORY 


Mr.  Elzear  Lapointe,  son  of  Joseph  and  Clarisse  Pelletier,  was  born  at  St. 

Euphemie,  P.Q.  He  married  Lea  Lapierre,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Marguerite  (Cyr) 

Lapierre  on  April  11,  1893  in  St.  Bruno's  Catholic  Church.  They  had  16  children:  Eva, 
Oneil,  Corinne  (a  sister  of  the  Child  Jesus),  Bertha  (also  a  sister),  Patrick,  Albert,  Max- 
ime,  Laura-Carrie,  Amanda,  Leon,  Clarisse,  Joseph  R.,  Donald  Adrian  and  Lionel  (Violette) 
He  was  brought  up  by  Auguste  Violette  after  his  mother's  death  in  1912.  Mr.  Elzear  re¬ 
married  to  Jeanne  Sirois,  daughter  of  Jean  and  Sophie  (Bourgoin)  Sirois  in  1914.  Four 
years  later  he  lost  his  wife  again  and  in  1919  remarried  for  the  third  time  to  Agnes  Cormier, 
widow  of  Fred  Parent  and  daughter  of  Aime  and  Severine  Thibodeau  of  Lille,  Maine.  No 
children  from  the  second  or  third  marriages.  Three  years  after  his  third  marriage,  Mr.  El¬ 
zear  died  leaving  teenagers  in  care  of  their  stepmother.  Jos  Lapointe  owns  the  old  home¬ 
stead  and  took  care  of  his  mother  until  her  death  a  couple  of  years  ago.  Jos  is  married 
to  Aurore  Lapierre,  daughter  of  Napoleon  Lapierre.  They  have  two  sons,  Danny  and  Joey. 
Danny  is  married  to  Marie-Paule  Deveau,  daughter  of  Camille  Deveau  of  Lille,  Maine. 

They  have  two  children,  Julie-Anne  and  Philip.  Today  Mr.  Jos  and  son  Danny  Lapointe 
are  incorporated  as  prominent  potato  growers  and  shippers. 


% 
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EIGHT  OF  ELZEAR  LAPOINTE'S  SIXTEEN  -CHI LDREN .  (Front)  Joe,  Amanda, 
Eva,  and  Mack.  (Back  row)  Patrick,  Wilfred,  Neil,  and  Albert. 


SISTER 

(Laura 


casilda 

Lapointe) 
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MR.  &  MRS.  JOS  R.  LAPOINTE 
MARCH  1970 


MR.  &  MRS. DANIEL 
LAPOINTE 

(formerly  Marie  Paule 
Deveau) 

GRANDMOTHER 
AGNES  LAPOINTE 


JULIE-ANNE  &  PHILIP 
CHILDREN  OF  DAN  &  MARIE  LAPOINTE 


J.  R.  LAPOINTE'S  FAMILY. 
Marie-Paule,  Danny,  Jos  LaPointe, 
Judy  Marquis,  and  Joey  LaPointe. 


RUDY  AND  DELCIA 


% 
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GRANDCHILDREN.  Theresa, 
Steven  and  Ronald. 


ELZEAR  LAPOINTE'S  HOMESTEAD  REMAINS 
IDLE  EXCEPT  FOR  POTATO  BOARDING  HOUSE. 


(At  right)  RUDY 
DELCIA 
CLEO 
RON 
LAPOINTE 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

OUR  BEAUTICIANS 


MISS  DELCIA  LAPLANTE 
M/55  ROSE  MARIE  LAPLANTE 


(EMPLOYED  IN  PREQUE  ISLE,  MAINE) 


"WE  NEED  YOUR  HEADS  IN  OUR  BUSINESS " 


LEE'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
Keegan,  Maine 


CAROLE'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


**  1 


MR.  PIERRE  LAPLANTE  MRS.  PIERRE  LAPI.ANTE 

(Clara  Castonguay) 


THE  LAPLANTE  STORY 


The  first  LaPlante  came  from  France,  named  Jean-Baptiste  LaBourliere  "Dit  LaPlante". 
He  was  the  son  of  Jacques  LaBourliere  and  Francoise  Ferrand,  from  the  parish  of  St.  Andre 
de  Noir  ,  Poitou.  Poitou  is  an  ancient  French  Province.  Jean-Baptiste  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Company  of  St.  Jean.  He  decided,  after  many  years  in  the  military  force,  to  come 
to  Canada  to  establish  himself.  On  his  arrival,  he  took  refuge  at  St.  Pierre  de  L'llle 
D'Orleans.  There  he  married  Catherine-Francoise  Martin  in  1697.  After  their  marriage 
they  exchanged  with  his  brother-in-law,  the  inheritance  rights  for  a  habitants  place  situ¬ 
ated  in  "Le  Grand  Kamouraska ,  P  .Q . 11  As  it  stands  today,  it  is  neighbor  to  "Du  Berceau 
de  Kamourska"  on  the  east  side.  They  had  nine  children.  Jean-Baptiste  died  not  long 
after  they  moved  to  Kamourska.  Mrs.  LaBourliere  became  known  as  "La  veuve  LaPlante". 
Kamourska  was  founded  in  1709  but  records  only  start  in  1727.  The  LaPlantes  are  known 
to  be  situated  in  St.  Pasqual,  St.  Helene,  St.  Germain,  and  St.  Louis  du  Kamourska, 

P.Q.  They  were  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  area.  Around  1850  the  LaPlantes,  Pierre 
and  Euloge,  came  to  Van  Buren  and  Cyr  Plantation.  Alphonse  is  the  son  of  Pierre  "A 
Pierre"  of  St.  Helen,  P.Q.  Alphonse  married  Lucie  Cyr  of  St.  Leonard,  N.B.  He  owned 
a  dairy  farm  in  Cyr  Plantation,  now  changed  it  to  beef  raising.  Alphonse  died  in  1967 
at  the  age  of  49.  His  only  son,  Delano,  is  carrying  on  in  charge  of  the  family. 
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SPONSORED  BY  MRS.  LUCIE  LAPLANTE 


PIERRE  LAPLANTE'S  TEAM:  A  BULL  &  A  HORSE 


MR.  &  MRS. 
PIERRE  LAPLANTE 
(MAGGIE 
MAZEROLLE) 


(At  right)  Pierre 
Lqplante's  old 
homestead 


(Below)  CHANEL  &  MARGARET 


MATTIE  (daughter)  MAZEROLLE,  CATHERINE 
(mother),  KATE  (daughter)  MAZEROLLE. 
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CHANEL,  NOEL,  IVAN,  AUREL,  MARIUS,  ALPHONSE 


BERNADETTE,  MARGARET,  ESTELLE, 
ANNE  M . ,VI VIA . 


FOUR  GENERATIONS 
Maggie,  Vivia,  G-Mere 
Mazerolle,  and  Joan 


PART  OF  LAP  LAN  TE  FAMILY 


G-MERE  MAZEROLLE  WITH 
WITH  ACCORDIAN, 
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ALPHONSE,  AUREL,  ANNE  M.,  ESTELLE, 
MARGARET,  CHANEL,  IVAN,  &  NOEL; 
PIERRE  AND  BABY  BERNADETTE. 


LAPLANTE'S  DAIRY 


MR.  &  MRS.  ALPHONSE  LAPLANTE 
(LUCIE  CYR) 


ALPHONSE  LAPLANTE'S  FAMILY.  Delano, 
Lucie  (mother),  Delcia,  Rose-Marie,  Jacque¬ 
line  and  Mae-Rita . 


PIERRE  &  ALPHONSE  LAPLANTE'S  FARM 


ROSE-MARIE  WITH  35  LB  PUMPKIN 


FROM  LUCIE  LAPLANTE'S  GARDEN 
TOP  WEIGHT:  45  LBS. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


BORDERVIEW 
NURSING  HOME 


0 

State  Street 


Van  Buren,  Maine 


COLE  EXPRESS 

"Trust  To  Trucks  To  Deliver 
The  Goods  Safely  &  Quickly ” 

P.0.  Box  yt8 

Bangor,  Maine 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  JOHNNY  &  SUZANNE  (GAGNON)  LEVASSEUR 

Left  to  right:  Mr.  Johnny  Levasseur  (father),  Mrs.  Suzanne  Levassuer  (mother)  holding  Baby  Cecile, 
Claudine,  Dozithee,  Anna,  Simon,  Dickie,  Elzear,  Benjamin,  Madeleine,  Leontine,  Leon  &  Eddie. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  BEN  LEVASSEUR 


LEVASSEURS  VISITING 


MR.  &  MRS.  BEN  LEVASSEUR  AND  FA¬ 
MILY.  First  born,  Jeanne,  Alphonsine, 
Baby  Germaine,  Louis,  Mrs.  Levasseur, 
(Carolyn  a  sister)  Ben. 


FRONT  TO  BACK:  BEN'S  FAMILY.  Ger¬ 
maine,  Alphy,  Louis,  Baby  Leo,  Jeanne  & 
Alphonsine 
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(At  left) 

MR.  &  MRS.  BEN  LEVASSEUR,  SON  ROGER 


"THIS  IS  THE  WAY  WE  CUT  SEED,"  SAYS 
AZILDA  AND  MRS.  LEVASSEUR. 
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50TH  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  — 1965.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  "Alma  Bouchard"  Levasseur 
married  September  13,  1915.  Alphonsine  (Mrs.  Jos  Couturier),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levasseur, 
Jeanne  (Mrs.  Guy  St.  Pierre),  Lionel,  Camille,  Azilda  (Mrs.  Clarence  Plourde),  Roger, 
Germaine  (Mrs.  Elie  Roy),  Alphy,  Aurore  (Mrs.  Adrian  Cyr),  Louis. 


A  COOKOUT.  Marjie  L., 
Denise  Damboise,  Jennie  L. 
and  Linda  LaPlante 


OUR  DISHWASHERS  "O.K.  DAD,  WE'VE  GOT 

Donna  &  Marjie  YOU'  GIVE  US  A  RIDE!" 


OFF  TO  SCHOOL  IN  1960 
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ALPHY  L.  DIGGING  AT  DON 
LAPIERRE'S  OCT.  13,  1961. 


TWO  DAYS  AFTER  SNOWSTORM, 
OCTOBER  15,,  1961 


LEVASSUER'S  COUNTRY  STORE  AND  RED  &  WHITE  MO¬ 
TEL,  CABINS:  TWO  MILES  FROM  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 
ON  U.  S.  #1 


LEV  ASS  EUR  FAMILY. 
Frances  (Dumont),  Jennie 


FIRST  STORE  IN  CYR  PLANTATION. 

Leo  S.  Madore  now  the  Levasseur's 

country  store .  ...NOW! 
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L.  Marjie  and  Alphy. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Centennial  Anniversary  1870-1970 
P.  LORILLARD  INC. 


THE  ABOVE  PRODUCTS  ARE  AVAILABLE  AT: 


C  YR  ’S  TOBA  CCO  SHOP 
Van  Buren,  Maine 


SOLOMAN  DISTRIBUTORS  INC. 


Michelob  -  Budweiser  -  Schmidts 
Colt  45  -  Malt  Liquor 


CARIBOU ,  MAINE 


% 
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(At  left)  ROMEO  LEVESQUE'S 


Plowing  our  yard 


MR.  &  MRS.  ARTHUR,  MR.  &  MRS. 
ARCHILLE  MADORE. 


MARIE  MADORE  LEVESQUE  (a  Archille  Madore) 
Married  to  Joseph  Levesque.  ?  Masse,  Romeo  L. 
Grandmere  Madore,  Noel  L.,  Alphonse  L.,  Aunt 
Marie,  Joseph  L . ,  Arthur  L . ,  Archil le  L . ,  Minnie 
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VAN  BUREN  LIGHT  &  POWER  DISTRICT 


VAN  BUREN  WATER  DISTRICT 


GERVAIS  IGA 
PHONE :  207-728-4204 
395  Main  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 


GERRY  S  MUSIC  SHOP 

GUITARS  ■  AMPLIFIERS  ■  ORGANS  ■  RECORDS  ■  ACCESSORIES 

Phone :  207-728-4751 

394  Main  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 
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NOTES 


John  B.  Madore,  son  of  Solomon  and  grandson  of  Benjamin  Madore,  and  great  grand¬ 
son  of  Augustin  Madore.  While  in  law  practice  with  Peter  Charles  Keegan,  he  gave 
these  notes  to  his  cousin' Mrs.  Mildred  Smith  Gagnon.  She  gave  us  permission  to  use 
them  in  our  Centennial  Book. 


THE  FOLLOWING  IS  FROM  JOHN  B.  MADORE  NOTES: 


Taken  from  report  of  land  commissioners,  March  3,  1845,  page  26. 
TOWNSHIP  L,  RANGE  2,  REAR  LOTS 


Lot  No. 

NAMES 

When 

Commenced 

Acres 

Remarks 

5 

Beloni  Violette 

1837 

57.58 

Part  on  M 

6 

John  Baptiste  St.  Germain- 

-Dit  Ecureill  1838 

49.57 

DO. 

7 

Remi  Dumond 

1840 

75.78 

DO. 

8 

John  Baptist  Ouellette 

1841 

40.18 

DO. 

9 

Edward  Ouellette 

1841 

40.18 

10 

George  Madore 

1841 

101.1 

11 

Benjamin  Madore 

1841 

146.60 

12 

Xavier  Ouel lette 

1843 

65.58 

594.51 

Page  23, 

TOWNSHIP  NO.  18,  RANGE  6  CLEARED  RIVER  LOTS 

Augustine  Madore 

1838 

4-  59.70 

Benjamin  Madore,  Sr.,  according  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  appointed  under 
resolves  of  Feb.  29,  1844  and  April  2,  1854,  to  locate  grants  and  determine  the  extent  of 
possessory  claims,  under  the  late  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  page  26,  owned  and  occupied 
lot  number  1  1  ,  in  Township  L,  Range  2,  W.E.L.S.  (now  Cyr  Plantation)  Maine,  containing 

one  hundred  forty-six,  sixty  hundredths  (146.60)  commenced  in  1841. 

★  ★★★★★ 

Van  Buren,  Maine,  August  1,  1906: 

Aimable  Ouellette  of  Cyr  Plantation  said  that  my  great  grandfather,  Augustin  Madore, 
was  97  years  of  age  when  he  died  in  Van  Buren.  Augustin  Madore  was  born  in  1765  and  died 
in  1862. 

****** 

Van  Buren,  Maine,  August  29,  1907: 

Severe  Violette  of  Van  Buren,  age  75,  said  that  the  first  time  he  met  my  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Madore,  he  (Severe  Violette)  was  13  years  of  age,  about  1845.  He  said  my  grand¬ 
father,  Benjamin  Madore,  was  about  22  years  of  age  then,  was  very  industrious,  and  honest 
and  reliable.  He  was  very  kind  to  him  and  that  they  became  intimate  friends. 

He  said  that  at  that  time,  the  Madore  settlements  were  in  virgin  forest.  He  said  that 
my  great  grandfather  (Augustin  Madore)  and  my  grandfather  had  "struck"  in  the  forests  with 
nothing  but  an  ax  and  a  pair  of  white  oxen.  He  said  that  they  were  the  first  to  open  up 
those  settlements.  He  said  that  Benjamin  Madore  was  so  industrious  and  ambitious  that  it  was 
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said  that  when  evening  came  he  used  to  lie  down  on  the  stairway  and  sleep,  rather  than  go 
to  bed  upstairs  for  fear  that  he  wouldn't  wake  up  early  enough  . 

He  also  said  that  the  first  road  that  went  to  the  Madore  Settlement  started  at  the  farm 
of  Francis  Violette,  now  Ambroise  Violette  in  Van  Buren  (now  Valerine  Violette)  and  went 
in  an  "oblique  line"  to  the  Madore  Settlement. 

Mr.  Violette  said  that  in  1845  there  were  no  roods.  His  mother's  home  was  at  the  present 
site  of  the  St.  John  Lumber  Co.  Mills  (presently  known  as  the  former  Keegan  Mill).  There 
was  a  path  leading  from  the  house  to  the  river's  edge.  All  traveling  was  done  in  canoes  and 
when  they  went  to  town,  they  went  down  the  river  by  canoe.  A  short  time  afterwards,  the 
first  road  was  built.  The  flour  mill  was  then  in  the  same  place  in  Van  Buren  and  the  people 
brought  their  grain  to  the  mill  in  canoe  as  far  as  the  bank  of  the  St.  John  River,  opposite 
the  mill  and  then  they  brought  the  produce  over  a  path  that  led  from  the  bank  of  the  river  to 
the  mill.  The  mill  owned  an  ox  for  public  use  and  everybody  used  it  to  haul  their  grain  from 
the  river*bank  to  the  mill,  and  the  flour  from  the  mill  to  the. river  bank. 

Van  Buren,  Maine,  February  4,  1909 

Peter  Charles  Keegan,  my  great  uncle,  said  he  was  a  witness  to  my  grandfather's  (Ben¬ 
jamin  Madore)  will. 

His  father,  James  Keegan,  who  was  my  maternal  great  grandfather  and  who  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  was  called  to  my  grandfather's  (Benjamin  Madore)  home  to  make  the  latter's  will. 
P.C.  Keegan  went  along  to  be  a  witness,  although  he  was  only  7  or  8  years  old  then. 

He  described  my  grandfather,  Benjamin  Madore,  as  of  medium  height,  strongly  built, 
and  of  reddish  hair  and  complexion.  He  said  he  was  known  to  be  a  total  abstainer  of  liquor 
and  of  tobacco.  He  said  that  he  was  very  honest,  industrious  and  reliable  and  much  respected 
in  the  community.  He  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  workers  in  the  country.  He 
worked  almost  day  and  night,  often  times  not  stopping  for  his  meals,  and  with  too  light  cloth¬ 
ing  for  the  season.  He  thinks  he  was  not  more  than  37  or  38  when  he  died.  He  cleared  over 
100  acres  of  land  and  at  his  death,  left  large  farms  to  his  family  and  was  known  to  be  one  of 
the  wealthiest  men  in  this  part  of  the  St.  John  River  Valley. 

JOHN  B.  MADORE  APPOINTED  VICE  CONSUL  AT  ATHENS. 

Augusta,  Maine,  March  31,  1919,  it  is  learned  here  that  John  B.  Madore,  formerly  re¬ 
corder  Augusta  Municipal  Court,  has  been  appointed  vice  consul  at  Athens,  Greece 
The  office  pays  $2,000.00  and  traveling  expenses.  He  will  sail  from  New  York  City, 
going  direct  to  Marseilles,  France.  Soon  after  the  war  began,  Mr.  Madore  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  one  of  the  legal  assistants  in  Washington  in  the  War  Department,  and  has 
been  absent  from  this  city  for  nearly  two  years. 


Mr.&Mrs.Edw.  Langlais 
(Melvina  Madore) 


GENERATION  OF  AUGUSTIN 

AUGUSTIN  1st 
BENJAMIN  2nd 
PHI  LIAS  3rd 
ALBERT  4th 
MARGARET  5th 
DAVID,  PETER  &  SUSAN  6th 


Daugh  .  of  Benj .  Mrs.  Margaret  Madore-^  Smith 

&  sister  of  Philias  (1926)  (Son)  David**  Smith 


Child  in  front,  Veronique  M.  (Cote);  2nd  row, 
Joseph,  Mr.  Madore  (father);  Mrs.  Madore 
(mother,  formerly  Edith  Nadeau);  Anna  M. 
(Theriault),  Winifred  M.  (Fournier)  Dubay. 
Standing,  Willie,  Donat,  Albert,  Marthe  M. 
(Lebel) . 


MADORE  RD.,  far  left,  "La  grande  Cote 
Below,  Susan^th  and  Peter^th  Smith 


CONGRATULATIONS 


CAROLYN'S  CERAMIC  STUDIO 

CLASSES  -  SLPPLIES  -  FIRING 

Hamlin  Road ,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


FABIEN  CYR'S  GARAGE 
Main  St.,  Keegan,  Maine 


GERARD  VAILLANCOURT 

"DEALER' 

Global  Tire  Rubber  Co.  Ltd. 


"WORLD  WIDE  SAIEIY  SERVICE 

Main  St.,  Keegan,  Maine 


EONGEMIE  FORD  SALES 
Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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John  Madore,  oldest  son  of 
Solomon  &  Lucy  (Keegan)  Ma- 
dore.  Became  a  lawyer. 


MR.  &  MRS.  SOLOMON3rd  MA- 
DORE.  Mr.  Madore  (son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  brother  of  Philias  Ma¬ 
dore),  Margaret  4th,  Mrs.  Ma¬ 
dore  (Lucy  Keegan),  Joseph3^. 


(Below)  LAURA  VIOLETTE 
Sister  Guillaume 


REV.  JOSEPH  MADORE 
Son  of  Solomon  and  Lucy 
(Keegan)  Madore 


Margaret  Madore,  daugh.  of 
Solomon  &  granddaughter  of 
Benjamin;  now  Mrs.  John  Bur¬ 
dick  . 


Dorothy  Burdick  Hock^,  wife 
of  Paul  Hock  and  only  child  of 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Burdick. 


(At  right) 

6th  Generation  of  Augustin  Madore; 
Mike,  John,  Christopher,  Joseph 
sons  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Hock 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


SISTERS  OF  ST.  MARTHA 
Van  Buren ,  Maine 


M/SS  HENRIETTA  (Powers)  DIONNE 
Van  Buren,  Maine 


MR.  &  MRS.  TONY  BELL 
1390  S.W.  17 tb  St., 
Miami,  Florida 


MISS  MART1NE  PELLETIER 


"35  YEARS  TEACHING  IN  SAD  24" 


Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Me. 
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Sebastien  Madore's  teams  on  plow. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sebastien  Madore  (Sophie  Thibodeau) 


m 


Sophie  T.  Madore 
and  her  mother 
Mrs.  Xavier  Thibodeau 


Sebastien  Madore 


Grandmere  Sophie 
Thibodeau  Madore  and 
Corinne  Madore 


G-Mere  Julie  Parent 
Madore  &  G-Mere 
Sophie  Thibodeau  Madore 


(At  left) 

No  identification 


(At  right) 
Mattie 
G-Mere  Madore 


(At  left) 
Lottie,  Leo, 
Freda , 
Mattie, 
Lawrence 

(At  right) 
Sebastien 
Madore  and 
Gedeon 
Ouel  lette 
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EMERY  M. 


(At  right,  seated) 
Sebastien  Madore 
Simeon  Madore 
(Standing)  Euzebe 
Fournier,  Denis 
Ouel  lette 


JAMES  MADORE  PROUD  OF  HIS  1927  BUICK 


Lottie  M.,  Antoinette  Roy,  Mattie  Madore 


£  "r  'W %3SSSM  48 

Leo  M.,  Lawrence  Ayotte,  Lawrence  M.,  Louis 
Fournier.  Marthe  Cyr,  Mattie  M.,  Sadie  Ayotte, 
Bertha  Ayotte,  Lottie  M. 


(At  left) 

LAWRENCE  M., 
TONY  B., 

LEO  M. 
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JAMES  &  FREDA'  MADORE 


1.  > 


Margaret,  Isidore,  Mattie,  James,  Freda 


(Above  and  at  right) 

The  Madore's  and  the  Ayotte's 

(Below)  James,  Bertrand  & 
Velma  Madore.  Isidore  Dumond 


James,  Isidore,  Paul,  Mattie,  Edmond  Picard, 
Lottie,  Mother  Sophie  Madore,  Leo,  Lillian  & 
Corinne  Madore.  (Sebastien  Madore  family) 


(Above)  Fun  at  the  Madores.  (At  right) 
Lawrence  Madore's  store  on  corner  of 
Madore  &  Caribou  Rds .  -  211  - 


JOSEPH  &  VICTORIA  LEMIEUX 
(above) 

Joseph,  the  son  of  Francois  (Le  Noir)  Ma- 
dore,  was  born  in  1854.  He  had  three  brothers; 
Pierre,  Benjamin  and  Frank  "Francois".  Jo¬ 
seph  married  Victoria  Lemieux  in  1882, and  in¬ 
herited  his  father's  farm.  That  farm  was  opened 
in  1824  by  Denis  "a  Julien"  from  whom  Fran¬ 
cois  bought  the  farm.  Joseph  had  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Willia,  Hattie  and  Flavie .  Willie  mar¬ 
ried  Lydia  Nadeau  and  they  had  two  sons  and 
two  daughters;  Roger,  Conde,  Azillie  and  Rita. 
Conde  is  married  to  Beatrice  Cormier.  They, 
too,  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Rodney, 
Steven,  Mona,  Linda.  Conde  is  still  ,  on  the 
old  homestead  and  his  mother  is  making  her 
home  with  them . 


SEBASTIEN  MADORE  FAMILY. 

Pat  Martin,  Corinne  M.,  Mother  (Sophie 
Thibodeau  M.),  Lillian  (Ayotte),  Leo  M. 
Bertha  (Ayotte),  Paul,  Lottie,  Mattie, 
Lawrence  M. 

Tony  Bell,  Dorice  M.,  Isidore  Dumond, 
Freda  (Ouellette)  M.,  James  Madore 


MR.  AND  MRS.  TANIS  MADORE 


(AT  RIGHT) 
MRS.  JOSEPH  LEVESQUE 
Marie  (Archille)  Madore 


DEMERISE  MADORE,  wife  of  Urbain 
Ouellette.  Died  Oct.  4,  1944,  age  82 


AUGUSTIN  MADORE,  husband  of  So¬ 
phie  Picard.  Died  Nov.  16,  1929,  age 
77  years. 


mm 

Leo  A.  Madore  with  dog  Snap,  &  milk  wagon 


A  LA  DOUCE  MEMOIRE  DE 

Mme  SOPHIE  PICARD 
Epouse  bien  aimee  <ie 
Augustin  Mador  mV  lc  1  aout.lStil. 


(At  right)  PEA  CORMIER  and  wife 
Louise  (Madore)  with  daughters 
Marthe  and  Gerty 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  GEORGE  MADORE  AND  FAMILY.  John, 
Mrs.  Marie  Cyr  Madore  (mother),  Armand,  Mr.  Madore, 
Elridge,  Clifford,  and  Guy. 


MADORE  BROTHERS:  Guy,  Clifford,  Elridge, 
John  and  Armand. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


LA  BANQUE  PR0VINC1ALE 
DU  CANADA 

St.  Leonard ,  N.B. 


LENA’S  CERAMICS 

WHOLESALE  -  RETAIL 

Ceramic  Supplies;  Carefully  Cast  Greenware;  Personalized  Gifts!  ! 

Evening  Classes . September  thru  June 

" NORTHERN  MAINE'S  MOST  MODERN  CERAMIC  STUDIO ” 

Tel.  207-868-5775 

25  Violette  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


THELMA'S  BEAUTY  SALON 
Phone  868-2687 

Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


"CONGRATULATION  &  BEST  WISHES  ON  THIS  HAPPY  EVENT " 
OFFICERS  &  MEMBERS  DAUGHTERS  OF  ISABELLA 


EVANGELINE  CIRCLE  U 464 

" ORGANIZED  IN  I92B" 

Van  Buren,  Maine 

'  % 
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1967 


Leo  (a  Solomon)  Ouellette  family. 
Kenneth,  James,  Mr.  Ouellette, 
Mrs.  Ouellette  (Gert  R.  Martin), 
Roland,  Jeanet,  Roger,  Donald, 
Russel,  Armand,  Linda,  Gordon. 


URBAIN  OUELLETTE 
Husband  of  Demerise  Madore 
Died  in  Fall  River,  Mass, 
in  1930  at  70  yrs. 


Mrs.  Antoine  Ouellette 


ANTOINE  OUELLETTE 
Wife  was  Methaide  Picard 
Died  in  1925  at  73  yrs 


Donat  Ouellette 
at  age  20  (now  72) 

(At  left) 

Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Donat  Ouellette 


% 


MR.  &  MRS.  EDMUND  OUELLETTE 


Lionel  Ouellette 


MR.  &  MRS.  EDMUND  OUELLETTE 


MRS.  SIMEON  OUELLETTE 


SIMEON  OUELLETTE'S  HOMESTEAD 
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MARY  DEMEREST,  MRS.  ERNESTINE  OUELLETTE, 
GERTRUDE  AND  RUSSELL  OUELLETTE. 


ANTOINE  P.  OUELLETTE 


Martin  &  Anastasia  Ouellette 


MR.  &  MRS.  MARTIN  OUELLETTE 


(Below) 

Ludaer  Ouellette's  place 


Ludger  Ouellette 


(Left)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Teles 
Soucy.  (Right)  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peter  Levasseur. 


HAROLD  OUELLETTE'S 
FAMILY.  (The  last 
Ouellettes).  Daniel, 
Gene,  Harold,  Charleen, 
Mother  Gladys, 

Jacques,  Kevin,  Tim, 
Darilyn,  HaroldeenO., 
(bride  &  groom)  Larry 
Buettner,  Grandmother 
Jacques  &  Nadeen. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

MUTUAL  LIFE 


FARM  FAMILY  INSURANCE  COMPANIES 
AGENT:  MR.  PETER  H.  CYR 

PHONE:  OFFICE  207-868-2666  RES.  207-868-3377 


Star  Route  62,  Hamlin,  Maine 


HOUSE  OF  CARPETS 

FORTIN  BROTHERS 

PHONE:  207-868-2806 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


SIMONE’S  SHOES 

■SPECIALIZED  IN  CORRECTIVE  SHOES  FOR  CHILDREN" 
Womens  &  Childrens  Footwear  &  Handbags 

M  aiu  St.,  Keegan,  Maine 


VAN  BUREN  TASTEE  FREEZ 

■DELICIOUS  PIZZA  &  BARBECUE  CHICKEN" 
FAST  SERVICE  ■  ORDERS  TO  TAKE  OUT 
Prop.  Fernand  &  Ed u  in a  Thibodeau 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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D.  B.  OUELLETTE  HOMESTEAD 


ROLAND  OUELLETTE  WITH  DAUGHTERS, 
ROLANDE  AND  MONA. 


•• 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


CHANEL’S  ESSO 


Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


S.J.  MICHAUD  &  SON 
" The  Ski  Shop” 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


SAUCIER  IGA 


Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


THE  NEW  HAMMOND  HOTEL  ' 

"DANCING  NIGHTLY ” 


Prop.  Emile  &  Annette  Le  Brun 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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MARGUERITE  (OUELLETTE)  PARENT 
ALFREDA  (OUELLETTE)  MADCRE 


k 


FOUR  GENERATIONS.  Mrs.  Mar 
guerite  O .  Parent,  Mrs.  Maggie  Vi 
olette  O.,  Mrs.  Elio  Ouellette,  O 
dette  Parent. 


GUY  OUELLETTE 


MR.  &  MRS.  GUY  OUELLETTE  AND  FAMILY. 
(Front  row)  Yvette,  Gladys,  Rena,  Pauline, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ouellette,  Elio  and 

Gerald . 


AIMABLE'S  HOMESTEAD  (now  Guy's) 


GUY  OUELLETTE,  JOHN  AND  ANNA  VIOLETTE, 
MR.  AND  MRS.  MASSE,  MRS.  PAT  OUELLETTE, 
MRS.  GUY  OUELLETTE. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


GILBERT'S  AUTO  SUPPLY 
Mam  Street,  Van  Buren 


CHARETTE'S  JEWELRY 
Mam  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


YOUR  MONEY  S  WORTH  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 


HARRIS  THE  TAILOR 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


LOTS  OF  LUCK 

RICHARDS  PHARMACY 

Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


(At  left) 

MR.  &  MRS.  ONEZIME 
_  OUELLETTE  (BERTHA 
,  VIOLETTE) 


(At  right) 

ONEZIME  OUELLETTES 
Violet,  Harold,  Raymond,  Christine 
Carlene,  Gladys,  Joan,  Rachel 
Jacqueline,  Herman,  Clayton 
Jeannine,  Delia,  Glenda 


HUNTER:  GILMAN  OUELLETTE 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Antoine  Ouellette's  family, 
the  former  Fabrenie  Cormier.  Genevieve 
1 1,  Suzanne  9,  Paul  8,  Patrick  6,  Anna  3, 


1917,  when  Genevieve  took  charge 
of  the  family  after  Mother's  death. 
Standing,  Genevieve,  Anna.  Front 
row,  Philip,  Leona,  Justine. 


Onezime  2.  Taken  in  1906. 
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Mrs.  Pat  Ouellette 


Pat,  Onezime,  Suzanne  &  Genevieve 

(Right)  Onezime  Ouellette 


Mrs.  Pat  Ouellette  Lorraine,  Gerald,  Norman,  Edgar 
Mrs.  Michel  Lajoie 


Pat  &  Onezime  Ouellette  with 
International  Oliver  Planter. 


Pat  Lajoie,  Lorraine  Ouellette,  Mrs.  Pat  Ouellette 
In  upper  left,  the  schoolhouse  and  belfry  can  be 
seen  and  the  flag  waving  on  the  playground. 


Russell  Ouellette 


Edgar  Ouellette  and  Geiard 
Vaillancourt  with  manure 
spreader . 
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COMBINING  AT  OUELLETTE'S 


MR.  &  MRS.  PATRICK 
OUELLETTE  (HATTIE 
LAJOIE) 


THIS  BEAR  WAS 
KILLED  ON 
NORMAN'S  FARM 


NORMAN  &  TWO  LIVE  CUBS 


STUCK  IN  THE  SNOW!  DENIS  OUELLETTE 
AND  SONS.  HELPING  IS  PAUL  O. 


MICHELE  LAJOIE  FAMILY 
TAKEN  DURING  WORLD  WAR  II 
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HUNTER  NOT  IDENTIFIED 


MR.  &  MRS.  NORMAN  OUELLETTE  AND 
FAMILY.  (Front  row)  Brian,  Sandra,  Ida, 
Shirley,  Glenn  and  Reed.  (Back)  Ronald, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ouellette  (the  former  Paul¬ 
ine  Martin),  Janet,  Norma  &  Ivan.  1968 


(At  left) 

PAT  OUELLETTE'S  HOMESTEAD 
NOW  NORMAN  P.  O.'s. 


rin  and  bear  it: 

A  tax  collector  has  what  it  takes  to  take  what  you've  got. 

Radar  spelled  backwards  is  r-a-d-a-r;  they've  go  you 
coming  and  going. 

The  surest  way  to  make  it  hard  for  your  children  is  to 
make  it  soft  for  them. 

People  who  claim  their  prayers  aren't  answered, 

don't  realize  that  sometimes  the  answer  is  "No". 

By  the  time  a  man  is  in  shape  to  buy  a  wife  beautiful 
clothes,  she  isn't. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


LE  BRUN  S  CLEANERS 


"WEA THERIZING  -  ELECTRONIC  DRY  CLEANING " 


Prop.  Melvin  Madore 

State  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
— - r 


DR.  &  MRS.  REGIS  LEVESQUE 


"DENTIST'' 

St.  Leonard,  N.B. 


VAN  BUREN  MOTORS 

" AUTHORIZED  CHEVROLET  DEALER" 


16  Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


GATEWAY  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 
PHONE:  207-868-3000 
130  Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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MR.  &  MRS.  JOSEPH  OUELLETTE 


ONEZIME  OUELLETTE  MRS.  ONEZIME  OUELLETTE 

(MARIE) 

(Left)  COUPLES,  I  to  r,  Denis  Ouellette  and  Rosa  Castonguay, 
Onezime  M.  Ouellette  and  Marie  Ouellette, 

Edmund  Ayotte  and  Annie  Ouellette 


LUCIEN  OUELLETTE 
and  his  sister  Irene 


LUCIEN  OUELLETTE 


3  yrs  old 


(At  left)  LUCIEN  OUELLETTE,  1  yr  old 


% 


-  232  - 


Onezime  M.  Ouellette  homestead  in  1920 


MR.  &  MRS.  ONEZIME  OUELLETTE 
Sophie  Parent,  Onezime's  2nd  marriage 


HAYING  TIME 
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ONEZIME'S  IN  WINTER 


MAN  NOT  IDENTIFIED. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  LUCIEN  OUELLETTE 
PERCHED  ON  CAR 


Vh 


i  m 


LUCIEN  OUELLETTE'S  OLD 
HOUSE  ON  MADORE  RD. 


Maxine  Ouellette  Lajoie,  Anne  Marie 
Ouellette  Doucette,  Stella  Ouollefte. 


(At  left) 

EDMUND  AYOTTE'S  FAMILY 
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Compliments 


MR.  &  MRS.  ED  TH  IB  AULT 


Van  Buren,  Maine 


FINDLEN  DRUGS 

JOHN  &  HENRY  HEBERT  -  ROSA  IRE  VIOLETTE 

Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


R.  "KENO”  DUBA  Y 

"ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTOR " 

Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


SENATOR  &  MRS. 
ELMER  VIOLETTE 
Van  Buren,  Maine 
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KATE 


JULIE 


JOHN 


PETER 


NANCY 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ROBERT  POWERS 

Robert  Powers  lived  in  Cyr  Plantation;  married  Mary  Farrell, 
his  first  wife;  then  Cezarine  Michaud,  his  second  wife.  All 
his  children  were  born  in  Cyr  Plantation.  (2nd  wife  above) 


MARGARET 


GEORGE 


AGNES 


PATRICK 
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DENNIS 


SOUCY  &  DUB  AY 


VAN  HEUSEN  MENS  WEAR 
FRESH  MEAT  &  GROCERIES  -  BEER 


Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


MARTIN  S  HARDWARE 

"EST.  1876" 

FURNITURE  -  BUILDING  MATERIALS 
PHONE:  207-868-2736  Prop:  Gabbie  Martin  For  25  Years 

Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


JOHN'S  RESTAURANT 

OPEN  6  a.m.  to  10  f).m. 

"FAST  SERVICE  &  DELICIOUS  MEALS" 

Main  Street ,  Van  Buren ,  Maine 
CHARETTE  S  MOBIL  SERVICE 

GAS  -  OIL  -  ACCESSORIES 
SERVICE  &  GENERAL  REPAIRS.  PHONE  207-868-7175 

"Wallace  Porter,  Mechanic  For  Automatic  Transmission" 

171  Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


.  238  - 
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FIVE 

GENERATIONS. 

Grand-Mere 

Beline 

Levasseur,  Mrs. 
Cyprien  Lajoie, 
Mrs.  Frank 
Levesque,  Mrs. 
Rene  Vail lan- 
court,  Rene 
May  Vaillan- 
court 


(At  left) 

Frank 

Vail  lancourt, 
Rosa  ire, 
Nestor 


* 


FRANK  VAILLANCOURT 


TOMMY  &  OLIVE  VAILLANCOURT 


CYPRIEN  LAJOIE 


ODELIE  VAILLANCOURT 
ONEZIME  MAZEROLLE 


n 


(At  left) 

\  LAJOIE  OR 

VAILLANCOURT 
BOYS 
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ROSAIRIO 
LAJOIE 
(man  on 
right  of 
picture) 


(Standing)  Frank,  Rene,  Abel,  Rose,  Mildred,  Elise,  Patrick 
Dora;  (kneeling)  George  D.,  Ray,  Abel  (son)  Gerard 

and  Sylvio  Vaillancourt 

(Bottom  left  picture)  RENE  VAILLANCOURT  FAMILY 
Vynol,  Delton,  Nestor,  Rosaire,  Herven,  Marilene 
Rene,  Frank,  ReneMae 


c 

V  w  1 


PATRICK  VAILLANCOURT 
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(At  right)  HERBY  VAILLANCOURT'S  FAMILY 
Pat,  Herby,  Simone,  Lynn,  Sue 
Lisa,  Glenn,  Ann 


limit  I  I  I 


Compliments 


CYR'S 

NEIGHBORHOOD  STORE 

GROCERIES  -  COLD  MEATS  &  BEER 

M  ain  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 


W.  PARADIS  &  SON 

7  * 

4^  Franklin  St., 

Van  Buren,  Maine 


DR.  &  MRS. 
PAUL  CYR 

"DENTIST" 


Van  Buren,  Maine 
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DR.  &  MRS. 
O'NEIL  LABBE 

Van  Buren,  Maine 


■Hw 

Mrs.  Mary  Parks  &  daughters, 
Geneva  and  Lena 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Parks 
once  lived  in  Cyr  Plan¬ 
tation.  Golden  Wedding. 


Demerise  &  Pit  Leblanc 


1st,  Bee  Michaud;  3rd,  Onezime  Mazerolle; 
5th,  Paul  Levasseur.  Rest  not  identified. 


t 


n 


v\i 


MR.  &  MRS.  ANTOINE  CASTONGUAY 
lived  at  the  corner  of  Madore  Rd.  They 
both  died  the  same  day  from  poison  water, 
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Fred  Masse's  wedding  with  Cecile 
Lajoie  and  Patrick  Masse. 

Adrienne  Ouellette 
Leon  Deveau 
Delina  Rossignol 
Roger  Madore 
Anita  Rossignol 
Walter  Roy,  Azillie 
Madore,  Ludger 
Ouellette 


Willie  Parent,  Mike  Lavoie,  Thaddee 
Lajoie,  B.  Martin. 


1 


DAVID  TARDIF  —  Hop  in! 


2nd  horse  digger  -  Pat  O. 


George  Sirois,  Madeleine  Sirois,  Evelyn  Bouchard, 
and  Joseph  Sirois  in  front  of  Modeste  Sirois  old 
house. 


/ 


'Miw  JHHwW  -  me?'  * 

1st  horse  digger  -  Come  Cormier 


2-row  digger 


Early  days  of  truck  hauling 
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Those  were  the  days — Cormier's 


Potato  harvester  of  today 


Horse  racing  on  the  St.  John  River 


(At  right)  Music  appreciation  in  the  ' 20's 
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The  first  cars  to  use  the  newly  opened  road. 


************ 


REMEMBER  ! 
WHEN:  * 


You  counted  out  your  eggs  in  a  polk. 

You  weighed  your  own  potatoes  and  crackers. 
You  had  to  bake  cakes  without  mixes. 

You  never  thought  of  fresh  corn  or 
tomatoes  in  November. 

You  bought  the  kids  a  nickel’s  worth 
of  assorted  loose  cookies. 

You  had  your  purchase  totaled  on  a 
piece  of  wrapping  paper. 

You  hoped  there  was  enough  ice  at  home 
to  keep  your  steak  overnight. 

Little  girls  spent  Saturday  mornings 
polishing  oil  lamp  chimneys. 

Little  boys  chopped  and  carried  in  wood. 
Mother  washed  on  a  wash  board. 

Mother  cooked  on  the  stove  over  a  wood  fire. 


245  - 


LEO  (JOE)  DUMOND 


CONTRACTOR 

BACKHOE  DIGGING 
SNOW  REMOVAL 


PHONE:  207-868-3960  RES. 

207-993-3580  CAMP 


21  Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


KEN'S  CAR  WASH  25C 

"WASH  YOUR  CAR  THE  WAY  YOU  WANT  IT" 


PHONE:  207-868  39 60 


State  Street,  Van  Buren, 


DR.  E.R.  MORNEAULT 


Maine 


" OPTOMETRIST " 

GENERAL  &  CONTACT  LENSES 

Main  Street,  Mad au' a  ska,  Maine 


MADAWASKA  TASTEE  FREEZ 


Prof).  Gilman  &  Rnutte  Cyr 

Phone:  207-728-4345 
Main  Street,  Madawaska,  Maine 
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FRENCH  PLAY 


The  following  3-act  play  was  composed  by  Mrs.  Martha  Cyr  Genest  in  November  1946.  The  play 
was  scheduled  for  its  first  audience  on  December  8,  1946,  but  was  canceled  due  to  the  accidental 
death  of  Mrs.  Genest's  daughter,  Louisette. 

It  is  written  in  a  French  dialect  that  is  spoken  in  the  area.  We  are  honored  to  have  the  privilege 
of  publishing  the  play  in  our  Centennial  book.  We  hope  that  the  play  will  someday  be  performed. 


THE  PLAY  IS  ABOUT  "LES  PREMIERE  NOCES,  CHEZ  FRANCIS,  LE  RETOURE  DES  MARIERS" 

(THE  FIRST  WEDDING  AT  FRANCIS  AND  THE  RETURN  OF  THE  BRIDE  &  GROOM) 

CUISINE  DU  PREMIER  TEMPS,  TAPISSER  AVEC  DES  GAZETTES,  VIEUX  POELE,  UNE  CHEVILLE 
POUR  METTRE  LE  SCEAU,  PETITE  TABLE  AVEC  LAVEMA1N,  PETIT  QUART  A-COCHON  DANS  UN 
COIN,  TABLE  A  MANGER  DANS  LE  COIN  DU  POELE,  PAIN  SUR  LE  DESSUS  QUI  LEVE,  BERCANTE, 
LA  GRAND-MERE  SE  BERCES  EN  TRICOTANT,  DES  CHAUSSONS  SECHE  SOUS  LE  POELE,  LA  BOITE 
A  BO  IS  EST  PLEINE,  LES  ENFANTS  SONT  ASSIS  ICI  ET  LA,  JOUE  AVEC  LE  CHAT,  CRUCIFIX  AUX 
MURS,  LAMPS  A  HUILE,  ETC . 


PERSONNAGES 


MARGUERITE . LA  MERE 

JOSEPH . SON  MARI 

GRAND-MERE . STAZIE 

GRAND-PERE . FRANCIS 

PAPINO . 

FIRMIN . ENFANT 


PHEMIE . 

ANNE . 

LA  FINE . LA  MARIER 

Tl  TOUNE . LE  MARIER 

LENORE . LA  MALCOMODE 

TANTE . LODIE 


MARIE  (y)  XMAS,  BUCKWHEAT . LA  FILLE  A  NOEL  SARASIN 

VENUE  DES  STATES,  POUR  LES  NOCES  A  SA  NIECE 


SIX  TIME  GODAM . GARCON  A  SIEGFROID  GODIN 

CAVALIER  A  MARY  XMAS . 


GARCON  ET  FILLES  POUR  LA  VEILLEE  DES  NOCES. 


PRELUDE,  AVANT  SCENE  (BETWEEN  ACTS) 


ACT  1  —  PREMIER 

AVANT  SCENE..  .Jeune  femme  et  fillette,  bien  misse,  se  promenant . 

LOUISE. .  .Martian  je  sais  pas  avec  quel  toy  jouer,  mon  bycycle  est  pus  a  la  mode,  les  autres 
en  ont  des  new  ones,  puis  moi  el  faut  que  j'attende  later  pour  en  avoir  un...new.  Can  I  go 
to  the  pictures,  and  can  I  wear  my  shorts,  I  don't  care  if  the  nuns  don  t  like  it,  it  s  so  cute... 
pis  ca  I'air  b'en  plus  fin ..  .hein ..  .Toots ... . 

MAMAN  TOOTS... Oh  shut  up  will  you,  you  have  too  many  things.  Si  tu  avals  seulment  les 
toys  qu'on  avait  nous  autres  quand  j'etais  jeune,  tu  en  aurais  pas  gros. .  .Fallait  bercer  les  'p'tits. 
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laver  les  couches,  pis  etudier  toujours.  Vous  autres  vous  avez  jamais  de  home  work,  b  faire,  la 
classe  finlt  a  2-30,  tandis  que  nous  autres  on  arrivait  le  soir  a  6  heures.  On  etait  quart 
pensionaires,  et  dans  ce  temps  la,  on  avait  pas  le  temps  de  penser  au  movies,  il  y  en  avait 
pas....Je  t'assure  que  quand  ma  mere  disait,  qui'sque  c'est  ca  ce  ti  pendore  I'a,  qu'est  encore 
a  la  porte  avec  toi...ell  p'tit  gas,  fichait  le  quanq . . .  c'etait  pas  long.... 

LOUISE...  £a  fait  pas  de  mal  ca  d'avoire  des  boy  friends ..  .c'est  la  mode... 

MAMAN  TOOTS ..  .Ecoute,  j'va  te  conter  comment  on  etais  nous  autres.  You  want  think  of 
kicking  about  our  way  of  living,  si  t'avais  vu  la  cusine,  quand  il  y  avait  toujours  un  chaudron 
de  patates  a  cochon  qui  cuisait,  de  la  mush  pour  le  poules  avec  du  gru,  les  couches  qui 
bouillait  dans  le  lessie.  Ton  p'tit  ne  fin  aurait  pas  pu  sentir  ca,  va,pis  on  brulait  pas  d'encens 
dans  ce  temps  la,  quand  ca  sentait  trop  mauvais,  on  ouvrait  la  porte,  et  des  fois  c'etait  encore 
pire,  les  poules  rentrait  dans  la  cuisine,  les  veaux,  pis  les  cochons  etait  devant  la  porte,  qui 
ce  chicanait,  ou  qui  mangait  les  restant  de  la  table,  jete  la  pour  le  chien.  Allons  qa  soir  et 
je  fais  le  portrait  de  notre  cuisine,  Un  bon  soir.... 

AU  LEVER  DU  RIDEAU,  LA  MERE  EST  APRES  FAIRE  DES  PLUGS _ ELLE  TIENT 

LE  P’TIT  DERNIER  SUR  SA  HANCHE . 

MARGUERITE ..  .Mouman,  donner  y  done  un  p'tit  peu  de  graise  de  rot  avec  du  sucre  d'erable  sur 
son  coton,  pour  I'amuser  afin  que  j'peuve  f in? r  mes  plugs ..  .Joseph,  va  arriver  pour  souper,  faut 
que  ca  s'eye  pret,  Les  pattes  de  cochons  sont  assez  quites,  asteur  je  va  faire  de  la  sauce.  .  Les 
enfants,  avez  vous  rentrer  les-.  arbes  salees . . .  .assisez  vous  done,  toi,  Firmin !  ! ,  lache  le  chat, 
Phemie,  pis  Anne,  etudier  votre  Catechist  pour  pas  avoir  honte  dimanche  quand  le  Pere  Janisson 
va  vous  le  demander.  Faite  nous  done  honneur  un  peu,  vous  autres  les  jeunes,  les  plus  vieux 
ont  pas  eu  c'ta  chance  I'a  eux  autres,  y  travail  le  a  se  creuve,  aussi  tot  qui  avait  la  couche  part 
du  dearie  re . 

ME-MERE . . .  Veux  tu  que  j'baratte?  la  p'tite,  on  pourra  avoir  du  lait  d'beure  pour  souper . 

Anne,  as  tu  laver  le  Tuyau  du  fanal?  Ton  Grand-Pere  va  t'donner  des  coups  de  mittaines,  si 
y  est  pas  pre's. 

C'est  c'ta  pauvre  Sophie  a  Ladore,  qu'est  encore  a  platte  au  litte,  les  sauvage  ont  passe  hier, 
pis  y  ont  laisse  un  gros  garqon...Une  chance  que  Grand  Mere,  Beline,  etait  la,  a  va  c'rechappe 
dans  rien  d'temps . . . . Les  enfants  ont  feu  assez  peur  des  sauvages  qui  sont  toutes  alters  coucher,  su, 
Horace. . . . 

MARGUERI  TE . . . .  Je  sais  pas  comment  qu'a  va  passer  a  trovers  de  ca,  a  avait  pas  mal  une  jambe 
brissee  les  Peres  y  ont  ete,  y  vont b'en-rachappee,  c'ta  grosse  famille  de  bon  a  rien  qu'a  la, 
deux  infirme,  avec  ca  qui  sont  pas  riche  non  plus...Je  peut  b'en  remercier  le  bon  Dieu,  que 
J'en  ai  eu  dixhuit,  pas  infirme,  tous  vivant,  pi  pas  laite  non  plus,  avec  ca  qui  sont  toutes 
vaillants  comme  leur  Pere. 

JOSEPH... Bon  j'ere^b'en  que  je  sus  enmorphose,  ma  vache  rouge  est  morte...a  I'a  mange  de  la 
poisson  a  patate  sur  archille  a  matin,  apres  la  grosse  tempete  d'hier  les  cloture  etait  toute  a  bas, 
j'ai  travailler  une  grosse  partit  de  la  nuite,  est  ca  ma  pas  porte  chance ...  .J'cre  b'en  que  I'bon 
Veux  nous  a  abandonneC  . . . 

ME-MERE ..  .Dis  pas  ca  Joseph,  c'est  peche  qa...  pauvre  enfant  va,  si  t'avais  passe  a  trovers  de 
quoi  que  ton  pauvre  pere  a  passe  en  vous  elevant,  tu  serais  pas  pret  a  donner  ton  beau  1  ot  du 
nors  au  cure,  pour  etre  sur  pied  comme  t'es  la... bonne  maison,  a  manger  en  masse,  pas  trop  de 
grosse  maladis,  une  bonne  femme  etout  par  dessus  le  marche. .  .Blaspheme  pas  tu  pourrais  avoir 
pire....  .. 

MARGUERITE ...  .Ca  c'est  vrais  sa  mere,  nous  autres  on  devraient  remercier  la  ste.  vierge  de  pas 
passer  au  trovers  de  quoi  que  nos  peres  ont  passe.  Comme  I'annee  du  grand  cholera  les  enfants 
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ca  mourraient  drus  comme  des  mouches,  pis  I'anne^  des  fievres  noires,  su  Ozime  on  perdue  trois 
grand  personnes . .  .ma  foi  de  pichette,  sa  creuvait  le  coeur  d'entendre  confer  ca,  le  monde  qui 
braillait  dans  les  chemins,  les  maisons  remplit  de  malades,  qu'avait  personnes  pour  meme  y  donner 
a  boire.  On  devrait  remercier  la  providence,  et  se  trouver  content  de  s'voir  greyer  comme  ca 
et  que  je  soye  encore  su  pied,  c'Tannee,on  a  du  lin  en  masse,  on  va  faire  un  frolic,  pour  le 
brayer,  et  pi  echarpire  la  laine.  Les  enfant  pourront  se  mettre  dans  la  remise,  pis  faire 
I'epluchette  du  ble  d'inde....La  Fine  pi  ti  Tou,  seront  revenu  de  leur  voyage  de  noce.  a 
pourra  nous  aider  un  peu  a  mettre  les  pieces  su  le  metier... on  I'd  la  couture  de  laine  a  faire 
une  piece  de  catalogne,  pi  faut  b'en  monter  une  piece  de  drayette,  pour  habiller  ti  Jean,  asteur 
qui  va  voir  les  filles,  y  faut  du  butin  comme  les  autres,  Jos  Carbonneau  y  fait  les  plus  beaux 
souliers  de  beoufs,  faut  y  aider  y  donne  tout  son  argent  as  son  pere,  C' Tun  bon  garcon  ca,  la 
femme  qui  va  le  prendre  va  avoir  un  homme  de  coeur. 

JOSEP H . . . .  Vite  donne  moi  de  lesprit  de  tourmentine,  pi  des  gunilles  de  laine,  ma  jument  noir 
a  les  blackwaters . . .  .ca  parle  au  yable,  la  malchance  me  cour,  apres  la  vache  c'est  le  cheval.... 
puis  pour  aShevee  tout,  Beloni  Michaud  vient  de  passer,  pi  y  m'a  dit  que  Zaie  a  Dedime  a  vu 
Nore^  Gagnon,  y  veut  rien  y  pKeter,  pis  les  Martin  paye  inque  25  cent  du  quart  pour  les  patates, 
en  effet  et...tu  comprene  que  ca  v'etre  dure  c't'hiver,  y  va  avoir  de  la  misere  noir  partout.  Je 
vas  halier  du  bois  jusq'au  neige,  pis  je  vas  sacre  mon  camp  dans  les  chanti&re  du  bonnehomme 
Cook....Je  ere"  b'en  que  je  serai  pas  excittee  pour  les  Fetes.  Mais  inquire  toi  pas  ma  vielle, 
j'va  t'arrangeravant  de  partir,  je  vas  traverser  de  I'autre  C<3te^  un  bon  soir  a  brunante,  pour  pas 
que  le  Pere  James  Crawford  me  voye,pis  je  va  t'acheter  un  stock  de  moru  saler,  du  lare  a 
bean,  un  quart  de  karassine,  du  rie,  pi  de  la  caseonade,  t'a  encore  ton  100  livre  de  sucre 
blanc,  avec  la  sirop  d'erable  pi  le  sucre,  tu  passrera  b'en  I'hiver.  Tete  b'er*  que  je  reviendrai 
reveillonner  avec  vous  autres... bon  vite  ma  jument  va  b'en  etre  su  le  <&te. .  .arrive  don  lenore 
avec  mes  guenilles . 

LENORE ..  .B'en  oui  Poupa,  bon,  le  p'tits  jumeux  etaient  apres  jouer  a  cachette  dans  la  grande 
chambre  pis  ont  renverser  le  pot,  Faillait  b'en  que  j'nettoye  qa,  C’est  moi  qui  a  tout  les 
salopiesa  faire  icitte,  Phemie,  elle  a  s'ere  assez,  c'est  I'e  pain  sucre^  de  la  famille.  Touche  y 
pas  el  le . . .  .oui,  si  j'peu  s'apre^ mon  camp  en  ville  un  de  c'est  bon  jours,  les  poules  auront  b'en 
des  dents  dans  I'dos  avant  que  j'arvienne  icitte.... 

G-PERE. .  .J'te  dira  b'en  ma  fille,  que  si  ta  grandmere  avait  parle^comme.  ca  quand  qu'a  etait 
jeune,  le  diable  y  aurait  b'en  apparut,  on  apprend  toujours  a  viellir . 

ME-MERE _ Farme  toi  done  Francis,  C'est  pas  tes  affaires  c^a,  I'aisse  Marguerite  elever  ses 

filles  tu  seule,  a  n'a  assez  a  faire.... 

MARGUERITE _ Vites  les  enfants,  mettez  la  table  pu'on  soupe  de  bonheur  ton  pere  va  b'en 

passer  la  nuite  a  la  grange ...  .Pauvre  vie  toujours,  a  chaqu'un  ses  miseres,  mais  y  en  a  qui  en 
ont  plus  qui  peuvent  essuyer. .  .Bonne  Ste  Anne!  aider  moi  que  je  m'decourage  pas . . 

DING  DONG,  LA  CLOCHE  DE  L'EGLISE  SONNE . 

ENCORE  un  bapteme,  c'est  vrais,  Marcel ine  pis  le  Bedeau  font  baptise  encore  un  autre  p'tit 
Bedeau  neuf...si  y  peuve  le  rechapper  s'ti  I 'a,  y  pourra  b'en  remplacer  s'pauvre  Joseph . 

FIRMIN . .  .Mouman,  j'ai  cassee  des  oeufs  en  revenant  de  la  grange,  sa  paisait  assez  c'panier 
I 'a,  y  en  a  encore  b'en  assez. .  .Ousque  qui  sont  eux  autres,  moi  je  travail  le  tout  le  temps.,  .pis 
y  court  les  chemins . . . y  vont  voir  les  fi  I  les  dans  I e  jour  asteur . . . 

G-MERE. .  .Fais  attention  mon  p'tit,  les  oeufs  a  .  1 5q  la  douzaine,  qa  monte  vite  ca...Voie  tu 
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Cette  semaine  ta  Mere  a  vendu  pour' $5.37  a  un  Americhain  qui  a  donne  .25$  la  livre  pour  du 
beure,  et  pis  $1  .00  chaque  pour  deux  poulets.  J'y  avais  donne  du  sucre  du  pays,  pi  j'ai  eu  32$ 
pour,  y  etais  pas  mal  gros  c'est  vrais,  Ensuite  quand  les  p'tites  filles  sont  revenue. .  .y  avait 
vendu  toutes  leur  charge  de  legumes,  meme  les  cerises  a  grapes,  la  femme  a  ti  Joseph  Martin 
yeux  a  donne  50$  pour.  Faut  que  votre  mere  vous  achette  des  souliers  pour  I'autonne  avec  qa, 
le  cordonnier  vous  en  fait  des  bons...pi'a  la  b'en  des  p'tite  chosesNa  acheter  pour  elle...qu'a 
c'est  toujour  prives  depus  qu'a  marier,  asteur  que  qa  va  mieux  a  pourrait  b'en  s'achetter  un  brin 
de  toilettes  pour  I'hiver. .  .Marie  Michaud  va  y  faire  son  coat  d'astracan,  vous  autres  votre 
Grand-Pere  a  passe  des  belles  peaux  de  blettes  pour  vous  faire  des  colets. . .  .J'vas  aider  a  votre 
mere,  apres  que  les  mariers  soit  revenue ..  .puis  vous  serez  pret  pour  I'hiver. 

JOSEPH ..  .Alume  un  autre  bougis  a  Ste  Vierge,  sa  Mere,  ma  Jument  va  meiux,  pis  tu  poura 
porter  un  bon  morceau  de  cochon,  a  Metelde,  pour  le  cure",  en  remerciement,  Le  Bon  Yeux  est 
bon,  apres  toute. . . . 


FIN  PREMIER  ACTE 


***************************** 


2'  IEME  ACTE 
ENTRE 

IN  BETWEEN  THE  ACT 

AGNES... Hi  there,  ain't  it  terrible,  imagine,  I  paid  89$  for  eggs,  et  pis  90$  pour  du 
beure,  gosh  le  pasteurized  milk  est  monte  a  20$  etout,  Really  I  don't  see  how  we  can  man¬ 
age... By  the  way,  did  you  see  her  last  nite  at  the  cocktail  room.  She  certainly  was  gay 
and  did  she  have  a  swell  time... I  bet  her  dress  cost  around  $40.00  and  she  has  a  new  one 
every  party... Je  sais  pas  comment  caqu'apeut  faire  pour  arriver.... 

ALICE...  I  know,  but  you  should  have  seen  her  husband ..  .was  he  tight... and  you  know  who 
he  was  with. ..don't  you  ahem ...  Say  are  you  coming  for  a  lobster  feed  tonight?  The  gang 
will  be  there.... the  kids  don't  mind,  for  they  all  go  to  the  show,  it's  not  much  of  a  kid's 
picture,  but  they  have  to  learn  these  things  to  get  an  education ...  .a  leur  age... on  etait 
assex  niaisseux . .  .on  avait  toujours  peur  de  faire  parler  de  nous  autres... now  you've  got  to 
have  oomph  and  glamour...  to  belong  to  society ...  .it's  a  funny  world,  if  our  grandmothers 
would  come  back,  they'd  have  a  fit.... 

AGNES... Dans  ce  temps  la,  qa  courait  pas  tout  le  temps  comme  on  fait,  ils  avaient  le 
temps  de  se  voir,  dans  les  families,  moi,  j'ai  presque  pas  le  temps  de  dormir  its  one  Club 
after  the  other,  parties  here  and  there. .  .takes  all  my  time  to  answer  the  phone.... but  its 
a  swell  old  world  after  all.... 

ALICE ...  Let's  go  across  the  river  at  once,  I've  something  to  find  out  about... tu  sais... 
Coming?  My  car  is  across  the  road.... 


ACT  2 

Priere  du  soir,  en  famille,  une  chandelle  brOle  en  avant  de  la 
Ste  Vierge...  La  famille  est  a  genoux,  I 'air  en  paix.  les  enfant  sont 
a  motie  en  dormi...le  p'tit  est  coucher  sur-e  un  tapis... le^ 
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autres  sont  plus  ou  moins  endormies,  le  chat  sous  le  poele... 

La  bouilloire  chante....le  menage  est  faite...Le  grand  pere 
dit  le  chapelet,  ga  repond,  endormie,  et  en  chantant.... 

ON  FRAPPE... 

PE-PERE...OUI,  QUI  EST  LA... 

UNE  VOIX. . .  .C'est  moi,  Alexis,  Papino,  rouve  moi  la  porte,  Francis ..  .(Papino  rentre.... 
se  traine  les  les  pieds  sur  la  tapis,  laisse  de  I 'a  bous  a  terre,  m^t  son  paquet  pendu  sur  un 
baton, ''a  terre  et  se  met  a  genoux...) 

PAPINO. _ (PRIS  FORT)  SALU  MARIE  PLEINE  DE  LARD,  SA  FAIT  ASSEZ  LONGTEMPS 

QUE  TU  COURAILLE  SU  LA  MURAILLE,  JE  T'ECRASE  T' EST  FINI.... 

Les  enfants  pouffe  de  rire,  le  pere,  les  tappes,  la  mere,  essey  de  leur  faire  des  signes... 
...Papino  leur  donne  des  paparmene . .  .qui  prend  dans  ca  chemises.... 

PAPINO ..  .Laisse  les  done  ses  pauvres  creatures,  y  auront  ben  le  temps  de  prier,  quand  y 
y  seront  vieux. .  .faut  que  la  jeunesse  se  passe.... 

ME-MERE . .  .Pi,  comme  pa,  Papino,  t'es  encore  coureux  de  chemin . .  .Quelles  sortes  de 
blagues  que  t'a  b  nous-conter  a  soir.... 

PAPINO ..  .Moe,  des  blagues,  ma  foi  du  bon  geux,  j'ai  jamais  conter  de  menterie  de  ma 
vie...J'ai  ben  voyage,  depuis  1'ete"  passee,  mais  pas  vu  ri  en  comme  quoi  qui  est  arrive^ 
hier  ^3  soir,  au  Campe  du  garcon  a  Ti-Toine  a  la  Sanford.... 

LES  VOIX:  Qu'est  qui  est  arrive,  Papino,  foure  nous  pas  trop,  la.... 

PAPINO ..  .Comme  que  si  que  je  fourais  les  autres,  moe^  ^Comme  que  je  vous  disais,  on 
venait  yinque  d'allumer  une  pipe  apres  souper,  le  campe  etait  plein  de  boucanne,  pis  sa 
sentait  pas  trop  bon,  y  en  avait  qu'avait  manger  un  peu  trop  de  bin,  pis  de  soupe  au 
pois. .  .toujours  qu'on  attend  crier ...  .uncris  de  mort....a  moe,  a  moe'T.Jes  hommes,  pis  la 
porte  ce  rouvre  comme  dlun  coup  de  vent. ...pis  le  petit  jaune  a  Baptiste  a  Christophe, 
rentre  tout  essoufle . .  .les  yeux  gros  comme  mon  poing....le  feu  au  visage ....  les  sueurs 
I'abimait,  y  se  laisse  tomber  sur  un  bunk... on  se  met  a  I'entour. .  .Ti-Noir  a  Charlit, 
avait  un  petit  f  logon  de  John  .De  Kyper....y  en  donne  un  petit  coup ...  .Petit  Jaune  commence 

a  ravenir  un  peu . toujours  pour  piquer  au  plus  court,  il  nous  dit  qu'il  avait  ete  couru 

par  un  FEU  FOLLET . 

LES  ENFANT  EN  PEUR?  CRIE....UN  FEU  FOLLETTE???? 

PAPINO. ..  .Oui.,  un  FEU  FOLLETTE ..  .Creyez  moe",  ben  creyez  moe'" pas,  mais  la  cheux  de 
son  catpoche  etait  toute  noircie ..  .comme  que  si  y  avait  tombe"  dans  le  feu... 

JOSEPH  ..  .Papino,  mon  saprd"  menteu...  >. 

PAPINO ..  .Vrai,  comme  j'su  t'icite...y  dit  qui  avait  ete  vielle  su  la  p'tite  Angele,  pis  la 
grosse  toutoune  b  commencer  a  faire  sa  drolesse  entour  de  lui...le  bonhomme  est  arrive,  pi 
y  a  sacre  P'tit  Jaune  a  la  porte ..  .demandez  moe"  ^as  ce  qui  fa isa it ..  .toujours  que  dehors,  y 
faisait  noir  comme  su  I'  loup...Ti  Jaune  s'est  mis  a  courir...pi  tout  d'un  coup,  sa  s'a  mis  a 
courir  par  derriere  lui.... 

GRANDPERE ..  .C'est  pas  mal  un  dur  a  coire...Ti  Jaune.... 
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PAPINO ...  .Comme  que  j'disais,  y  regarde  darrie  lui,  pi  y  semble  qui  voue  une  lumiere 
darriere  les  Hables . .  .y  s'faufile  entre  les  chouses,  pis  y  s'cache,  pensait  que  si  c'etait  que'que  un 
y  lui  barerait  les  jambes . .  .mais,  rien,  pas  un  souffle ..  .comme  ca  il  reprend  son  chemin . . .  .plus 
que  sa  va,  plus  que  ca  sent  la  poudre  a  fusil . .  .somme  si  le  yable  lancait  son  feu,  . .  .toujours  qui 
finit  par  se  facher. .  .envoye  3-4-bapteme . . . 

GRANDMERE . .  .  Fais  attention  Papino,  y  a  des  enfants  icite . .  .t'a  pas  peur  que  le  Bon  Dieu 
t'ecrase .... 

PAPINO . . .  .Mau  t'a  dit. .  .c'est  pas  moe  qui  sacre  sa  mere,  c'est  Ti-Jaune. .  .La,  y  attend  un  pet 
assez  fort  que  sa  y  retontit  dans  les  oreilles,  pi  une  fusee  de  feu  y  bouche  les  yeux. . .  .la,  par 
exemple  ye  prend  ses  pattes,  pi  comme  je  disais,  y  arrive  au  camp,  en  defonsant  quasiment  la 

porte .... 

\ 

MEMERE - Sa  fait  ben  assez  longtemps  qui  a  pas  faites  ses  Paques,  pour  que  les  Feux  Follettes 

cour  apres  lui,  c'est  le  diable  qui  les  poussent  et  le  Bon  Yeux... fait  ca  pour  qui  se  reconnaisse . . 
Quand  je  pense  a  sa  pauvre  defunte  mere,  qui  a  tant  prier,  et  qu'est  morte  de  misere,  pour  esseyer 
a  I'elever,  pis  y  est  assex  cochon  pour  continuer  comme  ca...quoi  que  c'est,  que  d'avoir  eu  un 
homme  bon  b  rien,  les  enfants  s'en  sente ..  .toute  leur  vie... pi  la  pauvre  mere  qui  etait  une  sainte 
femme  si  y  en  avait  une  dans  le  monde. ..  .qu'on  est  chanceux  nous  autres  d'avoir  eu  des  bons 
parents . . .  ,  penses  y  mes  enfants .... 

G-PERE. .  .Viens  t'coucher  au  grinier  de  la  cuisine,  Papino,  je  va  t'donner  deux  peaux  de 
Cariolles,  et  tu  pouras  dormir  tant  que  tu  voudras  demain . . . .  Avant  chante  nous  les  vepresv. 
(PAPINO  CHANTE) 

PAPINO  . .  Voulez  vous  encore,  des  papermaine,  les  creatures. .  .genee  vous  pas. .  .Jen  ai  en 
masse ..  .c'est  le  vieux  docteur  Pel Itier ,  qui  m'a  donne  ca,  Y  etais,  su  Joseph  a  Frederick,  a 
Matin,  quand  j'ai  passed  y  encore  un  p'tit  mangeux  de  boullit,  J'ai  souhaiter  c'tit  I'a,  qui 

vienne  a  la  t3te  du  Town,  un  jour  vous  allez  voir  comme  ca  arive .... 

\ 

ME-MERE ...  .PAUVRE  Papino,  tache  pas  de  nous  souhaiter  de  la  malchance  toujours,  on  a  assez 
comme  ca . . . . 

PAPINO ..  .B'en  le'  bonsoir  la  Compagnie . . . . 

G-PERE . . .  .Tu  fera  attention,  ce  fois  icitte,  pas  faire  dans  mais  bottes. . .  .comme  I'hiver  passer. . 

PAPINO  PAR  EN  DEBOUTTONANT  SES  CULLOTTES . .  .OTE  SES  BRICOLLES . .  . . 

JOSEPH. . .  .ATTEN  qu  tu  seye  en  haut  pour  te  deculotte,  Papino,  mon  vieux  canaille . . . . 

AH.. ..AH.. ..HA . IL  SORT  AVEC  LE  G-PERE  ET  GRANDMERE . 

MARGUERITE. ..  .Bon,  les  enfants,  vites  montez  vous  coucher,  emporter  le  potte  en  haut,  tu  sais 
b'en  Lenore,  que  Ti  Pit,  se  leve  toujours  la  nuit,  prenez  b'en  garde  de  pisser  au  lit  si  y  faut  que 
j'commence  o  enplire  des  paillasses  demain  avant  que  les  marier  reviennent,  je  vous  donne  toute 
une  voiles  avec  la  strappe  a  rezoire  a  ton  oncle. .  .j'en  ai  b'en  asser  a  faire . . .  .Les  enfants  monte, 
avec  le  potte,  une  chandelle,  la  suce  a  un,  des  couches ..  .etc . 

PHEMIE. .  .MOUMAN,  VOULEZ  VOUS  QUE  J'GARDE  LE  TI,  c'te  nuit,  vous  pourrai  vous 
areposez  pour  veiller  demain..  .laissez  faire  et  tout,  je  me  leverai  pour  donnez  a  manger  aux 
hommes,  pi  j'tirerai  les  vaches . . .  .sonpere,  vousaller  partir  de  bonheur,  pour  aller  au  petit  saut, 
faut  que  vous  arriver  avec  les  mariers,  qui  aillent  le  temps  de  se  toilette  un  peut,  pour  la  veille.. 
bon  soir  son  pere  puis  sa  mere . 
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JOSEPH ..  .Viens  t'assir  ma  belle,  que  je  te  parle  un  peut,  laisse  ca  faire,  t'en  fait  toujour  b'en 
plus  que  tu  devrais  en  faire,  t'est  b'en  bonne  pour  moi,  pis  je  t'fais  toujours  des  petites  miseres, 
c'est  pas  de  ma  faute,  c'est  pu  fort  que  moi,  quand  je  descend,  y  a  toujours  quel  que  choses  qu 
me  tourmente  et  je  finis  par  sucom’ber . .  .mes  je  t'aime  b'en  gros  pareille... 

MARGUERITE  ...  .VOYONS,  VOYONS,  JOSEPH  .. .  FA  I S  moi  pas  pleurer,  tient  les  larmes  sont 
assez  prbt  ses  jours  icitte,  que  ca  m'etouffe  des  refoules  dans  la  gorge.... 

JOSEPH.... Sa  mere,  pleure  pas...vient  icitte ..  .parlons  en  de  quoi  que  c'est  t'ement  comme 
ca... c'est  notre  Tite . .  .Quoique  que  tu  vas  y  donner,  y  faut  b'en  y  aider  un  peu...on  est 
pas  riche  c'est  vrais,  mais  ca  me  creuve  le  coeur  de  la  voir  partir  pour  sans  aller  sur  c'ta 
petite  terre  la  dans  un  campe.... 

MARGUERITE ....  Laisse  les  faire  son  pere,  y  s'aime  b'en  b'en  c'est  tout  ce  qui  faut,  ca 
I 'argent  c'est  bon  a  rien ...  .c'est  de  ce  mettre  I'epaule  a  la  charue  tous  les  deux... pis  de 
tenir  bon  un  pour  I  'autre . .  .<^a  va  y  faire  un  bon  mari,  J'ai  b'en  arreter  d'enseigner.  la  petite 
ecole  au  ruisseau  des  ecureux,  pour  toi,  moi,  pis  t'avais  pas  grand  chose  a  part  de  tes  beaux 
yeux,  v'a  mon  vieux  on  vas  leur  donne  la  rougette,  a  donne  ga  chauyere  plaine  2  fois  par 
jour  ensuite,  d  les  b'en  greyee,  la  p'tite ... 2  littes  de  plume,  des  oriel lers,  des  belles 
couvertes  de  laine,  qua  I 'a  faites  elle  meme,  elle  a  ses  moutons  etout,  puis  tu  y  donne  des 
oies  puis  des  dindes  pour  s'greyer  un  peut...sa  soilte  du  pays... ses  catalognes,  douces  beaux 
tapis  de  laine,  passes,  pis  y  sont  ti  beaux ..  .ensuite  a  part  pas  a  pied...lui  y  a  son  beau 
joualle  de  chemin,  pis  a  I'sai  pas,  mais  y  achette  une  voiture  a  rubber  tire.... pi  un  nette 
pour  son  joual le . . .  .Moi  j'y  donne  du  manger  pour  un  mois,  y  commence  a  faire  froit,  comme 
ca,  ses  toutquere,  ses  beignes,  pis  sa  te'te  en  fromage  va  se  garder,  jusqu'au  f4te... C'est 
vrais  faut  pas  que  j'oublis  de  faire  des  tartes  a  forluche  demain,  pour  lui...y  dime  tant  qa . . . . 
Ensuite ..  .J'y  toute  garder  les  morceaux  de  vielle  couverte  de  laine  pour  faire  des  maillote.... 

JOSEPH ..  .Voyons,  sa  mere,  va  pOs  si  vite  que  ca,  y  viennent  de  se  marier,  t'a  b'en  hate 
cfetre  grandmere,  ah!  ma  vielle  va,  y  m'disait  que  j'avais  marie  la  femme-avec  'I  plus  gros 
choeur  du  monde...t'es  b'en  fine  vas,  vient  icitte  que  je  te  bee  . .  .pis  allons  s'coucher . . .  Je 
vas  te  faire  un  bon  feu  de  rondin,  pis  on  va  rever  quand  on  etais  des  amoureux...y  a  b'en 
longtemps  de  ca  h'ain  ma  vielle . 

MARGUERITE ...  .T'es  b'en  toujours  malcomode  pareille,  va...tache  que  ca  ce  passe,  tes, 
vieux  asteur,  rassit  toi,  un  peu.... 

Les  deux  eteigne  la  lamps,  s'en  vont  dans  le  fond  de  la  cousine,  a  la  lueur  du  feu  de  bois. 

JOSEPH... T'a  pas  oublier  personnes,  pour  la  veil  les  sa  mere,  C'est  la  premiere  noces  qu'on 
fait,  tu  sais,  faut  que  tout  le  monde  y  seye...On  va  faire  un  bon  feu  dans  la  grand  chambre, 
demonte,  les  lite  des  deux  chambres  d'en  bas...on  va  t'y  en  avoire  du  bon  temps  pis  de, 

I  'agrement . 

MARGUERITE _ LES  FILLES  SU  MICHEL  A  JOSE,  SU  TI  Israel... su  Didime,  tous  les  Andre 

a  Christophe  puis  les  Siegas  et  le  Ste  Anne  vont  y  etre,  toutes  la  parente'",  pis  les  amis - 

pis  j'en  ai  du  John  De  Kiper  pis  du  Caribou ..  .T'a  prepare  tes  cruches  ca  prendra  pas  gout 
de  tinettes,  a  mettre  ca  en  marche  demain,  bon  amen  mon  vieux,  Joseph. ..  .RIDEAUX. .. . 
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3  I  EM E  ACTE 


ENTRE  ...  "BETWEEN  ACT 


FELIX... ISIDORE... MACK... PARLENT  DES  PATATES 

ISIDORE ..  .Comme  ca,  Felix,  tu  peux  pas  prendre  mes  patates,  tu  maivais  pourtant  dit  que  je 
serais,  le  premier,  c'est  comme  <|a,  on  peut  pas  se  Her.... 

FELIX ...  .Voyons,  voyons  Zidore,  fache  toi  pas... c'est  pas  ca  que  j'ai  dit...Tu  comprends  on 
peut  pas  les  vendre  a  $5.00  encore.  Je  t'ai  promis  $4.50  pis  tu  vas  les  avoir. ..  .mais  donne 

moi  le  temps  de  souffler . sa  marche  pas  comme  dans  le  temps  qu'on  avait  des  chars... 

avec  ces  airplanes  la,  puis  des  trailers  apres. ..ca  prend  pas  du  temps  de  se  rendre  a  Boston.. 
C'est  pas  comme  dans  le  temps  des  annees  apres  la  guerre... en  a  pu  bessoin  du  B.&  A. 
asteur.  que  Wilfrid  Sriois,  a  organizer  sa  compagnee  d'airplanes,  ca  marche ...  .les  jeunes 
sont  tout  fou  de  9a,  pis  nous  autres  les  vieux,  ont  va  se  reposer ...  .'b  60  ans,  c'est  la  plus 
belle  age,  hein,  mon  vieux  Mack.... 

MACK....B'en  moi,  tous  les  ages  ont  ete  belles.  J'ai  fait  une  belle  vie,  mais  je  sus  pas 
encore  pres  a  mourir. .  .allons  chercher  nos  femmes,  pis  allons  a  CaCouna ...  .manger  du 
poisson  parlons  pus  des  patates ...  .aha  ...  .ha . ha . 

RIDEAU  LEVE  SUR  LA  GRAND  CHAMBRE.... 

DES  TABLE  REMPLIT  DES  FRUITS,  MANGER ..  .CRUCHES _ FLACONS . 


MARGUERITE ...  .Comme  ca  la  Fine,  t'a  ete  b'en  recu  aux  petits  Sault,  Je  suis  done  contente 
pour  toi... T'a  Tante  t'  a  donne  b'en  des  belles  choses,  et  pi  des  bons  conseille  etout,  je 
suppose... eh  pis  Ti  Toune,  comment  que  tu  le  trouve. 

La  Fine....Y  est  b'en  smart  sa  meVe,  et  pis  qui  me  dit,  qui  m'aimera  toujours  comme  qui 
m'aime  la,  ah!  C'est  done  un  bon  garcon  et  pis  on  d  fait  des  beaux  projets  pour  I'avenir... 
Y  6  deja  I'idee  de  se  loger  au  printemps,  de  suite... b'en  .faut  dire  que  ma  tante  y  a  parlee 
toute  seule,  et  pis  comme  c'est  ma  marrainne,  je  suis  certaine  qu'a  y  a  fait  des  propositions, 
En  tout  cas  sa  mere,  je  sus  prete  tout  enterprends,  pis  J'sus  certaine  que  la  Ste  Vierge  va 
m'aider,  £a  me  coute  pas  pen  toute  d'aller  rester  dans  I'bois,  ca  sera  pas  long,  I'hiver  va 
etes  vite  passe,  Les  deux  cousin  a  Ti  Toune  vont  rester  avec  nous  autre,  et  pis  c'est  pas 
toute  ca,  y  connaissent  un  jobber  qui  va  acheter  toute  la  pitoune  qui  pourront  couper,  apres 
avoire  choisi  tous  les  beaux  billots,  pour  faire  scier....pis  y  vont  avoir  un  bon  prix  pour 
etous. 

MARGUERITE ..  .Comme  c a,  ma  fille  j 'serai  pas  inquiete,  je  sais  que  t'ai  une  femme  de 
coeur  Tu  sais  les  horn  mes  faut  gater  pa... faut  toujours  dire  comme  eux  autres,  pis  faut  b'en 
yeux  en  passer  va,  C'est  pas  comme  nous  autres  les  creatures,  ont  a  de  la  patience,  pis  on 
prend  mieux  les  choses,  avec  9a  qu'on  est  plus  courageux.  C'est  pour  pa  que  le  Bon  Dieu 
b  donner  une  compagne  b  I'homme,  pour  I'aider,  le  soutenir,  et  le  consoler,  y  serait  b'en 
perdu  toute  seule ..  .Pauvres  hommes,  va  y  sont  b'en  fin.... mais  b'en  malaiser  a  endurer  etout 
des  fois.... 


Ti  Toune ..  .(dans  les  coulisse)  La  Fine  arrive  done  ma  belle  petite  chatte,  que  je  t  bee 
avant  que  la  vieller  commence,  avant  que  tes  anciens  cavalier  te  prenne  de  leur  cdte,  Tache 
de  me  garder  qu'elque  dance  toujours.... 

La  Fine.... B'en  oui,  chere,  j  '  y  va  I'a,  attend  un  peut  que  je  me  farde...la  cousine  Merry 
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Xmas,  m'a  apporte  assez  de  la  belle  pourde  pis  du  beau  rouge ...  .vien  voir  comme  c'a  sent 
bon . .  .Comme  c'est  beau  la  vie . .  .hein . . .  .mon  beau  petit  cochon  d'amour.... 

MARGUERITE....  Attend  moi  Ti  Toune,  Je  veux  te  parler  un  peut.  Monter  dans  la  chambre 
des  Etrangers,  puis  j'y  vas  tout  de  suite... 

ON  FRAPPE  A  LA  PORTE _ 

LA  FINE...Oui,  rentre...Mon  Deux,  de  Bon  Yeux,  c'est  ma  tante  Lodie ...  .Comment  que 
vous  etes  arrives  icitte . . .  .Attendez  que  j'appelle  sa  mere,  C'est  elle  qui  va  etre  surpise, 
pis  contente,  pis  mon  mari !  done . 

TANTE  LODIE ....  Non,  non,  ma  fille  attend  une  minute  que  je  ml'esoufle . . .  .J'ai  venu  avec 
le  courier,  qui  passe  au  Lac  ^  Menon  4  heures  le  matin.... Je  te  dit  que  j'en  ai  pris  une 
ride...Je  sus  toute  virer  I 'envers . .  .ma  bussel I . . .  .est  rendu  dans  I 'devant . . . J'avais  assez 
peur  de  pas  arriver  pour  la  veil  lee,  que  je  faissais  clacquer  le  grise ...  .comme  que  si  on 
allait  au  feu ..  .Comment  que  ca  va  vous  autres? . . .  .Ou  qu'al'ez  ta  mere  que  t'a  dis.... 

LA  FINE....Ai  tant  haut  dans  la  grande  chambre  avec  mon  mari...Je  suppose  qu'a  I'ai  apres 
I'instruie . . .  .et  pis  y  donnez  des  bons  conseils. . . . hii . . .  .hi i . . .  .hii . . .  .Mon  doux  que  j'ai  hdte 
que  vous  I'connaisser. .  .y  est  assez  fin. .  .va . . .  .pis  bon  etout...pis  on  s'aime  assez. ..  .hii .. . 
hii.... 

TANTE  LODIE.... Moi  aussi,  j'ai  hate  de  la  corietre*’.  faut  qui  seye...b'en  fin,  pour  que  ta 
mere  consente . . .  .a  te  laisser  partir . .  .Pauvre  fille  va ...  .regarde  tout  ca  du  bon  cote... pis 
s'a  va  marcher... Ta  mere  va  te  manquer,  elle  a.tand  d'ouvrage  Xa  faire,  pis  a  I'a  aine  se 
grosse  famille. . .  .Ai  b'en  toujours. . .  .Pis  ton  Pere  lui....Le  grand  Fin  Finn . . .  .Qu'and  je 
pense  qui  est  passe  chez  moi  sans  arrete.... 

LA  FINE. ...Faut  dire  qui  elois  presse,  y  accompagnait  le  grand  boss  du  camp. ..pis  vous 
savez  ses  grosses  poches  la...y  cousine  pas  gros...ai  pis  y  sont  toujours  presse ...  .Monter  en 
haut  les  voir . . .  .votre  snatchel  lui....Ma  Tante  y  est  t'y  dans  I'entrer. . .  .attendon  un  brin, 
je  vas  aller  le  chercher . 

TANTE  LODIE ...  .Brasse  les  pas  trop,  mes  paquets...ma  fille,  y  a  des  belles  choses  pour  toe 
la  de  dans.... pis  c'est  pa  toute  nom  plus,  attend  que  je  te  donne  le  cadeau  a  ton  Oncle 
Phirin. . . 

LA  FINE. ..  .Pauvre  mon  Oncle,  pis  comment  que  s'a  va  toujours. ..  .y  est  ti  encore  malin...., 
c'est  de  valeur  qui^aiye  malade  comme  ca, c'est  votre  purgatoire  que  vous  faite  sur  la  terre... 
comme  vous  me  gatez  toute ..  .c'est  t'y  beau  le  marriage  toujours. ..  .Bon,  montons  pour 
suprendre  sa  mere  et  pis  Ti  Toune ...  Laissez  je  viendrai  chercher  ca  apres ...  .el  les  montent.... 

JOSEPH..  .  .Les  amies,  je  vous  presente  ma  niece  des  Etats,  elle  est  venue  expres  pour  les 
noces ... 

MARY  X.  BUCKWHEAT. ..  .OH  Yes,  comment  que  vous  allez,  mais  oui,  moi  je  me  souviens, 
vous  eta  it  assez  beaux  garcon...Oh  yes... This  is  mon  Cavalier,  il  est  des  States,  comme 
moi.... Mr.  Six  Time  Godam.  c'est  tout  ma  parenter  ici - 

SIX  TIME  GODAM. ..  .Hello  everybody,  I  do  not  parle  gros  frenchy . .  .mais,  I  like  you  all.... 

GRANDPERE. .  .Ecoute  done,  t'es  pas  le  garcon,  a  Siegfroid  Godin... b'en  ca  parle  b'en  au 
d'iable. . .  .ton  pere,  lui,  y  parle  t'y  encore  Francois....? 

SIX  TIME _ Oh  yes,  il  pas  capable  de  tuny  ca  comme  moi,  but  he  talks  frenchy.... 
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UN  AMI....C'est  b'en  drole  comme  ca  change  du  monde,  hein,  lui  qu'est  partit  d'icitte  pauvre 
comme  job,  puis  son  enfants  revienne,  avec  des  chain  d'or,  pis  des  bottines  fine....sont  done 
chanceux . 

JOSEPH ....  Bon,  bon  vite  I 'a,  les  marier  vont  descendre,  et  pis  on  va  danser,  a  notre  sou.... 
Passe  la  traite . .  .Mary  t'a  de  la  facon  toi.... 

MARY.... OH  YES.  mon  Oncje,  J'  aime  beaucoup  les  amis... come  boys,  have  a  drink.... 
Pendant  ce  temps  la  les  maries,  arrives  dans  la  chambre,  tout  les  monde  est  en  grande 
toilette,  banc  autour  de  la  chambre ...  .musicians. .  .etc ... . 

TOUT  LE  MONDE  PARLE  ENSEMBLE ...  .BON  SOIR  LES  MARIES, 

COMMENT  CE  QUE  VOUS  AIMEE  CA 

Le  mariage...On  s'embrasse  on  ce  donne  la  main,  on  parle  de  tout  cote.... 

TANTE  LODIE. . .  .Asteur  Avant  qu'on  danse,  je  veux  donne  le  cadeau  de  de  mon  pauvre  Zephirin,  au 
marier. .  .Pauvre  Ton  Oncle,  y'a  vendu  le  gros  boeufs  noir . .  .qui  m'a  tant  fait  danner. .  .pis  la  v'la . . . 
(Tout  le  monde  s'enbrasse  autour  des  marier... qui  rouvre  un  gros  paquet  d'argent... 

UN  AMI . . . Sacre  chienne . .  .y  etais  gros  ce  beouf  la  . .  .gardons  y  done . . le  paquet . .  .oufff . 

TANTE  LODIE ..  .C'est  pour  votre  maison  neuve,  mes  enfants. .  .t'a  pas  eu  peur  de  marie  un  homme  qui 
Sen  allait  dans  un  camp  ma  fille,  asteur  le  Bon  Yeux  te  recompense. . .  .Tu  voit  que  I'amour  c'est  plus 
fort  que  I'argent. .  .et  qu'on  est  toujours  heureux  quand  on  fait  son  devoir  Je  m'attendait  pas  de  vous 
faire  un  sermon ...  .Mais  pour  me  payer,  ma  belle  Fine,  tu  va  me  chanter  ta  belle  chanson.  La  Fine, 
conte  moi  done  ce  que  ta  Tante  Demerise  a  fait  quant  qu'a  vous  a  vue  arriver.... 

LA  FI  NE . . .  .C'etait  trop  drole,  Ma  Tante,  a  nous  attendais  pas  ce  soir  la,  pis  b  6tait  en  train  de  faire 
du  bouJin,  son  oncle  etait  assis  sur  le  bord  de  la  table  dans  la  cuisine,  et  v 

PIS  QUAND  Y  ATTEND  LES  GORLOS  DU  COURRIER  SONNER,  ET  PIS  LE  CHIEN  QUI  SE  MET  A 
JAPPER,  Y  FAIT  UN  SAUT  EN  BAS  DE  LA  TABLE  toujour  b'en  qui  s'acroche  les  pieds  dans  le  sceau  de 
sang  et  pis  y  tombe  a  pleinvente  su  I'plancher,  le  plat  de  boudin  par  dessus  lui... juste  comme  on 
rentrais . . .  .sa  Tante  criait . .  .C'etait  asser  drole,  de  las  voire  qu'on  c'est  assis  pis  on  a  rit  jusqu'a 
temps  qu'on  aielle  des  poignes . .  .heureusement  que  sa  tante  en  avait  faite  en  masse,  parce  qu'on 
aurait  pas  eu  du  boudin. . . . 

r  *  *  /  y 

Tl  TOUNE. . .  .Pis  je  vous  assure  qu'on  a  ete  b'en  repu,  y  a  avait  du  monde,  pis  des  chic  etout. .  .pis 
les  belles  creatures  toute  en  grande  toilette,  tient  J'ai  presque  decidez  de  resteHa,  C'ta  pauvre  Ti 
Fine  arrait  si  b'en  parut  le  dimanche,  b'en  arrange  avec  toute  ces  belles  femmes  la,  c'est  el  le  qui 

aurait  encore  passe  pour  la  plus  belle.  Main  on  y  retourneras,  encore,  si  le  Bon  Yeux  I'veut . 

JOSEPH ...  .Bon  asteur,  les  maries,  prenant  le  devant  pis  la  music  commence ...  prenez 
vous  des  partner,  c'a  yest. . . . 

4  Couples  forme  2  sets,  le  violon  commence,  les  amis  sont  assis  a  L'entour,  de  temps  a  autres,  les 
enfants,  asseye  de  prendre  le  ruban  d'une,  ou  de  tirer  sur  la  traine  des  robes,  on  prend  un  petit  verre, 
ca  parle,  entre  voisins  et  voicines...  Le  calleur  de  dance,  ce  donne  de  la  facon,  crie,  swing  la 
becaisse  dans  le  coin  de  la  boite  a  bois . 

(On  frappe  des  mains  pour  un  encore....) 

Un  enfant ...  .Mouman,  Lenore,  a  encore  saucer  ces  agrettes  rouges  dans  le  beniquier  pour  se  farder.. 

LENORE...Pas  vrais  ca  Mouman,  c'est  la  cousine  Mary  Xmas,  qui  m'a  donne  de  la  farde.... 
MARGUERITE ...  .VOYONS  LES  PETITS.  ARRIVES  DANS  LA  Cuisine,  jouer  ensemble ..  .c'est  pas 


-  256  - 


de  votre  rang  ce  monde  la ... . 

JOSEPH ...  .Asteur  la  les  vieux  nous  faut  une  chanson  a  boire,  vite  la  faites  vous  pus  prier... 
. chante . On  passe  la  traite . 

Le  violoneux  joue  une  valse,  les  vieux  se  prennent  une  jeune  fille,  et  swing  en  les 

etourdissant . 

JOSEPH. . .  .Apresent . . .  .va  nous  dancer  une  gigue  double. . .  .avec. . .  .un  couple  gigues . 

MARY  XMAS. .  .OH  que  c'est  amusing. .  .je  aime  asser  ca  la  dance  de  old  times. .  .Moi  j'eu  folle  de 
la  music.... et  des  beaux  vieux  qui  dance.  Hie,  Six  Times,  Come  and  Dance  la  gigue,  comme  it  fait 
tentot  le  mister  et  la  faime . 

J\IE  VOIX  APART,  DIT. . .  .Ce  maudit,  six  times. .  .la,  ye  est  pas  boute. . . . 

SIX  TIMES... Oh  yes.  Come  Mary,  Je  me  rapelle  que  le  perea  moi,  il  dancait  comme  sa  avec  la  Mere, 
et  il  crachait  under  his  bottes . .  .comme  ^a . .  .(I  I  crache  en  dessous  de  sa  boue,  et  dance  avec  Mary. . . 
LES  INVITES  FRAPPENT  DES  MAINS.... 

LA  FI  NE . . .  .Asteur,  la  son  pere,pis  sa  mere,  vous  aliez  nous  chanter  une  chansson .... 

MARGUERITE... J'ai  b'  en  trop  la  voie  enroueyer  pour  ca,  J'ai  le  gorgottons  tout  user  de  chanter  pour 
endormier  les  petite... 

JOSEPH ..  .Arrive  ca  mere,  on  se  fait  pas  prier,  dans  une  veille  pareille. 

ILS  CHANTENT  UNE  VIELLE  CHANSON... ET  DANCE  AVEC  CA  VIELLE.  ON  DANCE 
ENCORE,  UN  PEUT  PUIS.... 

MARGUERITE . .  .  .APRESENT  les  invites,  vous  aliez  me  suivre  dans  le  bas  cote. .  .pis  on  va  vous  servir, 
tout  ce  quit  a  de  mailleur  chez  des  pauvres  habitans.... 

GRANDPERE . . .  Vien  ma  veille,  qu'on  leur  chante  une  de  nos  chanson  de  noces  nous  autres,  tu  t'en 
rapelle  encore  le  soir  de  la  veil  lee  su  Michel  Violette,  on  etait  4  couples  de  mariers,  et  pis  dans  ce 
temps  la,  c'etait  des  veillers,  pas  inque  une  petite  couple  de  chaque  iciette  et  la  dans  les  coin  tout  le 
monde,  etait  ensemble,  pis  on  avait  du  bon  temps, pis  de  I'agrement,  pis  avec  ca,  qu'on  s'achattait  un 
'tit  flacon, vpas  mal  a  bon  marcher,  etout . .  .hein,  ma  viel le  Stasie .... 

GRAND-MERE ..  .Oui,  oui.  Francis,  mais  c'etait  pas^j  gaspiller  comme  on  faissait. .  .c'etait  toujours 
pour  se  rendre  service . .  .ahem . .  .donne  moi  done  un  p'tit  coup  de  gin,  avant  de  commencer,  j  'ai  pas 
mal  le  gossier  user. . . . 

LES  VIEUX  CHANTENT . 

GRAND-PERE.  .Asteur,  si  on  avait  un  chanson  a  repetter,  commencer  qu'elqu'un,  tient,  toi,  Papino, 
t'es  toujours  pret,  arrive... 

PAPINO  CE  MES  DANS  LE  MILLIEU,  ET  ENTOUNE  UNE  AIR,  ET  ON  LE  SUIT.... 

PENDANT  CE  TEMPS,  LES  TABLES  CE  METTENT  ET  ON  APPORTENT  METS,  ET  BOISSONS,  CAFES, 
ETC. ..LES  ENFANTS  RENTRENT,  ET  JOUE  DES  TOURES,  EN  GRIFFANT,  DES  FRUITS,  ETC... 

LA  MERE  LEUR  TAPPENT  UN  PEU,  ET  LEUR  FAIT  SORTIR.... 

Les  Mariees  se  sauventpar  la  porte  d'en  arrier. .  .ont  crie. .  .Ils  vont  se  coucher  chez  Joseph  Martin 

/ 

apres  eux  autres. . . . 

LA  FI  N  ...  . 
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OLE  TIME  SONGS" 


SEULEMENT  50c 


1 

J'ai  ete  dans  une  veil  lee 
c'etait  une  belle  soiree. 

J'amene  ma  blonde  dans  une  hotel 
le  plus  belle  du  conterre 
La  elle  ma  dit  J'nais  pas  bien  faim 
mais  voila  c'qu'elle  a  manger. 

Du  poulet  fra  is 
et  du  dindons. 

D'la  souepe  au  vermiselle, 

Des  oeufs  fra  is, 
et  du  jambon . 

La  j'avais  peure  pour  elle, 

D'la  poutine  au  rie 
la  je'm  suis  dit, 

Elle  mange  bien  pour  la  s'maine 
Elle  demanda  des  choux, 
i'me'croyait  nir  fou, 

J’avait  selement  50c 

2 

Elle  dit  asteur, 

que  j'ai  bien  manger 

j'aimerais  a  boire  un  peut, 

Je  tremblait  dans  mes  chaussures 
Comme  un  pauvre  mal  heureux. 

Si  faut  qu'elle  boive,  comme  elle  a  la  manger 
pour  moit  je  m'en  peut  plus. 

La  elle  ma  dit 
J'ai  pas  bien  soif, 
mais  voila  c'qu'elle  a  but, 

Du  vin  champagne  et  du  brandy, 

Elle  n'en  claque  douze  vers, 

d'leau  de  vie  et  du  Whisky, 

cinq  ou  six  vers  de  bierres. 

d'leau  de  vie,  ah  I 'a  J'avait  peur  pour  elle, 

Elle  m'en  demande  encore 

j'me  croyait  mort, 

J'avait  seulement  50c 


3 

Quand  vient  le  temps  de  payer 
j'suis  devant  le  proprietaire, 

J'tremblait  dans  I'embara 
Je  nlouvait  pas  quoi  faire, 

J'maproche  de  lui  en  fouillant  mes  habits, 
et  toute  en  tre  semblant, 

J'lui  dit;  Messieur  c'est  bien  maudit, 

J'ai  perdu  mon  argent. 

Toute  aussi  tot,  y  m'saute  su  I'dos 
vous  auriez  rire  de  le  voir  faire, 

Un  coup  poing  sur  un  oeil, 
un  autre  sa  queuele, 

Un  coup  pied  dans  dierriere, 

II  me  fit  entrs,  se  met  a  crier 

Fait  venir  un  policeman 

qui  s'approche  de  moi  pour  me  fouilier. 

Pis  trouve  mon  50c 

4 

II  me  mis  les  handcuffs  au  poignets, 

la  main  dessus  I'epaule 

II  m'enmena  pres  d'la  petite  boit 

Fit  venir  le  petrol 

le  lendemain  devant  le  juge 

aussi  un  officier 

Apres  une  court  conversation 

voila  ce  qu'il  ma  donner. 

Cent  piastre,  D'emande  six  mois  d'prison 
Quatres  mois  d'enitencier, 

1 1  m'enleva  tout  mes  license, 
aussi  le  doite  de  voter. 

Si  j'peut  sortir  de  cette  embarra, 
j'promet  a  Saint  Antoine 
d'jaimais  ammener  une  fille  dans  une  hotel, 
QUAND  J'AURAIS  SEULEMENT  50c 
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UN  BON  HABITANT 


1 

Je  suis  ce  qu'on  appele  un  Habitant  (BIS) 

Je  suis  nee  tout  pres  du  dernier  rang  (BIS) 
Toute  I 'a  semaine  je  vous  I'assure 
Je  me  rends  avec  ma  voiture 
Vendre  des  legumes,  c'est  mon  metier 
Sur  I'marcher  d'Jaque  Cartier 

2 

Malgre  q'j'ai  I'air  pas  mal  chausson  (BIS) 

Je  n'suis  pas  rester  vieux  garcon  (BIS) 

TOUT  les  ans,  je  vous  le  jure 
J'ai  d'la  progeniture 
Je  m'suis  marier  depuis  quinze  ans, 
et  j'ai  vingt  deux  enfants. 

3 

Le  plus  vieux  de  mes  fils  c'est  un  docteur  (BIS) 
J'en  ait  un  autre  qu'est  ramoneur  (BIS) 


Jean-Marie  sert  la  messe 
Ti  Pite  qui  vent  le  presse 
Pi  Touche  execre  I'metier  de  Quetuex 
C'est  tout  qu'il  peut  faire  de  mieux. 

4 

La  plus  vielle  de  mes  filles  est  une  cuisinierr  (BIS) 
J'en  ait  une  autre  qui  est  couturiere  (BIS) 

Marie  est  fille  de  chambre 
Sophie  c'est  faite  servante 
La  Toune  se  cherche  un  cavalier 
Pour  tacher  de  s'marier, 

5 

C'est  ainsi,  pour  tout  les  autres  (BIS) 

S'iis  sont  comm'ca  c'n'est  pas  de  ma  faute  (BIS) 

J'ai  fait  tout  mon  possible 

mais  c'etait  des  enfants  terribles 

Quand  Dieu  qu'j'les  ait  done  fait  brailler 

Quand  j'leur  claquait  I'fessier. 


•k-k'k-k'k-k^'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k-k-k 
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MICHAUD'S  BODY  SHOP 


"IF  IT  S  A  DENT  OR  A  WRECK  W'E  CAN  FIX  IT" 

PHONE:  20i-R6R-.V)9l 

State  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


OUELLET  FORD  SALES 
130  East  Main  St.,  Fort  Kent,  Maine 


COLONIAL  INN 

"AIR  CONDITIONED" 

Mole l  -  Coffee  Shop  -  Restaurant  -  Cocktail  Lounge 


PHONE:  207 -868-527 1  Prop.  Lionel, G.  Sirois. 

193  Main  St.,  Van  Buren ,  Maine 
SOUCY  S  MARKET 

Prop.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordon  Soucy 


FRESH  MEATS  &  GROCERIES  -  BEER 

Grand  Isle,  Maine 
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The  pottery  erred  In  their  listing  of  the  four  names  on  our  Centennial  plates. 
The  names  should  have  read  as  on  the  corrected  plate  shown  above. 
Levesque  -  Lapointe  -  Lebel  -  Vaillancourt 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


DR.  &  MRS.  PHILIP  SANFACON 
Van  Buren,  Maine 


"YOUR  PARTNER  FOR  PROTECTION" 

LABBE  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

COMPLETE  INSURANCE  SERVICE 
PHONE:  207-S6S-55/2 
Main  S/.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


J.  J.  PARADIS 

GAS  ■  FUEL  ■  OIL 
Main  Street,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


NORTHERN 

NATION AL  BANK 

Van  Buren,  Maine 
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IN  MEMORY  OF 

PATRICK  VAILLANCOURT 


Patrick  Vail lancourt,  77,  died  July  2,  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  following  a  brief  ill¬ 
ness  . 

He  was  born  in  Cyr  Plantation,  April  1, 
1893,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Ozithe  (Cyr)  Vail- 
lancourt.  He  was  a  retired  farmer  in  Cyr  Plan¬ 
tation.  He  was  living  with  his  son  in  Hartford 
and  had  come  here  to  spend  the  summer. 

Mr.  Vail  lancourt  was  a  member  of  the 
League  of  Sacred  Heart,  the  Third  Order  of 
Mary,  and  a  veteran  of  World  War  I . 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elise  (La- 
joie)  Vail  lancourt;  a  brother,  Rene  of  North 
Tonawanda,  N.  Y.;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Edmund 
(Annie)  Pepin,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,and  Mrs.  Ar¬ 


thur  (Alice)  Labree  of  Lewiston;  five  sons,  Sy I  — 
vio  of  Hartford,  Emery  of  E.  Hartford,  Gerard 
of  Keegan,  Hermel  and  Herbert  both  of  Van 
Buren;  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Wallace  (Gladys) 
Zarling  of  Chula  Vista,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Richard 
(Wilma)  Payette  of  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.;  41 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Monday  at  St. 
Bruno's  Catholic  Church  with  the  Rev.  Robert 
Labrecque,  SM,  officiating  at  a  High  Mass  of 
Requiem.  Interment  was  in  the  family  lot  in 
the  parish  cemetery. 

Pallbearers  were  Sylvio,  Emery,  Gerard, 
Hermel,  Herbert,  all  sons  of  the  deceased,  and 
a  nephew,  Robert. 
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1870  CYR  PLANTATION  CENTENNIAL  YEAR  1970 


We  had  our  first  meeting  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  Centennial  on  June  10,  1970.  E- 
lected  to  the  committee  were  the  following: 

Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur,  chairman;  Mrs.  Lucy 
Laplante,  co-chairman;  and  Mrs.  Simone  Vail- 
lancourt,  assistant  co-chairman;  Mrs.  Marcella 
Lajoie,  Mrs.  Jerry  LaPierre,  Mrs.  Maxine  La- 
joie,  Mrs.  Anita  C.  Deveau,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Dumond,  Mrs.  Beatrice  C.  Madore,  Mrs.  Gla¬ 
dys  J.  Ouellette,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Cyr,  Mrs.  A- 
leda  Lajoie,  Mrs.  Pauline  Ouellette  and  Mr. 
Wilfred  Dumond. 

July  3  was  our  first  day  of  celebration  with 
a  bean-hole  supper  held  on  the  grounds  of  Al- 
beo  Deveau's  farm,  former  farm  of  Mr.  Odillon 
and  Napoleon  Deveau.  The  Deveaus  were  the 
ccuoks. 

July  4  was  the  official  opening  of  "The 
Little  Red  Schoolhouse",  visitation  of  the  an¬ 
tique  display  of  our  ancestors'  tools  and  pic¬ 
tures  picked  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Cyr,  Van 
Buren,  and  Hamlin,  Maine. 

July  15  we  proceeded  with  an  outing  for 
the  young  ones  to  the  public  grounds  in  Cyr 
Plantation.  Hot  dogs  and  a  marshmallow  roast 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Then  we  returned  to  the 
"Little  Red  Schoolhouse"  where  the  children 
were  given  a  tour  and  demonstration  of  the  dis¬ 
play  of  our  ancestors'  tools.  The  children  were 
amazed  to  see  how  life  used  to  be.  Some  made 
the  comment  that  they  wouldn't  have  liked  to 
live  on  those  days  and  some  said  the  opposite. 

August  1  was  pony  rides  for  the  children. 
We  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Jean  La- 
plante  for  contributing  the  proceeds  from  the 
pony  rides  to  the  Centennial  fund.  It  was  a 
great  day  for  the  children  and  the  parents. 
While  the  children  entertained  themselves  with 
the  ponies,  the  parents  enjoyed  visiting  the 
antique  display. 

August  7  was  our  Centennial  journey  to 
attend  Mass  in  the  old  fashioned  way .  The  ma¬ 


jority  of  Cyr  Plantation's  people,  all  dressed 

up  in  old  fashioned,  hand-made,  long  dresses, 
walked  to  church  in  memory  of  our  ancestors. 
Leading  our  procession  in  a  horse  and  buggy 
was  our  oldest  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Omer 
Dumond.  They  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  January  27,  1970.  They  are  72 
and  76  years  young.  Following  them  in  a  two- 
seated  buggy  with  two  ponies,  were  their  grand 
nephew  and  nieces,  twins  Patrick  and  Patricia 
and  Cathy  Dumond. 

August  15,  22  and  September  5  three  danc¬ 
es  were  held  in  commemoration  of  our  ances¬ 
tors'  fashions.  They  were  very  much  enjoyed 
by  a  1 1 .  In  fact  that  is  why  we  had  so  many  — 
through  popular  demand.  To  top  it  all,  we 
had  the  honor  of  a  Centennial  bride  and  groom 
attending  our  first  barn  dance,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oneil  Leclerc.  The  bride,  Jacqueline,  is  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante  and  the  late 
Alphonse  Laplante  of  Cyr  Plantation.  The 
groom,  Oneil,  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lev- 
ite  Leclerc  of  St.  Quentin,  N.B.  They  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  barn  dance  in  the  horse  and  buggy, 
making  it  an  exciting  evening .  Hot  dogs  with 
the  works  were  sold  from  a  covered  chuck 
wagon.  Our  band  consisted  of  talents  from  Van 
Buren,  Maine.  $25.00  bonds,  donated  by  the 
Northern  National  Bank  of  Van  Buren,  Maine, 
and  the  Aroostook  Trust  of  Caribou,  were  given 
as  a  door  prize  and  a  drawing.  The  winners 
were  Mr.  Adolphe  Thibodeau  and  Mrs.  Nobel 
Levesque . 

At  our  second  barn  dance  we  gave  Maine 
Sesquicentennia I  bottles  of  bourgon  whiskey  as 
our  prizes.  The  lucky  winners  were  Mr.  Lucien 
Ouellette  and  Mrs.  Tom  Smith. 

Our  third  barn  dance  prizes  were  ordinary 
fifths,  won  by  Mrs.  Rene  Levasseur  and  Mr. 
Alphy  Guerrette.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Don  Dumond 
for  making  it  possible  to  use  his  barn  for  the 
dance.  It  was  the  former  homestead  of  Mr. 


-  264  - 


Isidore  Dumond . 

September  2  marked  a  new  citizen  in  our 
Plantation.  A  Centennial  baby  girl  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  Lajoie,  increasing  the 
family  to  eight  members.  Our  heartiest  con¬ 
gratulations  to  this  wonderful  family. 

The  "Little  Red  Schoolhouse"  was  open  to 
the  public  during  the  months  of  July,  August, 
until  Labor  Day.  The  antique  display  was  open 
every  evening  of  those  weeks .  On  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  it  was  open  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
10:00  p.m.  Seeing  how  the  public  enjoyed  the 
display  and  the  reminiscing  of  old  times,  made 
the  work  an  enjoyable  task.  We  had  drawings 
of  quilts  that  were  donated  and  hand-made  by 
Mrs.  Isidore  Dumond,  as  a  fund-raising  proj¬ 
ect.  The  happy  winners  were  Mrs.  Claude 
Boucher,  Mrs.  Daniel  Ouellette  and  Miss  Mar¬ 
tin  e  Pelletier. 

September  7,  1970,  Labor  Day,  marked 
the  termination  of  Cyr  Plantation  Centennial 
celebration.  An  old  fashioned  outdoor  Mass 
was  held  on  the  homestead  farm  of  Andre  Cyr, 


now  Abel's,  five  miles  from  Van  Buren  on  the 
Caribou  Road.  A  covered  chuck  wagon  served 
as  the  altar  table.  The  Mass  was  celebrated 
byRev.Fr.  Marcel  Lajoie.  He's  a  descendant 
of  the  Lajoie  and  Deveau  family.  Now  he's 
pastor  at  St.  Theresa's  Catholic  Church,  Me- 
theun.  Mass.  Assisting  was  our  parish  pastor 
of  St.  Bruno's,  Rev.  Father  Robert  Labrecque 
and  Rev.  Father  Robert  MacDonald,  a  teacher 
at  Van  Buren  District  High  School .  Kevin  and 
Ronnie  Martin,  also  descendants  of  the  Lajoie 
and  Deveau  families,  w£te  our  altar  boys.  An 
estimate  of  150  to  200 people  attended  our  out¬ 
door  Centennial  Mass.  The  Mass  was  held  in 
thanksgiving  for  the  wonderful  success  we  had 
in  our  Centennial  celebration.  After  the  Mass 
we  re-united  at  the  "Little  Red  Schoolhouse" 
for  the  last  visitation  day  of  the  antique  dis¬ 
play.  We  served  hot  dogs  with  the  works  all 
day.  The  doors  were  closed  at  10:00  p.m.  and 
the  celebration  had  come  to  an  end. 

The  memories  from  this  display  will  live 
long  in  our  hearts  and  be  cherished  by  many. 
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CYR  PLANTATION'S 
CENTENNIAL  DISPLAY 
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BEAN  HOLE  BEAN  SUPPER 


"Come  and  get  it,  the  beans 
are  ready,  "  says  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Albeo  Deveau. 


Part  of  the  Serving  Committee 
is  pictured  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Alphy 
Levasseur,  Mr.  Albeo  Deveau 
Mrs.  Alphonse  Laplante,  Mrs.  Albeo 
Deveau,  Mrs.  Raymond  Lajoie 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


LEO'S  CAMERA  SHOP 


Main  Street 


Van  Buren,  Maine 


VALLEY  LANES 
BOWLING 


State  Street  Van  Buren,  Maine 


EAT  AT  SUNSET 

PROP:  ADRIAN  &  Al  RORL  CYR 


State  Street  Van  Buren,  Maine 


CONGRATULATION  TO 
CYR  PLANTATION 


Verna  Dumonci 
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Saco,  Maine 
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Evangeline"  of  Cyr  Plantation,  Michelle  Dumont 
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Remember  the  hand  milk  separater  and  The  above  hand-made  old  fashioned  quilt  is 

flour  barrel?  150  years  old! 


CYR  PLANTATION  PUBLIC  PICNIC  GROUNDS 


(Front  row,  I  to  r)  Monica  L.,  Cathy  D.,  Rachel 
G.,  Ida  and  Shirley  O.,  Tim  O.,  Patti,  Dennise 
L.,  Patrick  D.,  Patrick  L.,  Michelle  Laplante, 
Sandra  and  Theresa  G.,  Michelle  Dumont. 

Brenda  D.,  Sandra  O.,  Linda  M.,  Charleen  O., 
Ralph  G.,  Steve  M.,  Patrick  V.,  David  L., 
Clement  and  Daniel  D.,  Roland  O.,  Debbie  D., 
Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Mrs.  Marleen  Dutcher,  Linda  L., 
Mrs.  Marcella  Lajoie,  Lisa  V.,  Mrs.  Maxine  L., 
Julie,  Jennie  L.,  Marjie  L.,  and  at  back  is  Mrs. 
Frances  L.,  Simone  V.,  and  Lucie  L. 


"WATCH  WHERE  YOU  JUMP,"  SAYS 
COLONIAL  LADIES,  FRANCES  AND 
LUCIE  TO  SIMONE. 


WATCH  IT,  GRANNY  IS  GETTING 
SPLASHED! 


IT'S  OUR  TURN! 


IN  HORSESHOE  COMPETITION. 
(At  left)  Daniel  Deveau,  Pat 
Vaillancourt,  Clement  Deveau 
and  David  Laplante. 
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IT'S  REAL  FUN  PUMPING  WATER! 


"GEE!  WHAT  A  JOB  WASHING  IN  THOSE 
DAYS/'  says  Lynn  V.,  Linda  L.,  Jennie  L., 
Lisa  V.,  Michelle  Laplante  and  Susan  Vail- 
lancourt. 


Mrs.  Marlene  (St.  Pierre)  Dutcher  warming 
up  while  Grandpa  George  Lachance  is  re¬ 
laxing  and  Marjorie  Levasseur  is  giving  the 
spinning  wheel  a  try. 


RACHEL  G.,  LINDA  M.,  THERESA  AND 
SANDRA  GAGNON. 


OUR  BOYS  SAMPLING  OUR  ANCESTORAL 
TOOLS.  (Left  to  right)  Ralph  Gagnon,  Pat 
Vail lancourt,  Tim  Ouellette,  Clement  and 
Daniel  Deveau,  David  Laplante,  Steve  Ma- 
dore  and  Philip  Lajoie. 


"This  is  how  it  used  to  be  done, "  says  Mrs. 
Frances  Levasseur  and  Michel ie  Dumont. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


MORROWS  DODGE  DEALER 


BOB’S  NEW  &  USED  CARS 

"DEALER:  BOB  LEARNARD” 

Main  Street  Van  Buren,  Maine 


BEAULIEU’S  CLEANERS 
Steam  Laundry 

Main  Street  Van  Buren,  Maine 


ERNEST  CYR’S  GARAGE 


Main  Street 


Van  Buren,  Maine 
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"See  young  ones,  how  would  you  like  to  be  using  these 
now-a-days?"  asks  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante  of  George  La¬ 
chance,  Marlene  Dutcher  and  Marjorie  Levasseur. 


MRS.  ALPHY  LEVASSEUR,  cha  irman, 
honored  with  flowers  on  her  birthday 
during  Centennial  months. 


(Below)  ANCESTORAL  TOOLS 


OUR  HELPERS:  Clement  &  Daniel  Deveau, 
Patrick  Vaillancourt,  Philip  Lajoie.  VISI¬ 
TORS:  Steven  Madore,  Tim  Ouellette, 
Ralph  Gagnon  and  David  Laplante. 


\v?i 


rr 


CREAMING  TIME! 

Charleen  Ouellette,  Sandra  and  Theresa 
Gagnon,  Michelle  Laplante,  Simone 
Vaillancourt  and  Susan  V. 


V  /j 

Rock-a-bye  baby,  while  friends  are  visiting! 


HOW  DO  YOU  USE  A  SPINNING  WHEEL? 


WELCOME  YOUNG  LADIES!  Ready  fora 
night  on  the  town.  The  Committee  has 
been  invited  to  attend  the  installation  of 
officers  of  the  Daughters  of  Isabella,  Van 
Buren,  Me.  The  Mrs.  Frances  L.,  Simone 
V.,  Lucie  L.,  Marcella  L.,  Pauline  O., 
Gertrude  Cyr,  Aleda  Lajoie,  Anita  Deveau. 


"Yes,  we  remember  how  this  used  to  work," 
says  the  Committee,  Mrs.  Simone  Vaillan¬ 
court,  co-chairman;  Gertrude  Cyr,  Pauline 
Ouellette,  Aleda  Lajoie;  Frances  Levasseur, 
chairman;  Anita  Deveau,  Marcella  Lajoie, 
Lucie  Laplante,  co-chairman. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


W.  H.  V10LETTE  LTEE. 
Vente  &  Service 

FORD  MERCURY  AUTOS  &  TRUCKS 

St.  Leonard  &  Grand  Falls ,  N.B. 


THE  HOUSE  OF  GIFTS 

■  GIFTS  TO  BE  REMEMBERED " 
Prop.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gilbert  Le  Brun 

Van  Buren,  Maine 


ANNETTE'S  BRIDAL  SHOP 


18  McKinley  St.,  Van  Buren,  Me. 


RITA ’S  FABRIC  SHOP 
"Sewing  Supply  Center ” 
Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Me. 
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Mrs.  Clavette  demonstrates  to  grandchildren 
Danny  &  Clement  Deveau  and  friends  how  a 
spinning  wheel  works. 


Mrs.  Jos  Martin,  Mrs.  Edmund  Ayotte, 
Annie  Bouchard. 


A  former  resident,  Mrs .  Catherine  (Cormier^ 
Sirois,  returns  to  show  daughter,  Jerry,  and 
grandchildren  what  she  once  used.  _  279  - 


Visitors:  Mrs.  Jos  Cotriveau  watching  Mrs. 
Euphemie  Ouellette  of  Grand  Isle  giving  a 
demonstration  on  the  spinning  wheel.  Back¬ 
ground,  at  right,  Mr.  Joe  Corriveau,  Mrs. 
and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Gagnon  and  daughter. 


"I'll  give  it  a  try,"  Says  Lucie  Laplante. 


Visitors  and  former  residents,  Mrs.  Rose  (Deveau) 
Lajoie,  75  yrs.;  Mrs.  Ida  Daigle,  85  yrs.;  and 
Mrs.  Cecile  (Deveau)  Lajoie,  78  years. 


Brother  and  sister,  Mr.  Denis  Ouellette  and 
Mrs.  Annie  (Ouellette)  Ayotte,  ages  83  and 
87  visited  the  display.  At  right  is  Mrs. 
Denis  Ouellette,  80  years  young. 


OUR  CENTURY 


DINING  ROOM 


(Above  at  right)  THE  WORK  OF  ART  on  the 
wall  was  made  by  Mrs.  Willie  Madore  50 
years  ago.  She  did  this  by  using  cut-outs 
and  pasting  them  to  form  desired  pattern. 


(At  left)  Tea  time  with  our  aGestors'  tea 
set,  is  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante,  Mrs.  Simone 
Vaillancourt  and  Mrs.  Frances  Levasseur. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Cecile's  Beauty  Shoppe 
"Wig  Boutique"  Phone:  868-5203 

Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Me. 


PHILIP  P.  PARENT,  ESQ. 


ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

Phone:  868-5200 
868-3431 

MAIN  STREET, 

RES:  868-3070  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 


T.  BELLEFLEUR 


B1J0UT1ER  JEWELER 


St.  Leonard,  N.  B. 


LAPOINTE’S  SUPER  MARKET 
St.  Leonard,  N.  B. 
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How  would  you  like  to  go  back  to  those  days? 


"What  a  job  washing  used  to  be,"  comments 
Mrs.  Marcella  Lajoie  &  Mrs.  Aleda  Lajoie. 


****** 

In  the  pictures  below  and  next  page,  the 
CYO  escorts  Borderview  residents  to  view 
Cyr  Plantation's  centennial  display;  Mrs. 
Emma  Nadeau,  Clara  St.  Pierre,  Mrs. 
Paul  Cormier,  Delina  Momeault,  Mary 
Louise  Levesque,  Mary  Jane  Michaud, 
Mr.  Octave  Martin,  Mrs.  Levite  Cormier, 
Delphine  Charette,  Emelda  Lavoie,  Ester 
Jambard,  Willard  Jalbert,  Peter  Jambard, 
Donat  Guerette,  Emma  Gendreau, Rosanna 
Bouchard,  Blanche  Poitras,  Mack  Des- 
chaine.  Director  of  Borderview  Center, 
Mrs.  Anita  Levesque;  chairman  and  co- 
chairman  of  Centen'l,  Mrs.  Alphy  Levas- 
seur  and  Lucie  Laplante.  CYO  members 
taking  part,  Steven  Cyr  (bus  driver);  Clay¬ 
ton  Roy,  Glen  Ouellette,  Debbie  Ruth¬ 
erford,  Lorraine  Parent,  and  Danny  Roy. 


EDUCATIONAL  &  INFORMATIVE  can  describe  the  display 


Our  visitors  from  Van  Buren  Borderview  Nursing 
Home  leaving  for  home.  Two  bus  loads  were 
provided  by  CYO  Club  of  Van  Buren,  Me. 


"Mrs.  Delphine  Charette,  93,  is  our  oldest 
resident,"  says  Mrs.  Claude  Levesque,  chair¬ 
man  of  Borderview  Citizens  Center,  to  Mrs. 
Lucie  Laplante,  co-chairman  of  Centennial. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOL 


Marsha  Cyr,  Diane  Marquis,  Roseline  Castonguay,  James  Lagasse,  Cynthia  Doucette, 
Dean  Desjardin,  Monique  Laplante,  Dale  Boucher,  Judy  Ruest,  Roger  Sirois,  David 
Soucy,  Dean  Madore,  Helen  Laplante.  Guests:  Leah  Pelletier,  Loueen  Michaud. 
Teacher's  Aides:  Mrs.  Noel  la  Michaud  and  Prise  i  1 1  e  Violette.  Teacher:  Miss  Mar- 
tine  Pelletier. 


SPECIAL  ED  CLASS 

Elaine  Thibodeau,  Therese  Fortin,  Sandra  Grivois,  Germaine  Levesque,  Steven 
Cormier,  Lloyd  Dionne,  Roger  Levesque,  Arlene  Levesque,  Gloria  Grivois,  Mi¬ 
chael  Boucher,  David  Fortin,  Linda  Dionne.  Teachers:  Sister  Rachel  Courtois  and 
Sister  Agnes  Pelletier.  Teacher's  Aide,  Jeanne  Levesque. 
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Ready  for  a  shopping  trip,  Simone  V., 
Susan  V.,  Frances  L.,  Lynn  V. 


(Above  and  below)  We're  preparing  to  walk 
to  church  in  memory  of  our  ancestors.  Lead- 
in  the  horse  and  buggy  are  our  elders,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Omer  Dumond. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


ROBERTS  JEWELRY  STORE 
Watches  —  Diamonds  —  Giftware 
499  MAIN  STREET - MADAWASKA,  MAINE 


GATEWAY  MOTEL 
Steakhouse - Cocktail  Lounge 

U.S.  ROUTE  Ml - MADAWASKA,  MAINE 

CHEZ  MARGOT 
"Ladies  Specialty  Shoppe " 

Prop.:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Peter  San f aeon 
GRAND  ISLE,  MAINE 

MADAWASKA  SPORTS  SHOP  INC. 

482  MAIN  STREET 
MADAWASKA,  MAINE 
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Joel  is  checking  for  safety.  and  patrick,  and  Cathy  Dumond. 


"Come  ride  the  ponies  I "  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Jean  Laplante  take  a  break  to 


pose  with  the  young  ladies,  Lucie  L.,  Fran 
ces  L.,  Simone  V.  and  Agnes  Violette. 
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Jennie  L.,  Lucie  L.,  Susan,  Lynn,  Simone, 
Pat  V.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Omer  Dumond  and 
Jean  Laplante. 


TWO  QUILTS  —  HANDMADE  &  DONATED  BY  MRS.  ISIDORE  DUMOND 


Our  1st  quilt  winner  was  Mrs.  Carlene 
(Lajoie)  Boucher,  presented  by  Mrs. 
Frances  (Dumond)  Levasseur. 


Our  2nd  quilt  winner  was  Mrs.  Dell 
(Madore)  Ouellette,  presented  by 
Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante. 


PICTURES  BELOW  AND  ON  FOLLOWING  PAGES  ARE  OF  OUR  BARN  DANCES 


SITE  FOR  BARN  DANCES  was  Don 
Dumond's  farm .  _c 


BARN  DANCE  BAND.  Mrs.  Eglantine  Lagasse,  Bert¬ 
rand  St.  Pierre,  Paul  Emile  Martin,  Armand  Michaud, 
ard  Harold  Webber. 


"Step  'er  up,  Mrs.  Lionel  Marquis 
(far  right)  and  Percy  Rossignol 


WHAT  IS  THEIR  WISH? 


Bride  and  groom  'tag  dance'. 
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HOW! 


CONGRATULATIONS 


UNA’S 

HOMECOOKED  FOODS 

OPEN  WEEKLY 

Frenchville  Rd.,  Madawaska,  Maine 


BERT’S  66 


TOPS  IN  GASOLINE 


32  Bridge  St.,  Van- Buren,  Maine 


THERIAULT’S  MEATS 
Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


Roger  &  Diane’s 
BLUE  MOON  TAVERN 

"You’re  a  stranger  but  once.  We  help  you  treat  her  right" 

144  Main  St.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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Holding  the  can  of  door  prize  tickets  is  our  co- 
chairman,  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante.  The  winner  of 
the  live  chicken  was  Mrs.  Daniel  Ouellette  and 
the  lucky  winner  of  the  Maine  Sesquicentennial 
bottle  was  Mr.  Lucien  Ouellette.  Maxine  (Ouel¬ 
lette)  Lajoie  is  shown  accepting  her  father's  door 
prize.  Our  chairman,  Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur, 
disguised  as  'the  old  man'  drew  the  lucky  tickets. 


2nd  BARN  DANCE. 

LUNCH  IS  SERVED  by 
Mrs.  Mary  Dumond,  Anita 
Deveau,  one  of  our  tribe  sister. 

Miss  Verna  Dumond  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
and  Mrs.  Frances  Levasseur,  chairman;  and 
co-chairman  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante. 
Customers  are  Mrs.  Rena  (Ouellette)  Cos- 
mopulos  of  Massachusetts,  a  former  resident 
of  Cyr  Plantation,  and  Mrs.  Irene  Dumond. 


Robert  M.  taking  time  out  for  a  light!. 


BIG  CHIEF  GIVE  BIG  TRY!  UGH! 
RING  BELL.  Watching  is  Reed  and 
Daniel  Ouellette. 
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PEACE  SMOKE.  Mrs.  Maxine  (Ouellette) 
Lajoie,  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante,  Simone 
Vaillancourt,  Mary  Dumond  and  Verna 
Dumond  representing  the  1st  inhabitors. 


Lucie  L.,  Alphy  L.,  Irene  D#/  Simone  V.,  Stacy, 
Debbie  D.,  Don  D.  (owner  of  barn)  &  Herby  V. 


BELIEVE  IT  OR  NOJ,  our  chairman,  Mrs. 
Frances  Levasseur  is  taking  a  smoking  break 
with  a  former  neighbor,  Mrs.  Rena(Ouel- 
lette)  Cosmopulos  of  Massachusetts. 

OUR  3rd,  BARN  DANCE 
(Below  and  next  page) 


(Above)  Taking  a  break  is  Stacy  D., 

Mrs.  Jim  Thibodeau  of  Bangor,  Chair¬ 
man  Frances  Levasseur;  Ernest  Cyr;  and 
barely  in  the  pix  is  co-chairman,  Lucie  L. 

(At  left)  OUR  BARN  DANCE  COOKS 
Mrs.  Mary  Dumond  and  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante. 
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WINNER:  MRS.  RENE  LEVASSEUR 


WORDS  NEED  NOT  BE  SPOKEN! 


CENTENNIAL  BABY 

GISELE  RACHEL  LAJOIE, 
our  Centennial  Baby,  and  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Normand  Lajoie,  has  just  been 
presented  the  chair  in  the  foreground  by  the 
co-chairman,  Mrs.  Lucie  Laplante  (left) 
and  the  chairman,  Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur 
(right).  Holding  Gisele  is  her  mother, 

Mrs.  Normand  Lajoie. 


MADORE  ROAD 
"BEWARE  OF  SHARP  CURVE 
ET  LA  GRAND  COTE _ " 


CYR  STRETCH 


CARIBOU  ROAD,  U.S.  #1 
2  MILES  FROM  VAN  BUREN,  MAINE 


MADORE  ROAD  OFF  CARIBOU  ROAD 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


E.  H.  PARENT  INC. 

FERTILIZER  -  LIME  PRODUCTS 

Phone  207-995-3422  Grand  Isle,  Maine 

3423 


DAIGLE  DRUGS 
482  Main  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 


FREDA’S  DRESS  SHOPPE 
"Fashionable  Women's  Apt,  are  l" 
478  Main  St.,  Madau  aska,  Maine 


NATIONAL  HOTEL 
Main  St., 

Madawaska,  Maine 
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LABOR  DAY 


CLOSING  OF  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 


1970  "MESSE  EN  PLEIN  AIRE" 
Centennial  Mass  at  Abel  S.  Cyr's 
farm,  formerly  homestead  of  the  first 
Cyrs,  Andre  a  Christophe 
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ST.  BRUNO’S  CHOIR  at  far  left;  altar  boys, 
Kevin  and  Ronnie  Martin,  center;  Father 
Lajoie,  Father  McDonald  and  Father  Labreque. 


ELEVATION  OF  THE  HOST, 


FATHER  LAJOIE  expressing  good  wishes 
for  'togetherness'  for  another  century! 


MEMBERS  OF  ST.  BRUNO'S  CHOIR:  Mr. 
E.  E.  Dionne,  Melvin  Madore,  Percy 
Violette,  Gerard  Cyr  (Babe),  Wilfred 
Doucette,  Norman  Lajoie. 


% 
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LUNCH  BEING  SERVED  AFTER  MASS.  Come  and  get  it  while  it's  hot! 

Hot  dogs,  chips,  cold  drinks  & 
coffee . 


CONGRATULATIONS  from  the  1st  Selectman, 
Mr.  Alphy  Levasseur,  to  part  of  the  Centen¬ 
nial  Committee  for  the  successful  and 
wonderful  work  done  during  the 
Centennial  year. 


>  THE 
LltTLE  RED 
SCHOOL  HOUS 


ISIT,  O.UR  DISPLAY 


OUR  ELDERS,  Mrs.  Henrietta  (Powers)  Dionne 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Omer  Dumond,  our  Centen¬ 
nial  Couple. 


LABOR  DAY  1970.  .Lunchtime  after  our  Cen¬ 
tennial  Mass.  Left  to  right.  The  Mrs.  Alphy 
Levasseur,  Lucie  Laplante,  Simone  Vaillan- 
court,  Cecile  Plourde,  Anita  Deveau,  Pauline 
Ouellette,  Miss  Janet  Ouellette,  Mrs.  Rose 
Lajoie,  Father  Marcel  Lajoie,  Leopold  La- 
Pierre.  Rear,  Alphy  Levasseur,  Herbert  Vail- 
lancourt  and  Albeo  Deveau. 


"1 
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"THE  ELVES",  Frances,  Lucie,  and  Eglantine 
singing  their  composed  song  for  visitors  on  the 
last  day  of  the  Centennial  celebration. 


"Oops!  The  fire's  almost  out,"  says  Granny 
Levasseur.  "We're  starting  to  feel  it,"  ans¬ 
wers  Granny  Vaillancourt  and  Laplante. 


The  celebration  is  coming  to  an  end,. 
Where  will  we  be  in  another  100  years? 


"O.K.,  Fran,  your  turn  to  draw!" 
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Mrs.  Eloi  Lagasse  entertains  guests 
on  last  day  of  Centdnnial . 


B.  P.  W.  CLUB 

Business  Professional  Women 
Van  Buren,  Maine 


PELLETIER ’S  STUDIO 


507  Main  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 


DAVE  CASTONGUAY 
Potato  Seed  Grower,  Erenchville,  Maine 


PETE’S  GENERAL  STORE,  Hamlin,  Maine 


KATHLEEN  KEEGAN,  R.N.,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


BOUCHARD’S  CLOTHING 

WOMEN  &  CHILDREN'S  WEAR 

M  ain  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 
BOSSE  PLUMBING,  408  Main  St.,  Madawaska,  Maine 
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"O.K.,  Lucy,  draw  our  lucky  winner!"  Miss  Martine  Pelletier,  winner  of  our  last 

drawn  quilt. 


A  STATE  OF  MAINE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL  PLAQUE 
is  presented  to  our  accordion  player, 

Mrs.  Eglantine  Lagasse,  Van  Buren,  Maine, 
from  Lucie  Laplante,  co-chairman  of  the 
centennial,  and  Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur,  chair¬ 
man.  In  rear  is  Alphy  Levasseur,  1st  selectman; 
assistant  co-chairman,  Mrs.  Simone  Vaillan- 
court;  Verna  Dumond;  Mrs.  Mary  Dumond. 


MRS.  TOM  SMITH,  winner  of  a 
Maine  Sesquicentenniml  bottle. 


I 
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MRS.  ROMEO  VIOLETTE 
First  Door  Prize  Winner 


MR.  ADOLPH 
THIBODEAU, 
our  bond  winner. 


ENJOYING  LUNCHTIME  AT  BARN  DANCE 


SHERIFF  VAILLANCOURT  (2nd  from  right), 
says  everything  is  going  fine.  Left  to  right 
is  Harold  Ouellette,  Mary  D.,  Gladys 
Ouellette,  Simone  V.,  and  Herby. 


A  FRIEND  IN  NEED!  Lending  a  helping  hand  Leaving  for  a  rendezvous  with  the  Daughters 
is  Mrs.  Tom  Smith  at  right,  to  Mary  Dumond,  of  Isabella  and  a  visit  to  "Mon  Oncle  Ti 

center,  and  Simone  Vail lancourt .  Jean." 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


MR.  &  MRS.  EM  I  LIEN  SIROIS  Keegan,  Maine 
MORROW’S  TV  SHOP.  Van  Buren,  Maine 
BOULEY’S  STORE,  Keegan,  Maine 
COTE'S  POULTRY  FARM.  St.  David,  Maine 
MR.  &  MRS.  ERNEST  MARQUIS,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
WALTER’S  ANTIQUE  SHOP,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
CYR'S  BODY  SHOP,  868-2846,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
LOUIS  BELANGER,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
MR.  &  MRS.  ELMER  CORBIN,  Keegan,  Maine 
MR.  &  MRS.  LEO  POIRIER,  Van  Buren,  Maine 

F.  0.  MICHAUD  DEPT.  STORE,  Van  Buren,  Maine 

MR.  WILLIAM  SMITH,  LAWYER,  Van  Buren,  Maine 

PARENT'S  REXALL  DRUGS,  Madawaska,  Maine 

BELANGER  GROCERY  STORE,  Ham /in,  Maine 

FASHION  FABRIC  CENTER,  Madawaska,  Maine 

DAIGLE'S  MOTELS,  St.  Leonard,  N.B. 

SOUCIE'S  VARIETY  STORE,  St.  Leonard,  N.B. 

MR.  &  MRS.  C.A.  GAGNON,  Van  Buren,  Maine 

ANTOINE  ST.  AMAND 
EPICERIE  GENERAL,  St.  Leonard,  N.B. 


-3D«- 


BOUCHARD’S  ELECTRICAL  SERVICE 

LICENSED  ELECTRICIAN  -  ALL  KINDS  OF  WIRING 

10  Brook  A  V€.f  868-224-6,  Van  Buvcn,  Me. 


The  Evangeline  Circle  of  Van  Buren, 
Me.,  entertain  with  old  time  music. 


OUR  LAST  VISITORS  and  former  residents: 
Edward  P.  Michaud  of  Augusta;  Joseph  B. 
Michaud  and  Louis  A.  Lavoie  of  Terryville, 
Connecticut . 


It  has  been  a  wonderful  summer!  The  chairmen  y 
are  sadly  closing  the  Centennial  affairs. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


MR.  &  MRS.  OMER  GAG  MON,  Keegan ,  Maine 


ARM  AND  M  ADORE,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


MR.  &  MRS.  RONALD  CYR.  Hamlin,  Maine 


AIR.  &  MRS.  CLIFF  FRANCK,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


GUY  GAGNON  S  MARKET,  Van  Buren  ,  Maine 


MR.  &  MRS.  DICK  STEWART,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


DON  S  BARBER  SHOP.  Van  Buren,  Maine 


o 


MR.  &  MRS.  CHARLES  7  ANOUS,  Sup/,  of  Schools,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
MR.  &  MRS.  PERCY  VIOLETTE.  Van  Buren,  Maine 
OU  ELETTE'  S  MARKET,  Champlain  St.,  Van  Buren,  Me. 

AIR.  &  MRS.  LEONARD  BELLEFLEUR.  Coiffure,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
MR.  &  AIRS.  RALPH  LAJOIE,  Hamlin,  Maine 
CHASSE  SHOE  STORE,  Madau  a  ska,  Maine 
GERRY'S  BARBER  SHOP,  Madau  aska,  Maine 


JOHN'S  AMUSEMENT  CENTER,  Van  Buren,  Maine 


MR.  &  MRS.  CONDE  M  ADO  RE,  Cyr  Plantation,  Maine 


MR.  &  MRS.  JOHN  MICHAUD.  Van  Buren,  Maine 
GUY  DUPERRY,  Nationwide  Store,  Keegan,  Maine 


HILDA'S  DRESS  SHOP,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
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LA  CHANSON  DU  CENTENNA1RE 
DE  CYR  PLANTATION 


Composee  par:  Mme.  Lucie  Laplante,  Mme.  Eglantine  Lagasse,  Mme.  Frances  Levasseur 

REFRAI N  (To  j-hg  fune  0f.  £a  Fa  it  Longtemps  J'ai  ete  Voire  Rose) 

Au  bout  de  cent  ans  nous  celebrons 
Comme  vous  I'savez,  c'est  la  facon 


Pour  sa  voiture  et  sa  jumervf. 

Oublion  pas  ses  p'tits  poneys 
Atteles  sur  le  p'tit  buggy. 

5 

Comme  les  enfants  etaient  contents 
De  rider  les  poneys  a  n'oncle  Ti  Jean 
Ms  Ont  manger  de  bons  chiens  chaux 
II  n'y  avait  rien  que  de  plus  beau. 

Le  publique  ont  visite 
Le  display  du  temps  passe. 

Pendant  que  les  enfants  ridaient 
Et  tout  le  monde  se  contentait. 

6 

Nous  avons  eu  I'honneur  d'un  marriage 
On  leur  disait  pas  trop  d'collage. 
Jacqueline  et  Neil  sont  arrives 
A  la  barn  dance  dans  un  buggy. 

Pour  un  dollar  on  a  dancer 
Tous  avec  les  petits  marries. 

Comme  tout  le  monde  en  eta  it  fiere 
D'avoir  des  noce  dans  I'Centennaire . 


1 

Nous  composons  cette  p'tit  chanson 
Pour  vous  rapeller  d'la  vielle  facon. 

Nous  la  chantons  du  fond  du  coeur 
Pour  vous  rapeller  du  vrai  bonheur. 

Ca  fait  cent  ans  que  Cyr  Plantation 

Est  organize  comme  une  plantation 

Cyr  Plantation,  le  Centennaire 

Nous  celebrons  comme  nous  sommes  fieres. 

2 

On  se  resemble  tout  ensemble 
Pour  ceiebrer  le  Centennaire. 

Nous  allons  avoir  plusiers  occasions 
De  se  reunire  dans  la  plantation. 

On  commencait  avec  des  feves 

Cuits  dans  la  terre  comme  nos  vielles  meres. 

On  a  manger  chez  Albeo 

Le  parterre  des  anciens  Deveaus. 

3 

Nous  poursuivons  avec  un  pique-nique 
Sur  le  parterre  du  publique. 

Tous  les  enfants  se  font  un  lunche 
Pour  se  rejouire  avec  la  bunche. 

Du  bon  vieux  temps  nous  avons  eu . 

Et  a  I'ecole  on  est  revenue 
On  revenue  a  I'ecole  rouge 
Pour  ramener  les  vieux  bon  jours. 

4 

Nous  sommes  allez  tous  a  I'eglise 
En  marchant  dans  nos  grandes  chemises 
Nos  vieux  parents  nous  conduissaient 
II  n'y  a  pas  beaucoup  qui  sourriait. 

Nous  remercions  mon  oncle  Ti  Jean 


7 

Je  vous  assure  q'la  vie  est  bien  commune 
Vous  avez  qu'a  prendre  quelques  pillules. 

Nous  vous  souhaitons  une  vie  en  rose 
Qui  vous  rapporte  des  belles  p'tites  roses. 

Dans  I'bon  vieux  temps,  y'avait  beaucoup  d'enfants 
Mais  dans  le  present,  ca  decline  tout  le  temps. 
Oublion  pas  qu'les  petits  enfants 
Sont  la  richesse  d'une  Maman. 
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8 


11 


Omer  et  Marguerite  ont  celebre 
Leur  Noce  d'Or  dans  le  mois  de  janvier. 
I  Is  travail  laient  du  matin  au  soir 
I  Is  finissaient  en  faisant  leur  devoir. 

I  Is  se  levaient  de  bonheure  le  matin 
Pour  tacher  d'aller  faire  leur  train. 

Je  vous  assure  chez  les  vielles  terres 

II  n'y  avait  pas  des  mil lionnaires . 

9 

Au  bout  d'un  an,  un  gros  garcon 
Comme  vous  I'savez,  c'est  la  facon. 

On  I'apportait  le  bebe  a  I'eglise 
pour  que  m'Nsieur  curee  I'baptise. 

On  I'appelait  Joseph  Andre 
D'apres  notre  vieux  decede, 

En  esperant  de  continuer 
D'avoir  des  petits  Andres. 

10 

Nous  a  vans  eu  trois  grosses  soirees 
De  barn  dance  qu'on  n'a  pas  oublie  . 
Accompagne  avec  I'accordeon 
Les  guitars  et  le  bon  violon. 

On  a  dancer  jusq'ua  2  heures 
Avec  le  coeur  plein  de  bonheur 
I  Is  nous  ont  servi  du  bon  brandy 
Et  des  chiens  chaux  on  a  manger. 


Cyr  Plantation  a  ete  honoree 
De  I'arrivee  d'un  nouveau  bebe. 

Norman  et  Maxine  sont  pas  mal  fiere 
D'etre  les  parents  du  bebe  cent'naire 
Les  enfants  sont  remplies  de  joie 
D'avoir  un  autre  bebe  Lajoie. 

Ms  lui  donnaient  le  nom,  Gisele  Rachelle 
Qui  deviendra  une  de  nos  d'moiselle. 

12 

Nous  terminons  le  Centennaire 
Avec  une  messe  dite  en  plein  air. 

Pour  remercier  ce  grand  bonheur 

Que  nous  conservrons  tout  dans  nos  coeurs. 

Le  messe  eta  it  chez  Abel  Cyr 

Une  ancienne  terre  de  nos  vieux  Cyrs. 

Le  Pere  Lajoie  un  descendant 
Etait  notre  grand  celebrant. 

13 

Nous  avons  eu  du  bon  vieux  temps 
Esperon  que  ca  dur  tout  I 'temps. 

Oublion  pas  les  petits  enfants 
Qui  nous  ont  aide  si  grandement. 

Nous  vous  remercions  avec  plaisire 
De  s'avoir  si  bien  rejouit. 

Nous  vous  dison  aurevoir 
En  attendant  un  autre  Centennaire. 


REFRAIN: 

Au  bout  de  cent  ans  nour  celebrons 
Comme  vous  I'savez  c'est  la  facon. 
Au  bout  de  cent  ans  nous  celebrons 
Comme  vous  I'savez  c'est  la  facon. 


MY  SUMMER  SPENT  IN  CENTENNIAL  AFFAIRS 


I  feel  that  Cyr  Plantation  Centennial  has  been  the  most  interesting 
and  gratifying  episode  in  my  life.  It's  the  opposite  of  Rip  Van  Winkle  — 
instead  of  sleeping  one  hundred  years,  I  have  been  wide  awake  and  reliv¬ 
ing  the  days  of  our  departed  ancestors. 

No  amount  of  money  could  ever  pay  for  the  knowledge,  experience 
and  the  enjoyment  I  received  through  this  work.  Really  and  truly,  it  was 
not  work,  it  was  such  a  challenge  and  one  thing  led  to  another  and  sudden¬ 
ly  the  celebration  was  over,  and  where  had  the  summer  gone?  Thanks  to 
the  generosity  of  the  community  for  their  cooperation  in  lending  their  an¬ 
cestoral  tools  and  pictures  for  the  display  in  the  "Little  Red  Schoolhouse . " 
It  is  surprising  what  the  people  of  the  area  stil I  had  in  their  possession . 
Every  moment  put  in  preparing  the  display  was  well  worthwhile.  A  sincere 
thanks  to  the  young  ones  who  helped  in  getting  the  school  ready. 

It  is  unbelievable  the  history  there  is  around  such  a  small  place.  The 
hardship  our  ancestors  had  to  go  through  in  order  to  survive  —  everything 
had  to  be  done  physically.  Think  of  all  the  modern  appliances  and  ma¬ 
chines  we  have  today.  The  only  physical  effort  we  use  is  pressing  buttons, 
yet  people  feel  that  they  work  hard.  It's  nothing  compared  to  what  our 
forefathers  went  through.  If  we'd  only  learn  to  use  our  heads  like  our  an¬ 
cestors  did,  we  wouldn't  be  in  the  predicament  we're  in  today.  Not  enough 
effort  is  put  in  our  work.  Everything  has  to  come  easy  or  else  it's  boring. 
I'm  sure  our  ancestors  never  had  the  occasion  to  use  the  word  "bore"  in 
their  days.  Every  muscle  in  their  bodies  was  in  constant  use,  day  in  and 
day  out. 

If  you  came  to  visit  our  display  and  took  a  good  look  at  what  they 
had  to  work  with,  I'm  sure  you'd  appreciate  more  our  modern  utilities  and 
what  our  ancestors  set  on  the  way  for  us.  The  knowledge  of  our  forefathers 
did  not  come  out  of  books;  experience  is  where  they  received  their  "savoir 
faire".  You  can  learn  in  books  but  actually  working  puts  you  in  a  different 
situation.  How  many  of  us,  middle-age  people,  could  actually  use  the 
tools  you  have  seen  in  the  "Little  Red  Schoolhouse"?  I  wouldn't  dare  give 
an  estimate . 

Oh!  How  I  hated  to  see  that  display  taken  down.  It's  just  too  bad 
we  didn't  have  room  to  leave  it  as  it  was  and  keep  it  as  a  museum  for  a 
tourist  attraction  to  the  St.  John  Valley. 

No  one  can  ever  remove  from  my  memory  the  history  I  have  learned 
during  these  past  two  months.  The  hours  I  spent  in  "The  Little  Red  School- 
house"  has  been  an  unforgettable  experience .  I  wouldn't  swap  my  summer 
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with  anyone.  If  it  was  to  happen  again  when  I'm  around,  and  on  the 
bounce,  I'd  be  most  happy  to  do  it  once  more. 

A  million  thanks  to  everyone  that  has  contributed  in  making  the  cen¬ 
tennial  possible  and  such  a  big  success.  A  special  thanks  is  extended  to 
my  co-chairmen, Mrs. Lucie  Laplante  and  Mrs.  Simone  Vaillancourt.  With¬ 
out  their  help  and  support  it  just  couldn't  have  been  done. 

I  hope  this  summer  of  reminiscing  has  made  us  appreciate  and  realize 
what  our  ancestors  brought  forth  to  this  community.  Records  show  many 
"good  ole  times"  were  spent  in  Cyr  Plantation,  small  in  area  but  big  at 
heart.  Let  us  keep  in  close  touch  and  be  proud  to  be  French  Acadian  de¬ 
scendants.  Let  us  not  forget  that  money  is  not  the  only  richness  in  life. 
Togetherness  is  what  makes  life  worth  living. 

A  sincere  thanks  to  all,  and  may  God  bless  you! 

Gratefully  yours, 

Mrs.  Alphy  Levasseur,  Chairman 

Cyr  Plantation  Centennial 
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